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FAIRFAX COUNTY ATHLETIC COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

June 19, 2013 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Marcia Pape Daniels, Braddock District 
Michael Champness, Dranesville District 
Gregory Beckwith, Dranesville District Alternate  
Harold Leff, Hunter Mill District 
James Elder, Hunter Mill District Alternate 
Michael Rodgers, Lee District 
Barbara Lowrey, Mason District  
Jonathan Willmott, Mount Vernon District  
Stephen McLaughlin, Providence District  
Michael Thompson Jr., Springfield District 
David Lacey, Sully District 
Clement Chan, Diversity-At-Large 
Barbara Glakas, Town of Herndon  
Sam Althoff, Town of Vienna  
Suzy Willemssen, Fast-Pitch Softball Council 
Mark Meana, Football Council  
Mary Ann Wagner, Lacrosse Council 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 
                         Todd Johnson, Fairfax County Park Authority 

Michael Thompson Jr., Fairfax County Park Authority 
Bill Curran, Fairfax County Public Schools 

        Chris Leonard, Neighborhood and Community Services 
        Paul Jansen, Neighborhood and Community Services 

 Steve Groff, Neighborhood and Community Services 
   

                 MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Elmer Arias, Member-at-Large  
Jeffrey Stein, Town of Clifton  
Rob Hahne, Baseball Council 
Dave Vennergrund, Basketball Council  
Carl Coan, Slow Pitch Softball Council  
Lula Bauer, Soccer Council  
Bill Bush, Volleyball Council  
Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs 
 

GUESTS:    
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To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods, and diverse communities of Fairfax County 
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Baseball Council 
 
Suzy Willemssen 
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Adult Softball Council 
 
Dave Vennergrund 
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Mark Meana, Vice Chairman 
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Mary Ann Wagner 
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Jenni Cantwell 
Women’s Sports 
 
Non-Voting Members: 
Todd Jonhson 
Park Authority  
 
Michael Thompson, Jr.  
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Bill Curran 
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Megan McLaughlin 
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MEETING OPENING 

 
Mr. Leff called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m. Roll was called and a 

quorum was present. 
 

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
N/A 

 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
  Eric Kulczycky with Visit Fairfax would like to thank everyone for allowing 
him to address the council. Make sure to keep Visit Fairfax in mind with any 
future tourism or tournament needs. The council thanked Mr. Kulczycky and 
Visit Fairfax for providing food for the meeting. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
The May 15 minutes were approved with some minor edits. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  

N/A 
 

 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
 Turf Field Committee: 

Mr. Meana gave an update on the Synthetic Turf Task Force. The 
purpose of the task force is to focus on development, replacement and 
maintenance of the synthetic turf fields in Fairfax County. Over the past 
several months, the emphasis has shifted towards providing short and long 
term recommendations. The task force is winding down, with presentations to 
the Board of Supervisors, Fairfax County School Board, Athletic Council and 
Park Authority Board scheduled between July 15 and July 24.  
 

Policy Committee:   
The policy committee is currently working on the updated draft and hope 

to meet in the upcoming month. In addition, Mr. McLaughlin’s work with the 
Tysons Corner Task force is nearing an end with a report scheduled to come 
out soon. 
 
SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Baseball 
 N/A 
 
 Fast-Pitch Softball 

The Softball community was impacted by summer closures to high school 
fields to deal with the installation of synthetic turf fields. With the help of NCS 
and FCPS, the softball community was able to get some fields back to use 
during the summer months.  
 
 Slow-Pitch Softball 
 N/A  
 
 Basketball 
 N/A  
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Football 

 The football community is turning their attention to education and safety 
awareness. The Heads up Program was rolled out to Fairfax County Football 
programs with help from FCPS. Fairfax County is now at the forefront of the 
movement to educate players, parents and coaches about proper technique 
and safety in the sport of football.  

 
Lacrosse 
The Lacrosse season concluded on June 10th, with the post-season 

tournament as the culmination of the season. The council would like to thank 
Chantilly HS men’s lacrosse and Madison HS women’s lacrosse for winning 
state championships.  

 
Soccer 
N/A 
 
Volleyball 

  N/A 
 

Badminton 
Evergreen Badminton Club is hoping to host a tournament in July. The 

Club will work with NCS to try and secure a location. 
 
Other 
N/A 

 
Information – Fairfax County Public Schools: 
 
Mr. Curran reported the schools start time issue is all over the news this 

week. The FCPS board has resolved to find a way to make this work, with 
the most likely implementation involving pushing back each school level by 
45 minutes to one hour. It is widely believed that the entire athletic 
community will be affected by this decision. Everyone in the athletic 
community needs to educate themselves, all sports, and magisterial 
organizations on the anticipated impact it will have on their usage at schools.   

Mr. Champness put forward the following motion: to establish a sleep 
time subcommittee. The first order of the subcommittee is to write a letter to 
send to the school board to be included in the discussion and analysis in 
making the final decision. The motion passed unanimously. Mr. Champness 
will serve on the committee and work on drafting a letter to send to the school 
board.  

Mr. Curran reported that all high school football programs now have one 
player safety coach. The coach will be present at all practices and games to 
address any health and safety related issues. 

Mr. Curran would like to congratulate Mount Vernon men’s soccer, 
Thomas Jefferson men’s tennis, South County women’s track, Chantilly 
men’s lacrosse and Madison women’s lacrosse on winning state titles in their 
respective sports for the spring 2013 season. 
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MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Information – Fairfax County Park Authority: 
 
Mr. Johnson gave an update on the mobile food vending initiative is currently 

underway. The Park Authority is currently taking applications for vendors. The parks 
currently include: Arrowbrook, Baron Cameron, Dunn Loring, Lake Fairfax, Mason 
District, Nottoway, Oak Marr, Pine Ridge, Rolling Valley West, South Run and 
Wakefield.  

Mr. Johnson gave an update on the status of several synthetic turf projects. 
Lewinsville Park is currently in the middle of construction with anticipated 
completion sometime in September. EC Lawrence Park should begin construction 
soon with a September completion scheduled. Timber Ridge (formerly EDS) in 
Chantilly is tentatively scheduled for 2014 installation of two synthetic turf fields and 
two 90’ baseball diamonds.  

The Park Authority is hosting the USGA Public Links championship at Laurel 
Hills Golf Course from July 15-20 and is in need of volunteers.  

Mr. Thompson stated that the Park Authority accreditation is currently underway. 
In addition, Supervisor Herrity is in the process of putting together a public meeting 
to go over the parking issues which will impact South Run District Park over the 
next year. 

The Park Authority has a flag football tournament scheduled for July 6th as a 
part of the Tournaments for Turf initiative. There are currently 17 teams registered. 
The next tournament is scheduled for Thanksgiving weekend and the Park Authority 
is looking for suggestions on sports and format of the tournament. Please contact 
Rebecca Frece (Rebecca.frece@fairfaxcounty.gov) if you are interested in helping. 
 

Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:  
 
Mr. Jansen handed out a flyer about the upcoming Fairfax County Sports 

summit which will be held on Friday, July 26 at 9:00.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
   N/A 
   

       OLD BUSINESS   
Elections for the Athletic Council executive committee were held. Stephen 

McLaughlin was elected as the chair and Harold Leff as the vice-chair, with 
both being unanimous. Mark Meana and Marcia Pape were nominated for 
Secretary. After compiling votes, Marcia Pape was elected. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
     Stephen McLaughlin 
     Secretary 
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