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 MEETING OPENING 

 
 Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called 
and a quorum was present. 
 
PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT  
 

Ms. Bentley and Ms. Stallman from the Fairfax County Park Authority gave an 
update on the Park Authority Needs Assessment.  Ms. Stallman noted that they 
have received over 1,800 comments thus far, including organized input from the 
baseball, equestrian, and disc golf communities.  Ms. Bentley indicated that 
inventory is extremely important and that they will be counting five different types of 
fields: baseball 60’, softball 60’, softball 65’, baseball 90’, and rectangular, including 
all lengths and widths.  Ms. Bentley and Ms. Stallman also said they will be 
classifying the fields by condition factors.  These factors include synthetic turf, 
lights, irrigation, natural turf quality, fixed field elements (fixed goals, backstops, and 
fences), flexible play area (small-sided rectangular fields and 50/70 baseball fields), 
parking availability, and overlays, and asked if the Council had any other ideas.  Mr. 
Bush suggested that surrounding community conditions should be added as well 
because some are opposed to lights or have a noise ordinance.  Mr. McLaughlin 
also suggested that topography be added because all fields are not flat.  Mr. 
McLaughlin asked if there is a minimum standard for rectangular fields.  Ms. 
Stallman stated that determining game field vs. practice field is tricky.  Mr. Leff was 
curious how overlays were counted.  Mr. Johnson and Ms. Stallman said overlays 
will count as ½ field rectangle and ½ field diamond and that they can’t be counted 
as a full rectangle or full diamond.  Mr. Lacey mentioned that one unique location is 
Liberty MS, where the fields are used for multiple activities depending on which user 
group is using it.  Ms. Bentley stated the next steps are to finalize the inventory, 
continue to collect needs surveys, and to begin analysis.  She indicated that she 
would come to the September Council meeting to give another update. 
 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
 The March 18, 2015 and April 15, 2015 minutes were approved.  Ms. 
Pape indicated that a couple of amendments had been made to each set of 
minutes; updated copies were made available. 
  
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
  Mr. McLaughlin thanked Mr. Leonard and Ms. Avvisato for meeting with 
members of the Board of Supervisors regarding the Field Allocation Policy.  
He also indicated that elections would be held in June or July and asked Mr. 
Lacey to head the Nomination Committee.   
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Policy Committee 
 Mr. Lacey stated that there are two proposed changes to the Field 
Allocation Policy.  The first is removing the 9:00 p.m. end time from the 
Limitations on Facility Use section of the Field Allocation Policy to give more 
flexibility to NCS when scheduling both youth and adults.  In meetings, 
members of the Board of Supervisors reported they received a lot of 
feedback and concern about the 9:00 p.m. time that was stated in the policy.  
The second change is clarifying the priority of scheduling chart. 
 Mr. Lacey indicated that the Board of Supervisor will receive the policy to 
vote on at the June 23 meeting.  Ms. Craig asked about scheduling of for-
profit groups.  Ms. Avvisato stated that for-profit groups will still go through 
FCPS and FCPA.  Mr. Lacey proposed a motion to accept both changes, it 
was seconded by Mr. McLaughlin, and both changes were approved.  

  
 SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Slow Pitch Softball 

 Ms. Frece indicated that the softball season is going well, minus the 
occasional rain.  She also praised FCPA for working well on fixing issues with 
softball fields. 

 
 Volleyball 

 Mr. Bush introduced Mr. Chuck Pruitt as the new Volleyball Council 
alternate.  Mr. Pruitt has also developed a survey for the volleyball 
community to better understand their needs that has been distributed. 
 
Baseball 
 Mr. Klemm stated that everything is good with the baseball fields.  He 
reminded the council that Kyle’s Kamp is this weekend and Waters Field in 
Vienna is the “center point”. 
 
Soccer 
 Ms. Moxie asked if there is a more efficient way to streamline the 
scholarship process because it is very labor intensive.  She indicated that 
Lee-Mount Vernon Sports Club had 429 scholarships, Herndon Youth Soccer 
had 500 scholarships and Braddock Road Youth Club had 125 scholarships, 
which take quite a while to process.  Ms. Avvisato replied that NCS is looking 
at improving the scholarship process. 

 
 MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 Ms. Craig stated that 20ish leagues have Friend of the Field agreements 
for about 20ish school fields.  Fairfax Stormwater Management has said that 
nutrients on fields now must be applied by a certified nutrient management 
person.  Therefore, the Friend of the Field agreements will need to be 
updated to reflect this change.  Ms. Craig said it is great timing since most of 
the Friend of the Field agreements expire in about a month. 
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 Fairfax County Park Authority 

 Mr. Johnson stated that two fields at Arrowhead Park and one field at 
Grist Mill Park will be converted to synthetic turf this summer.  That will leave 
the second field at Pine Ridge Park as the last remaining field to be 
converted to synthetic turf from the 2012 Park Authority bond.  Pine Ridge 
will be converted next summer. 
 Mr. Thompson explained that FCPA will take up the Master Plan for 
Patriot West before August break and take it to a public meeting.  FCPA is 
trying to get this done before spring when bonds are approved.  He reminded 
the Council that the plan is to make the complex a baseball complex. 
 
Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Mr. Leonard and Ms. Avvisato thanked Council members for attending 
the Board of Supervisors meetings in regards to the Field Allocation Policy 
and other issues such as the Prince Williams County Athletic Council and 
synthetic turf fields. It is clear that this is a working body, not a resume 
builder, and that the Board of Supervisors has trust in the Athletic Council 
representatives. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Mr. McLaughlin asked Mr. Shelton to send an email to the Council 
regarding elections to be held at the June meeting. 

  
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Ms. Pape inquired about the status of the sports council by-laws.  Ms. 
Avvisato stated that she would check with the individual sports councils and 
send an email out with an update.   
 Mr. Pruitt asked about the status of the state mandated concussions law 
and indicated that there is confusion among coaches and parents.  Mr. 
Thompson stated that the law had been passed, but implementation has 
been delayed because of questions on how to implement.  This topic will be 
put on the June agenda to discuss further. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m.   
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Marcia Pape 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 


	MINUTES
	May 20, 2015
	Members Present:
	County Representatives Present:
	Members Absent:
	Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes
	Meeting Opening
	Presentation to Council
	Fairfax County Park Authority Needs Assessment

