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Marcia Pape Daniels, Braddock District 
Michael Champness, Dranesville District 
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MEETING OPENING 

 
Mr. Leff called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. Roll was called and a 

quorum was present. 
 

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
N/A 

 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
The March 20 minutes were approved. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  

Mr. Leff stated that a letter was sent to the Board of Supervisors asking for 
them to reinstate the tennis court resurfacing and repair funds which were 
originally cut in the announced budget. The Athletic Council felt it was 
necessary to petition for its reinstatement in order to keep numerous FCPA 
courts in operation. 
  

 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
 Turf Field Committee: 

The Synthetic Turf Committee is still working on finalizing a report. The task 
force has met several times and is nearing a conclusion, but several topics still 
need to be discussed, mainly maintenance and replacement. Prior to the last 
task force meeting, Chris Leonard met with the new FCPS COO and he came 
away with the understanding that FCPS remains committed to providing 
community benefit as well as interscholastic benefit in terms of turf field 
development, and thus the two-field model remains a priority moving forward.  
The turf development project at Falls Church High School is emblematic of this 
commitment.  
 

Policy Committee:   
N/A 

 
SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Baseball 
 N/A 
 
 Fast-Pitch Softball 
 Ms. Suzy Willemssen reported that the high school seasons are more than 
halfway completed and the season is going well. Recreation seasons are now 
underway and Suzy is working with NCS to iron out some scheduling issues, 
but everything has been extremely positive so far. 
 
 Slow-Pitch Softball 
 N/A  
 
 Basketball 
 N/A  
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 Football 
 Mr. Meana reported that the Heads Up Program will be introduced by the 
NFL prior to the draft. The program focuses on three main topics: 

1. Education coaches and parental outreach. 
2. Mandatory certification to education the public. 
3. Taking the head out of the game. Eliminating drills that teach poor 

form. 
Mr. Curran reported that a presentation was made to coaches in regards to 

the heads up program. At the conclusion of the presentation, a subcommittee 
was formed to adopt the program at all Northern Region high schools. Fairfax 
County will soon have two regional master trainers that will be educated in 
Indianapolis and train other local personnel. USA Football is counting on 
Northern Virginia high schools to lead the way for the national program. 

 
Lacrosse 
N/A 
 
Soccer 
N/A 
 
Volleyball 
Mr. Bush is currently working on a presentation to share with the local 

volleyball clubs with the vision of uniting the clubs in a regionalized 
environment. The goals of the regionalized environment include: 

1. Shared resources. 
2. Introducing the sport of volleyball to kids at a younger age. 
3. Partnering with local universities to rally around something bigger. 
4. If the level of coaching is elevated, competition is elevated as well.  

 
Badminton 
N/A 
 
Other 
Mr. Thompson reported that there are record registration numbers for the 

sport of field hockey. Almost four years ago, there were approximately 100 
individuals registered to play field hocked in Fairfax County. In the spring 2013 
season, there are almost 500 individuals registered.  
 

Information – Fairfax County Public Schools: 
 
Mr. Curran reported that FCPS are set to announce the hiring of a new 

superintendent. The new candidate comes from Texas, where she has a strong 
background in student activities and is an advocate for athletics.  

Mr. Curran also reported that in recent meeting with Jeff Plattenberg, FCPS 
remains committed to providing community benefit as well as interscholastic 
benefit in terms of turf field development, and thus the two-field model remains 
a priority moving forward.   
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MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Information – Fairfax County Park Authority: 
 
Mr. Johnson would like to thank the Athletic Council for sending the letter of 

support to the BOS in favor of reinstating the tennis court resurfacing and 
repair budget.  

Mr. Johnson reported that there is no update on new turf projects for 2013. 
Lewinsville Park (McLean) and EC Lawrence Park (Centreville) are scheduled 
to have a synthetic turf field replaced and a new synthetic turf field installed. 
Both locations are scheduled to have the work completed in the 2013 calendar 
year.  

Mr. reported that the South Run parking lot project and Stringfellow Road 
expansion will start in the coming months. The parking lot renovations at South 
Run and expansion of Stringfellow Road will have a great impact on the park, 
so please plan accordingly when visiting South Run, Poplar Tree, Greenbriar 
and Stringfellow Parks. 

The Park Authority is looking to identify initiatives to raise money and the 
mobile food truck vending is set to begin shortly. Todd will give an update in 
the May or June meeting on the progress of this initiative.  

Mr. Johnson would like to introduce Rebecca Freece, the new Park 
Authority Tournament Director. Rebecca comes to the Park Authority from 
Fairfax County SACC and is hoping to meet with several individuals to go over 
the Park Authority goal in regards to tournaments.  

Mr. Thompson reported that the Fairfax County Park Authority Strategic 
Plan document is currently being updated. The Park Authority would like to 
encourage Athletic Council members to give input which will help dictate the 
direction of the agency. A discussion ensued where several council members 
felt that the three week public input timeframe was too short. Mr. Mike 
Champness made a motion to send a letter to the Park Authority asking to 
change the schedule for public input from 3 weeks to 60 days. This will allow 
Fairfax County Athletic organizations to disseminate the strategic plan to their 
participants and give proper input. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:  
 
Mrs. Avvisato reported that the current Athletic Services scheduling system is 

approximately 13 years old. The infrastructure of the system is severely outdated, and 
NCS is hoping to upgrade in the near future.  

Last year, NCS Athletic Services put in an application to the CDC to have the 
MOU between Fairfax County Neighborhood and Community Services and FCPS 
reviewed with the hopes of being chosen to have a university secure a grant. The 
grant would be used to study the Memorandum of Understanding and give input and 
see if the MOU could be a national model for athletic scheduling.  

Athletic Services is working with Mark Meana to secure a sponsor for the 
Champions of Character Awards Program. NCS is trying to focus on finding kids 
throughout Fairfax County who have ‘fallen through the cracks’ by sports 
organizations. NCS is hoping to connect these individuals with organizations, clubs 
and after-school programs to help reach underserved and low income children. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 
N/A 
 

       OLD BUSINESS   
N/A 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
     Stephen McLaughlin 
     Secretary 
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