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FAIRFAX COUNTY ATHLETIC COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

January 16, 2013 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Marcia Pape Daniels, Braddock District 
Gregory Beckwith, Dranesville District Alternate  
Harold Leff, Hunter Mill District 
Karin Stamper, Lee District Alternate 
Barbara Lowrey, Mason District  
Jonathan Willmott, Mount Vernon District  
Stephen McLaughlin, Providence District  
Michael Thompson Jr., Springfield District 
David Lacey, Sully District 
Eric Sohn, Diversity-at-Large Alternate 
Jeffrey Stein, Town of Clifton  
Rob Hahne, Baseball Council 
William Minto, Fast-Pitch Softball Council 
Mark Meana, Football Council  
Mary Ann Wagner, Lacrosse Council 
Bill Bush, Volleyball Council 
Frank McDonough, Volleyball Council Alternate 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 
                         Todd Johnson, Fairfax County Park Authority 

Bill Curran, Fairfax County Public Schools 
Megan McLaughlin, Fairfax County Public Schools 

        Sarah Allen, Neighborhood and Community Services 
        Karen Avvisato, Neighborhood and Community Services 

Paul Jansen, Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Steve Groff, Neighborhood and Community Services 
   

                 MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Michael Champness, Dranesville District 
Michael Rodgers, Lee District 
Clement Chan, Diversity-At-Large 
Elmer Arias, Member-at-Large  
Gerald W. Carter, Town of Herndon  
Sam Althoff, Town of Vienna  
Dave Vennergrund, Basketball Council  
Carl Coan, Slow Pitch Softball Council  
Lula Bauer, Soccer Council  
Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs 
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Mark Meana, Vice Chairman 
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MEETING OPENING 

 
Mr. Leff called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. Roll was called and a 

quorum was present. 
 

CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
  N/A 

 
PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
 
 N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
The December 19 minutes were approved. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
 Mr. Leff gave an update on the Synthetic Turf Task Force. The task force’s 
next scheduled meeting is Friday, January 28. The task force plans to propose 
recommendations on how to pay for the installation and replacement of turf 
fields. In addition, the task force will attempt to address the maintenance and 
operational costs of the installation of synthetic turf fields. 
  

 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
 Turf Field Committee: 

The turf committee plans to meet after tonight’s FCAC meeting. The 
committee received three submissions for the synthetic turf field min-grant and 
plan to discuss the applications at that point.  
 

Policy Committee:   
N/A 

 
SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Baseball 
 Mr. Hahne stated that two of the larger leagues in Fairfax County merged to 
become one all-encompassing league. Prior to the merge, there were separate 
leagues for 90’ baseball and 50’/70’ baseball. The league now includes both 
levels and will be referred to as Northern Virginia Travel Baseball League 
(NVTBL). There are several advantages to merging the two leagues, including 
a seamless transition from youth to high school baseball, better communication 
and organization as well as more expanded scheduling efforts.  
 Mr. Hahne also gave an update on the upcoming Memorial Day weekend 
tournament to benefit Kyle’s Kamp. The Washington Nationals have signed on 
as a sponsor for the tournament for the second year running. The Nationals 
would like to partner with the Athletic Council and host a Grassroots baseball 
event on May 19 at Nationals Park.  
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 Fast-Pitch Softball 
 Mr. Minto updated the council that fast-pitch softball will also be a part of 
the Kyle’s Kamp Memorial Day tournament. Mr. Minto hopes to set up a 
meeting with the full softball council in the near future to talk about several 
pressing issues in the softball community including but not limited to the 
decline in participation numbers for softball and ways the community can 
promote the sport to aspiring athletes.  
 
 Slow-Pitch Softball 
 Mrs. Avvisato reported that the county is at a point where there aren’t 
enough fields to accommodate the amount of requests for adult softball. NCS 
is planning on putting together an adult softball allocation committee to review 
the allocations for two of the larger organizations, Fairfax Adult Softball and 
Fairfax Athletics.  
 
 Basketball 
 George Mason University is looking for groups to donate new and used 
basketball equipment to send to developing countries throughout the world. For 
more information, please visit http://www.gomason.com  
 
 Football 
 Mr. Meana reported that Fairfax County Youth Football League (FCYFL) 
recently implemented mandatory coaching certification that deals with health 
and safety issues as well as performing mandatory background checks on all 
coaching volunteers.  

The FCYFL board recently added a vice president of safety and health 
whose main role is to help parents become more educated on the risks 
involved with the sport of football. FCYFL also appointed a new Vice President 
of Communications whose job is to use the internet as a better tool to 
disseminate information to parents and coaches.  

Mr. Meana also spoke about the increasing participation in flag football 
throughout the county. Numerous clubs currently have flag programs, with 
many more planning to implement the sport in the future.  

 
Lacrosse 
Ms. Wagner reported that the sport of lacrosse is growing in Fairfax 

County. Last year there were approximately 12,000 Fairfax County 
participants, with that number expected to increase in the spring 2013 season. 
The Northern Virginia Travel Lacrosse League is currently in the process of 
scheduling games for the upcoming season.  

 
Volleyball 
Mr. McDonough reported that the volleyball community is well into the 

house/travel seasons, with several important local and regional tournaments on 
the horizon. One of the focuses for members of the volleyball community is to 
reinstitute boy’s volleyball as a varsity sport. Currently, boy’s volleyball is 
considered a club sport, but there is momentum to reverse the standing of the 
sport. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gomason.com/
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MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Information – Fairfax County Public Schools: 
 
Mr. Curran stated that the Virginia High School League has fully ratified the 

realignment plan that was recently voted on. The majority of Fairfax County 
schools fall into Region 6, with the remainder classified as Region 5.  

Mr. Curran disseminated a handout which listed the current proposed 
legislation in the Virginia House and Senate that would affect athletics 
(http://www.fcps.edu/supt/govtrelations/current_issues.shtml).  

 
Information – Fairfax County Park Authority: 
 
Mr. Johnson reported that the synthetic Turf field at Great Falls Nike is 

currently open for play. The field at Great Falls Nike uses an experimental 
manufactured infill as opposed to the standard rubber used for all other fields in 
Fairfax County. The manufactured infill is more costly and has a lower G-max 
rating but is claimed to be more environmentally friendly.  

The Park Operations committee is scheduled to meet with the Park 
Authority Board next week to go over the opening and closing dates of Level 1 
(lights and irrigation) park Fields. It is the recommendation of the Athletic 
Council that the Level 1 fields open at the same time as Level 2 and 3 fields. 
The FCPA will send an update when the decision is made. 

 
Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:  
 
Ms. Allen reported that Fairfax County Budget plan announcement is on the 

horizon. The plan will be formally adopted at the end of April, with the council 
receiving public input leading up to the formal adoption. Everyone is encouraged to 
speak at the budget hearings to give their input which could potentially impact 
athletics.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 Mr. Meana reported that the annual Fairfax County Football Banquet is scheduled 
for March 3. All Athletic Council members are invited and encouraged to attend.  
 

       OLD BUSINESS   
Mr. McLaughlin gave an update on the Tysons Corner Park Task force. The 

task force is currently brainstorming ideas and plans for the inclusion of athletic 
fields in the Tyson’s Corner area. The goal is to have 20 new fields installed by 
the conclusion of the project. The Park Authority will have a presentation to the 
Athletic Council at the next Athletic Council Meeting scheduled for February 20. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
     Stephen McLaughlin 
     Secretary 

http://www.fcps.edu/supt/govtrelations/current_issues.shtml
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