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MEMBERS PRESENT:  
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Sarah Allen, Neighborhood and Community Services 
Jason Shelton, Neighborhood and Community Services 
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Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs 
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 MEETING OPENING 

 
 Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called 
and a quorum was present. 
 
PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY ON BACKGROUND CHECKS 
 

County Attorney Elizabeth Teare addressed the Council regarding her office’s 
continuing concerns over background checks in the updated Field Allocation Policy.  
They do not want to receive the results of background checks on individuals, 
preferring to simply have organizations certify that they have a policy in place that 
requires such checks.  She presented proposed new language and a waiver that all 
organizations would need to submit verifying that they have a policy in place 
“requiring appropriate and periodic background checks.”  Multiple Council members 
inquired about the definition of “periodic background checks,” noting it could be 
interpreted multiple ways.  The Council decided to put “periodic” in the Definitions 
section of the Field Allocation Policy and define periodic as “at least every two 
years.”   

  Ms. Lowrey asked if there is documentation that organizations can present 
showing they do background checks.  Ms. Teare indicated that the waiver should 
take care of this and that NCS doesn’t want to collect actual background check 
policies because that would make them more liable if something happened.  Mr. 
Thompson suggested adding the background check policy as a requirement to be a 
Certified Athletic Organization.  Ms. Teare recommended against doing so, noting 
that  the county does not want to imply approval of whatever background check 
policy a group has adopted.  Ms. Pape inquired why organizations wouldn’t be 
required to perform Child Protective Services checks as well, which reveal civil 
proceedings not shown by a criminal check.  Mr. Leonard explained that CPS 
checks are administratively burdensome.  A notary is required and the checks have 
to be sent to the state, so the timing getting them back varies.  Mr. Gray asked if the 
representative that signs the waiver has to be the president of the organization.  If 
the organization’s by-laws allow for delegation of responsibility, that is fine.  Mr. 
Leonard stated that organizations must submit certification of background checks 
every season as part of the field request process.   

The Council voted in favor of amending the Field Allocation Policy language 
regarding background checks and adding a definition for “periodic.” 
 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
 Ms. Craig had an amendment to the May 2015 minutes.  Ms. Pape and 
Mr. Shelton stated they will incorporate it and the May 2015 minutes were 
approved. 
  
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
  N/A 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Nomination Committee 
 Mr. Lacey stated that Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Leff and Ms. Pape were the 
nominees for Athletic Council Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary, 
respectively.  The Council voted and all three were unanimously reelected to 
their positions.   

 
 
 SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Soccer 

 Ms. Moxie reported that the Soccer Council’s bylaws are up to date.  She 
also stated that the Soccer Council is checking with other states that play 
high school soccer in the fall instead of the spring, as in Virginia.  There is a 
worry that youth are getting worn down in the spring with both high school 
and travel soccer. 
 
Baseball 
 Mr. Klemm reported that there have been some communication issues 
regarding closure of high school fields.  He inquired if it was possible to 
contact user groups directly with cancellations.  An issue also arose with 
school security not accepting an electronic copy of a field permit.  Ms. Craig 
indicated that school security can look at field schedules in FSDirect.  Mr. 
Klemm stated that he had received a permit for use of Stuart HS through 
June 19, but turf construction began in early June.  He also reported a port-a-
john issue at Mount Vernon HS, where port-a-johns are being removed after 
the school season ends although the fields continue to be used by the 
community.  NCS stated they will look into this. 

 
 Volleyball 

 Mr. Pruitt reported that the spring season is winding down.  They are also 
seeing a huge growth in outdoor youth volleyball which is promising.  Mr. 
Pruitt thanked Mr. Lacey for running the end of season all-star tournament.  
Mr. Pruitt reiterated that he is eager to start going through the Gym Allocation 
Policy and the volleyball organizations have some strong opinions on the 
current policy. 

 
 MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
  
 N/A 

 
 Fairfax County Park Authority 

 Mr. Johnson stated that they are working on a portable goal policy and 
they have found a no-tip goal that they are comfortable with.  He updated the 
Council that one field at Grist Mill Park and two fields at Arrowhead Park are 
being converted to synthetic turf this summer.  Mr. Thompson shared with the 
Council that there is a public meeting on July 14 at 7:00 p.m. at Willow 
Springs ES for the conceptual design of the Lincoln Lewis Vanoy project, 
which will be a baseball complex. 
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Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Mr. Leonard shared a memo from County Executive Ed Long regarding 
the safety of synthetic turf fields.  He stated he is confident that the right 
people in Fairfax County are on top of the issue. 
 Mr. Shelton reported that NCS is finishing up fall field scheduling.  He 
also shared information regarding the upcoming World Police and Fire 
Games and told the Council that a free ticket to the opening ceremony at 
RFK Stadium was sent to all field and gym users. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 N/A 

  
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Mr. Thompson shared an email from the Board of Education regarding 
the concussion law that was passed.  The conclusion was there is no 
timetable for compliance, no guidance on what is required, and no 
enforcement mechanism.  The recommendation for the youth organizations 
is to use the concussion information on CDC’s website as a guideline to 
develop a concussion policy. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.   
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Marcia Pape 
Secretary 
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