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MEETING OPENING

Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. Roll was called
and a quorum was present.

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL

Chris Leonard gave the Athletic Council the final presentation of the
Synthetic Turf Task Force. The report can be found at the following link,
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs/pdfs/turf _rpt.pdf, in addition the power point/
executive summary http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs/pdfs/turf _ppt.pdf.

Immediately following the presentation, Mr. Leonard opened the floor to
guestions from the council. Mr. McLaughlin wanted to know what the next
steps were in achieving the goal of identifying funding to add synthetic turf
fields to the remaining eight high schools. Mr. Leonard stated that both
boards would need to indicate a willingness to work together to achieve the
level of public funding the report indicates as necessary to move forward.
There are signs that this willingness is currently present.

There were concerns brought up about the recommendation from the
task force to put a moratorium on the money from the mini-grant program and
divert it to the installation of turf for the eight schools. The concern is that it
takes a leveraged option away from the groups who are willing to contribute
to developing new fields.

Mr. Thompson took the equity issue in the other direction. If the task force
recommends relying heavily on public dollars to install synthetic turf at the
remaining eight schools, there are many schools and community groups who
leveraged themselves greatly to develop synthetic turf fields at their
respective schools. The county needs to do everything we can to help the
remaining eight schools, but we need to realize the previous sixteen schools
may not be able to contribute as much towards replacement as they did in
development.

Part of the task force report recommends the eight schools contribute a
percentage to the development cost, which was determined by the number of
students the school has on free and reduced lunch. Several council members
were interested in knowing whether anyone on the task force has reached
out to these schools to see if they feel the monetary goals are within reach.
Mr. Jansen and Mr. Curran reported that they reached out to the majority of
the eight remaining schools informally and they all feel the goals are
attainable.

Mr. Champness asked for the county position is on using bonds for the
development of the new fields. In trying to remedy the disparities highlighted
in the report, it was determined that bonding was not the best option for
timely development. Mr. Champness feels that although bonding may not
be a good option for development, it should still be an option for the
replacement of synthetic turf fields. The task force consulted with the
Department of Management and Budget office and their recommendation
was that bonding was not a good option for replacement due to the lifecycle
of the fields. Mr. Leonard stated that for the reasons of timeliness
(development) and lifecycle (replacement), the task force determined a Pay-
Go option for each was a more preferable approach.



http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs/pdfs/turf_rpt.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs/pdfs/turf_ppt.pdf
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PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL (CONTINUED)

In the end, the council recognized the task force for doing an amazing job
bringing together important individuals from the Board of Supervisors
(Supervisor Frey), the School Board (Braddock Representative Ms.
McLaughin), the Park Authority Board (Chairman Bouie, Representative
Quincey) and Neighborhood and Community Services as well as staff from
the different entities. The collaboration between the groups will go a long way
towards helping to achieve the goals the task force was tasked with.

CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
N/A

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

The June 19 minutes were approved.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The School start time committee drafted a letter that will be shared with
the council and then sent to FCPS shortly after receiving input from the
council. The committee consists of the following members: Mark Meana,
Mike Thompson, Dave Lacey, Mike Champness, Stephen McLaughlin,
Harold Leff and Marcia Pape.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Turf Field Committee:
N/A

Policy Committee:
The policy committee is hoping to reconvene in September to go over the
draft changes that were proposed in 2012.

SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES

Baseball
N/A

Fast-Pitch Softball

The Softball community is very thankful for the synthetic turf project at
Falls Church High School. The construction will create a dual-purpose
practice field.

Slow-Pitch Softball
N/A

Basketball
N/A

Football
N/A

Lacrosse
N/A
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Soccer
N/A

Volleyball
Several members of the volleyball community are working with the

George Mason University volleyball program to create a partnership that will
help elevate the game by focusing on coaching. There are also preliminary
discussions with Marymount University and Georgetown to come up with
ideas on ways to share resources.

Badminton
N/A

Other
N/A

MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES

Information — Fairfax County Public Schools:

FCPS is currently working with FCPA to have a consistent sign that can
be posted on all Synthetic Turf fields that states the rules and regulations for
usage.

Information — Fairfax County Park Authority:

Mr. Johnson gave an update on the status of several synthetic turf projects.
Lewinsville Park is currently in the middle of the project that will shift the orientation
of the fields currently on site. In addition to shifting the orientation, the project will
replace one field and add synthetic turf to an additional field with anticipated
completion sometime in September. EC Lawrence Park will begin construction of an
additional synthetic turf field with a fall completion scheduled, at which point the
current synthetic turf field will have the surface replaced. Timber Ridge (formerly
EDS) in Chantilly is tentatively scheduled for 2014 installation of two synthetic turf
fields and two 90’ baseball diamonds. Loisdale Park (formerly K. Jennings property)
is tentatively scheduled for 2014 installation of one synthetic turf field.

The Park Authority is in the process of working on the needs assessment and
will have a presentation to the council in the near future detailing the process.

Mr. Johnson reported that the first ‘Tournaments for Turf’ tournament was a
success. The Park Authority held a one-day flag football tournament at Poplar Tree
and Oak Marr and grossed $3700 profit for the initiative.

Mr. Thompson feels athletic groups need to be more involved in the Park
Authority Master Plan process. Information on future master plan public meetings
will be shared with the council and athletic groups.

Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:

Mrs. Avvisato reported that NCS was able to secure TD Bank as a sponsor for
the upcoming Champions of Character Ceremony. The ceremony will be held on
Tuesday, October 15 in the Government Center.
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NEW BUSINESS
N/A

OLD BUSINESS
The Tysons Corner Task force report is nearing completion and the group
is hoping to have the report out in September.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully,

%&Q%

Marcia Pape
Secretary
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