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 MEETING OPENING 

 
 Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called 
and a quorum was present. 
 
PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
 The March 18, 2015 Athletic Council minutes are still being worked on 
due to the length of the meeting.  Those minutes will be approved at the next 
Council Meeting. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
  N/A 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Policy Committee 
 Mr. Lacey and Ms. Avvisato indicated that the revised Field Allocation 
Policy would be presented to the Park Authority Board next week.  After that, 
meetings will be set up with each of the Board of Supervisors to review the 
revised policy.  Mr. Lacey stated that he would like to start on the Gym 
Allocation Policy and that word needs to get out to the user groups.  Ms. 
Avvisato stated that a committee would be put together to review the Gym 
Allocation Policy. 
 
Turf Committee 
 Ms. Avvisato explained that the committee had met prior to Athletic 
Council to discuss equitable funding for the replacement of synthetic turf 
fields.  She reiterated that the replacement cannot be entirely funded by user 
groups.  The committee will continue to meet to discuss the replacement of 
synthetic turf fields.  Ms. Moxie inquired about alternate infills for fields 
coming up for replacement.  Ms. Avvisato stated that the Health Department 
had done a study 6 months ago that concluded that the infill was still safe 
and we are moving forward until otherwise stated. 

  
 SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Football 

 Mr. Meana explained that the safety certification is gaining momentum 
and is greatly important.  The certification covers concussion awareness, 
hydration and other safety issues.  He encouraged all organizations to have 
safety certification. 

 
 Fast Pitch Softball 

 Mr. Coan stated that the softball season was under way. 
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 Baseball 

 Mr. Klemm reported that the weather has been nice and that teams have 
begun their season. 
 
Volleyball 
 Mr. Pruitt indicated that spring is the primary season for volleyball and 
that registration is at an all-time high. 

 
 Soccer 

 Ms. Moxie reported that 75% of youth soccer players are 12 and under 
and require small sided fields and goals.  She was told by policy that they 
cannot store small sided goals at park sites.  Mr. Johnson and Mr. Thompson 
stated that they would send the policy to Ms. Moxie and that there were 
upcoming meetings where this issue will be discussed. 

 
 MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 Mr. Curran indicated that the spring season was in full swing.  High 
school playoffs start in May.  Robinson SS will host the 5A and 6A state 
jubilee June 11-14.   
 Mr. Curran also reported that the softball field at Lee High Park had been 
completed and it is an outstanding complex for Lee HS and the community.  
A permanent fence line was also completed at Ossian Hall Park for 
Annandale HS and the community.  The next step for these projects will be to 
add press boxes. 

 
 Fairfax County Park Authority 

 Mr. Johnson gave an update on upcoming turf projects at Arrowhead 
Park and Grist Mill Park scheduled for this summer.  Arrowhead Park will be 
getting 2 synthetic turf fields and Grist Mill Park will have 1 synthetic turf field. 
 Johnson explained that the trash free park initiative at Sully Highlands 
Park was under way.  He stated that more signage and banners will be 
added to remind the community of the initiative.  Mr. Purcell suggested 
adding a plastic bag station so users could carry multiple water bottles.  Mr. 
Johnson agreed this was a good idea and would look into it.  Mr. Johnson 
hopes to expand the initiative to other locations.   
 Mr. Johnson indicated that Ms. Bentley and Ms. Stallman from the Park 
Authority would attend the next Athletic Council meeting to give an updated 
on the Needs Assessment.  Mr. Johnson hopes to engage more Athletic 
Council members in the process.  
  Mr. Thompson reported that the synthetic turf field at Rolling Valley West 
Park would be completed shortly.   
 Mr. Coan asked how much the replacement has been for synthetic turf 
field projects that the Park Authority has done?  Mr. Johnson stated that the 
replacement cost has been roughly half of the development of the field.  Mr. 
Klemm inquired if the surveys for the Needs Assessment had gone out?  Mr. 
Johnson indicated that the surveys had been sent out. 
  
Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Ms. Avvisato explained that NCS is currently updating their scheduling 
system which includes the online system that the community uses.  She 
encouraged the Council to email NCS with any feedback regarding the online 
system.   
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 Ms. Avvisato also reported that a survey had been sent to the major 
organizations asking if they have non-profit status, insurance and whether 
they conduct background checks.  She was pleased that almost 100% of the 
organizations already have these in place.   
 Mr. Martino reported that the field monitor program is in the process of 
being redesigned and he hopes to roll it out the first week of May.  Mr. Lacey 
inquired about the status of the volunteer field monitor program.  Mr. Martino 
explained that NCS would be pushing back the launch of the program, 
however NCS will send out the responsibilities of a volunteer field monitor to 
the groups.  Mr. Purcell wanted to ensure that having a digital copy of a 
permit instead of a hard copy would suffice.  Mr. Martino ensured that a 
digital copy is fine and would reiterate this to the monitors. 

  
 NEW BUSINESS 
  

 Mr. Meana encouraged the Council to visit the new Little League field in 
Vienna at Glyndon Park.  He reported that it is an outstanding complex with 
state of the art LED lighting system and a synthetic turf mound. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
  Ms. Glakas thanked Mr. Curran for the information he provided the 
Council on crumb rubber infill safety but reiterated that she was specifically 
interested in information on Fairfax County fields.  She stated that she had 
followed up on the studies provided by Mr. Curran at the March meeting.  Ms. 
Glakas noted that some information in the report done for the Synthetic Turf 
Council has been refuted and that council advocates for synthetic turf fields.  
The LaboSport Canada report used standards for toy safety, as they have no 
standards for turf infill.  She contacted Ryan Teeter at TraceAnalysis 
regarding the “Summary Report” done on two fields in December 2014 and 
was told the fields sampled were located in West Texas.  Ms. Glakas also 
contacted the Fairfax County Health Department and spoke with a supervisor 
who informed her, “We have nothing to do with it,” and stated that they have 
no standards.  Ms. Allen responded that Dr. Gloria Ayensu, Director of the 
Health Department, is reviewing all the research again and they are definitely 
on top of it.  Ms. Allen ensured the findings from the Health Department 
would be shared with the Council when they are made available.  Mr. Curran 
replied that Mr. Teeter is based in Lovettsville, Virginia, did the studies of the 
two fields himself, and stands behind his statement that the fields analyzed 
were local.  He will follow up to verify that the fields were located in Northern 
Virginia. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Marcia Pape 



Secretary 
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