
FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
RESIDENTIAL TRAFFIC ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM (RTAP) 
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RESTRICTIONRESTRICTION  
Physical devices installed for slowing 
the speed of traffic (speed hump, speed 
table, raised pedestrian crosswalk, 
choker, traffic circle, median island, all-
way stops, etc. 
 

 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

Residential 25 mph local, collector or minor  
arterial road. 
Volume of 600 to 6000 vehicles per day. 
If a minor arterial, volume ≤ 15,000 and traffic 
calming devices must exist on the same street in 
an incorporated city or town within ¼ mile. 
85th percentile speed of vehicles ≥ 10 mph over 
posted limit 
 

Access restrictions to reduce vol-
ume of traffic (turn prohibition, di-
verter) or traffic calming. 
 
 
 
 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
Residential 25 mph local or collector road 
≥ 150 peak hour cut-through vehicles, one 
direction, that account for ≥ 40% of peak 
hour traffic 
On collector roads, no access restrictions: 
and ≥ 12 dwellings per 1000 ft. of roadway 
 
 

“$200 Additional Fine 
for Speeding” signs  
installed underneath 
all regulatory speed 
limit signs within des-
ignated zone. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

Residential local, collector, 
or minor arterial road with 
speed limit ≤ 35mph 
Volume ≥ 600 vehicles per 
day 
85th percentile speed of 
vehicles ≥ 10 mph over 
posted limit 

“Watch for Children” 
signs installed at  
entrance to community 
or at the location of an 
extremely high concen-
tration of young children 
relative to area. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
High concentration areas lim-
ited to playgrounds, daycare or 
community centers 
No further signs posted on 
interior roads in community 
 
 
 

Prohibition applies to any 
truck, truck and trailer or 
semi-trailer combination, 
except a pickup or panel 
truck. 
 
 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
Residential local or collector 
road, OR residential arterial or 
primary road with  
 ≥ 12 dwellings per 1000 ft. of 
roadway 
Safety issues or accident history 
indicate need for restriction 
Suitable alternate route availa-
ble 
  

1. Request to district supervisor by HOA/CA, who 
forwards request to FCDOT. Includes names of 4 
to 5 residents who can serve on a task force. 
2. Traffic count and speed survey of road by 
FCDOT. 
3. If qualifies, FCDOT develops a  
conceptual traffic calming (t.c.) plan. The concep-
tual plan is presented to the task force for ac-
ceptance. 
4. The Task Force conducts a community aware-
ness meeting to discuss the t.c. effort.  
5. Vote via ballot by residences, as indicated on 
map provided by FCDOT, to approve the pro-
posed t.c. plan. 
6. Board of Supervisors (BOS) endorse t.c. plan.  

1. Request to district supervisor by HOA 
2. Supervisor forwards request to FCDOT 
3. FCDOT issues primary use area map & 
petitions 
4. Community gathers signatures verifying 
≥ 75% support for a cut-through (c.t.) study. 
5. FCDOT performs study to ascertain c.t. 
volumes 
6. If qualifies, BOS approve resolution re-
questing VDOT for c.t. measures. 
7. Task force formed to develop c.t. plan. 
8. Community informational meeting to 
discuss proposed plan 
9. Vote via ballot by residences in primary 
use area to approve c.t. plan 
10. BOS conduct joint public hearing with 
VDOT to approve c.t. plan 
11. FCDOT schedules the installation of 
devices and signs 

1. Request to district su-
pervisor by HOA 
2. Supervisor forwards 
request to FCDOT 
3. Traffic count and speed 
survey of road by FCDOT 
4. If road qualifies, super-
visor obtains community 
support for “$200 Addition-
al Fine for Speeding” signs 
5. BOS approve resolution 
for signs 
6. FCDOT sends notifica-
tion to VDOT requesting 
installation of signs 

1. Request to district supervisor 
by HOA 
2. Supervisor forwards request  
to FCDOT 
3. Review of location  by 
FCDOT 
4. If acceptable WFC sign loca-
tions are found, supervisor 
obtains community support for 
WFC signs 
5. Board of Supervisors  
approve resolution for WFC 
signs 
6. FCDOT notifies VDOT re-
questing installation of WFC 
signs 

1. Request to district supervisor 
2. Supervisor forwards request 
to FCDOT 
3. Preliminary analysis of road 
conducted by FCDOT 
4. Board of Supervisors conduct 
public hearing to approve reso-
lution for the trough truck re-
striction 
5. Resolution forwarded to 
VDOT requesting the through 
truck restriction 
6. Comprehensive engineering 
review of road by VDOT 
7. VDOT publishes notice of 
proposed restriction for addition-
al public comment 
8. If road qualifies for through 
truck restriction, VDOT installs 
“Through Trucks Prohibited” 
signs 
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HOA (Home Owner’s Association) implies civic association, as applicable. In lieu of any association, a letter containing signatures from 10 different residences may be submitted to the local  supervisor to begin the process for obtaining R-TAP 
measures. The RTAP chart is provided to give a general overview of the qualifications and procedures for each program, and is not necessarily inclusive of all qualifications and procedures applicable to a particular program. 

 
 
 

Additional information can be found at  http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/rtap.htm       -   or by calling 703-877-5600 TTY 711  -   Rev. 10/17/11 
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COMMUNITY COMMUNITY   
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLES COMMERCIAL VEHICLES   
IN RESIDENTIAL AREASIN RESIDENTIAL AREAS  

Prohibits parking of watercraft, motor 
homes, campers, trailers, vehicles ≥ 3 axles, 
vehicles ≥ 12,000 lbs., and vehicles 
transporting ≥ 16 passengers (except school 
buses). 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
Residential public road AND 
2000 linear feet or 5 block face minimum for 
petition 

OR 
Supervisor requested large area application 

Signs installed in designated blocks, prohibit-
ing parking by non-residents. Districts nor-
mally created near high schools, transit sta-
tions, and colleges. 
 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
Residential public road within 2000 ft. of high 
school, transit station or university 

OR 
 Minimum of 100 contiguous parking spaces 
AND 
 ≥ 75% of spaces occupied AND 
 ≥ 50% vehicles are non residents 
 

Parking the following vehicles in residential districts is prohibited: 
 
 Vehicles that exceed size and weight limits of:  

More than 21 feet long, more than 8 feet high including ap-
purtenances, width of 102 in. or more, or gross  
vehicle weight of 12,000 or more pounds.  

Examples of vehicles exempt from these height and weight limits are 
commercial vehicles used by public service company, watercraft or 
motor home (unless in a CPD), school buses, vehicles used for 
transporting persons with disabilities and contracted moving vehicles 
for 48 hours. (Link to additional exceptions below) 

 Any vehicle licensed as a common or contract carrier or limousine 
One resident of each single family dwelling unit may park one 
vehicle licensed and registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia 
as a taxicab or limousine (see additional information below) 

 Vehicles carrying commercial freight in plain view,  
 Trailer or semitrailer except camper, boat or single axle utility 
 Any Vehicle with 3 or more axles 
 
NOTE: Where a service road is adjacent to a residentially zoned 
area, parking restrictions apply to the service road. 
 

By petition: 
1. Request to district supervisor by HOA that is 
forwarded to FCDOT 
2. FCDOT issues area map and petition if eligible 
3. Signatures gathered verifying ≥60% support 
from entire area and >50% each block 
4. Fee of $10 per petitioning address returned 
with petitions to supervisor 
5. Supervisor forwards petitions to FCDOT for 
review 
6.Supevisor forwards fee if petition meets 
requirements 
7. Board of Supervisors conduct public hearing on 
proposed parking district 
8.If approved, FCDOT installs signs delineating 
prohibitions, as required 
 
By large area application: 
Contact supervisor 

1. Request to district supervisor by HOA that is 
forwarded to FCDOT 
2. FCDOT reviews road, documenting eligibility for 
restriction and field review if required 
3. FCDOT issues area map and petition if eligible 
4. Signatures gathered verifying ≥60% support 
from entire area and >50% for each block face 
5. Fee of $10 per petitioning address returned  
with petitons to supervisor 
6. Supervisor forwards petitions to FCDOT for 
review 
7. Supervisor forwards fee if petition meets 
requirments 
8. Board of Supervisors conduct public hearing on 
proposed parking district 
9. If approved, FCDOT installs “No Parking Except 
by Permit” signs approximately every 200 feet as 
required 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional information available for Fairfax County Code Section 82-5-7: 
 Commercial vehicles and exceptions 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/parkingcodechanges.htm 
 Department of Cable Communication and Consumer Protection/ 

Taxi licensing and regulations 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/consumer/licensing.htm 
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Notes: HOA (Home Owner’s Association) implies civic association, as applicable. In lieu of any association, a letter containing signatures from 10 different residences may be submitted to the local  supervisor to 
begin the process for obtaining R-TAP measures. 
 
The RTAP chart is provided to give a general overview of the qualifications and procedures for each program, and is not necessarily inclusive of all qualifications and procedures applicable to a particular pro-
gram. 
 
Additional information can be found at  http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/rtap.htm 
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