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FAIRFAX COUNTY ATHLETIC COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

December 19, 2012 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Marcia Pape Daniels, Braddock District 
Michael Champness, Dranesville District 
Gregory Beckwith, Dranesville District Alternate  
Harold Leff, Hunter Mill District 
James Elder, Hunter Mill District Alternate 
Michael Rodgers, Lee District 
Jonathan Willmott, Mount Vernon District  
Stephen McLaughlin, Providence District  
Michael Thompson Jr., Springfield District 
David Lacey, Sully District 
Clement Chan, Diversity-At-Large 
Eric Sohn, Diversity-At-Large Alternate 
Elmer Arias, Member-at-Large  
Rob Hahne, Baseball Council 
William Minto, Fast-Pitch Softball Council 
Mark Meana, Football Council  
Mary Ann Wagner, Lacrosse Council 
Carl Coan, Slow Pitch Softball Council  
Lula Bauer, Soccer Council  
Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs 
 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 
                         Todd Johnson, Fairfax County Park Authority 

Ken Quincy, Fairfax County Park Authority 
        Karen Avvisato, Neighborhood and Community Services 

Paul Jansen, Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Steve Groff, Neighborhood and Community Services 
   

                 MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Barbara Lowrey, Mason District  
Jeffrey Stein, Town of Clifton  
Sam Althoff, Town of Vienna  
Gerald W. Carter, Town of Herndon  
Dave Vennergrund, Basketball Council  
Bill Bush, Volleyball Council 

 
GUESTS:    

Bill Knight, President & CEO, World Police and Fire Games 
Bruce Blechl, World Police and Fire Games 
Tony Shobe, World Police and Fire Games 
Jerome Williams, World Police and Fire Games 
  

 
 
 

 
  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  
 

To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods, and diverse communities of Fairfax County 
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Secretary 
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Clement Chan 
Diversity-At-Large 
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Member-At-Large 
 
Town Representatives: 
Jeffrey E. Stein 
Town of Clifton 
 
Barbara Glakas 
Town of Herndon 
 
Sam Althoff 
Town of Vienna 
 
 
Sports-Specific 
Representatives:  

Rob Hahne 
Baseball Council 
 
William Minto 
Fast Pitch Softball Council 
 
Carl A. S. Coan, III 
Adult Softball Council 
 
Dave Vennergrund 
Basketball Council 
 
Mark Meana, Vice Chairman 
Football Council 
 
Mary Ann Wagner 
Lacrosse Council 
 
Lula Bauer 
Soccer Council 
 
Bill Bush 
Volleyball Council 
 
Jenni Cantwell 
Women’s Sports 
 
Non-Voting Members: 
Todd Jonhson 
Park Authority  
 
Ken Quincy 
Park Authority  
 
Bill Curran 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Megan McLaughlin 
School Board 
 
Executive Agency: 
Christopher Leonard 
Director 
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MEETING OPENING 

 
Mr. Leff called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. Roll was called and a 

quorum was present. 
 

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
 
  Mr. Bruce Blechl gave a presentation on the upcoming World Police and 
Fire games scheduled to be held in Fairfax County in 2015. The games will be 
held from June 26-July 5, with plans for the event currently underway. The two 
week showcase event will host upwards of 12,000 athletes, with an expected 
economic impact of over $80 million. Organizers of the games are looking for 
local groups to partner with in hopes of providing officials, as well as volunteers 
to coordinate specific sports. For more information please contact Bruce Blechl 
(bruce@fairfax2015.com), Bill Knight (bill.knight@fairfax2015.com), Tony 
Shobe (tony@fairfax2015.com) or Jerome Williams 
(Jerome@fairfax2015.com).   

 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL  
 

N/A 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
  
 N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
The November 14 minutes were approved. 
 

 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
 Mr. Leff gave an update on the Synthetic Turf Task Force. The task force 
has met for several months, with the main focuses of the task force being 
development, replacement and maintenance of synthetic turf fields in Fairfax 
County. The task force is comprised of individuals from the Fairfax County Park 
Authority, Fairfax County Public Schools, Neighborhood and Community 
Services, Board of Supervisors as well as the Public School Board. 
 The task force will compile a list of short and long-term priorities for the 
Board of Supervisors and School Board to consider. The Board of Supervisors 
hopes that the task force will help the FCPA and FCPS collaborate on 
opportunities for improvement in dealing with all aspects of synthetic turf 
development, maintenance and replacement.  
 Mr. Champness asked whether the development of synthetic turf fields was 
a higher priority for the task force than maintenance and replacement. Mr. Leff 
stated that development and replacement go hand in hand. The task force is 
also looking at ways to narrow the gap between the haves and have-nots.   
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 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
 Turf Field Committee: 

The turf committee has received notices of intent as well as applications for 
the mini-grant program from the following sites: 

• Falls Church High School 
• South County High School 
• Edison High School 

 The committee will meet in the upcoming months to review the proposals 
and report out at the appropriate time. 
 
 Policy Committee:   

The policy committee leadership group met before the November meeting 
and worked on a list of next steps which the committee will now focus on. The 
committee hopes to meet again after the New Year.  

 
Scholarship Committee 
The scholarship committee met prior to the December meeting and 

discussed several new topics. The topic of main concern is the fact that the 
program has the same budget as in the past several years, but many more 
individuals are applying for scholarships. Due to these developments, 
individual applicants are being awarded less and less funding than in years 
past.  

The committee has decided to shift the focus towards reaching out to local 
business partners to help supplement the programs growing financial needs. 
The committee has come up with information that shows that approximately 
half of the NCS user groups apply for funding, while other groups have their 
own internal scholarship program. The committee plans to work through some 
of these issues and report to the council at upcoming meetings.  
 
MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Information – Fairfax County Public Schools: 
 
Mr. Curran was not in attendance for the December meeting, but he plans 

on presenting in detail the VHSL realignment plan and possible impacts it will 
have towards Fairfax County at the next council meeting.  

 
Information – Fairfax County Park Authority: 
 
Mr. Johnson gave his monthly synthetic turf field status report. The 

installation of synthetic turf at Great Falls Nike has completed, but the FCPA is 
still waiting final approval from the contractor to release the field to NCS for 
scheduling. The Timber Ridge property is slated to begin construction in 2013 
with the hopes of three diamond fields and two rectangle fields opening for 
usage in 2014. The Park Authority is also hoping to replace the synthetic turf 
fields at Lewinsville Park and EC Lawrence Park in 2013. 

Mr. Quincy reported that the Tysons Corner open space group is in the 
early planning stages. Several FCAC members are assisting the group with 
recommendations for the development of land in the Tysons area.  

Mr. Johnson reported that the FCPA Tournament Director position will be 
advertised within the next couple of weeks. 
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Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:  
 
Mrs. Avvisato reported on the Neighborhood and Community Services field 

monitor program. The program helps NCS employ 27 individuals who are responsible 
for monitoring 800+ fields and 300+ gyms. NCS is currently evaluating ways to better 
incorporate and add more structure to the program. Please contact NCS with any 
suggestions.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 N/A 
 

       OLD BUSINESS   
N/A 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
     Stephen McLaughlin 
     Secretary 
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