
Tysons Bicycle 
Transportation Plan

February, 2009



Overview
●

 

Goals for a Bicycle-Friendly Tysons
●

 

The Existing Situation
●

 

Creating a Bicycle-Friendly Tysons
–

 

Improve bicycling within Tysons for residents 
and employees

–

 

Connections to allow bike access to Tysons
–

 

Implementation
–

 

Public Involvement



Task Force Recommendations
●

 

The Framework To Transform 
Tysons:

“2.  Redesign the transportation network with a 
strong focus on transit, walking, and bikes;”
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Task Force Recommendations
●

 

Guiding Principles

“4.  Reduce the time, cost, and inconvenience of 
accessing and moving within Tysons Corner by 
promoting a functional and accessible system 
of pedestrian walkways, trails, shuttles, bike 
routes, a grid of streets, transit connections, 
and standard principles of trip reduction.”
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Goals
●

 

Create a bicycle-friendly Tysons
●

 

Network of bicycle routes 
●

 

Facilitate bicycling to Tysons from neighboring 
communities within 3 mile radius

●

 

End-of-trip facilities and bicycle/transit integration
●

 

Encourage safe bicycle use for all ages
●

 

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions, air pollution, 
and traffic congestion









Existing Conditions
●

 

Few facilities for cyclists
–

 

No dedicated on-road facilities
–

 

Significant barriers to surrounding 
neighborhoods

●

 

Low mode share due to lack of facilities
●

 

Some existing routes
–

 

Tysons tour in 2006
–

 

Good access from south
●

 

Tysons Bike to Work Day event 2007 & 08



Perimeter Connections 
1.

 

Ashgrove Lane/Northern Neck Drive

2.

 

Future Trail near Vesper Street

3.

 

Old Courthouse Road

4.

 

Route 123 South

5.

 

Gallows Road

6.

 

Route 7 East

7.

 

Proposed Beltway Bridge at Mall

8.

 

Route 123 North

9.

 

Proposed Beltway Bridge at Scotts Crossing

10.International Drive at Spring Hill Road

11.Route 7 West





Ashgrove Lane



Old Courthouse Rd



Rt 123 & Old Courthouse Rd



Gallows Rd & Old Courthouse Rd



Route 7Route 7 east



Route 123 north



International Dr



Route 7 West



Proposed Street Grid
●

 

Streets in proposed grid of streets will 
be bike-friendly
–

 

Streets designed as Complete Streets

–

 

Bike lanes on major bicycle routes

–

 

Local streets

●

 

Lower traffic volume & low speed limit 

●

 

Bicycles travel in lanes with traffic





Bicycle Infrastructure
●

 

End of Trip Facilities
–

 

Bike Parking, Public and Private, Long and 
Short term

–

 

Changing and shower facilities

●

 

Bike Station
–

 

Parking, changing facilities, repair, rental

●

 

Bike Sharing
–

 

Similar to car sharing
–

 

Facilitates short trips by bike



End of Trip Facilities
●

 

Bicycle Parking (Public)
–

 

Covered, convenient parking at the future 
Metro stations

–

 

Short-term bike parking along local streets

–

 

Well-located inverted U racks at buildings, in 
neighborhoods and local parks







End of Trip Facilities
●

 

Bicycle Facilities (Private)
–

 

Short-term parking for visitors at residential, 
commercial, and retail developments

–

 

Long-term covered, secure, easily accessible 
parking in convenient locations for employees 
and residents

–

 

Shower and changing facilities for employees 
who commute by bicycle











End of Trip Facilities
●

 

Bicycle Parking Facility Guidelines

–

 

County developing guidelines

–

 

Based on Arlington County Bicycle Storage 

 Facility Requirements



Office Facilities
●

 

Office Bicycle Storage Facilities
–

 

One (1) employee bicycle parking space for 
every 7,500 square feet of office floor area and 

–

 

one (1) additional such visitor space for every 
20,000 square feet of office floor area



Residential Facilities
●

 

Residential Bicycle Storage Facilities
–

 

One (1) resident bicycle parking space for 
every three (3) residential units of residential 
units and 

–

 

One (1) visitor space for every 50 residential 
units of residential units



Retail Facilities
●

 

Retail Bicycle Storage Facilities
–

 

One (1) additional retail visitor/customer space 
for every 12,500 square feet of additional retail 
floor area

–

 

Two (2) retail visitor/customer bicycle parking 
spaces for every 10,000 square feet of the first 
50,000 square feet of retail floor area

–

 

One (1) additional retail employee space for 
every 25,000 square feet of retail floor area



Bike Station
●

 

A centrally-located easily-accessible bike 
facility providing:
–

 

Bike parking

–

 

Changing and shower facilities

–

 

Bike repair service

–

 

Bike rentals

–

 

Adjacent to Metro station











Bike Sharing
●

 

Used for short-term local trips
●

 

Some are funded by advertising
●

 

Inexpensive fees to encourage use
●

 

Implemented in many cities and rapidly 
expanding worldwide
–

 

Paris Velib: 20,000 bicycles and 1,450 stations
–

 

Lyon Velo'V: 4,000 bicycles and 340 stations
–

 

DC SmartBike: 120 bicycles and 10 stations
–

 

London: Plans for 6,000 bikes at 400 stations







Implementation
●

 

Bicycle facilities are integral part of street 
network
–

 

Difficult to implement bike lanes in piecemeal 
fashion.

●

 

TDM measures
–

 

Cash and tax incentives
–

 

Long and short term bike parking
–

 

Encouragement programs: bike to work events, 
bike commuting seminars, bike maps

–

 

Centrally located bike station



Community Involvement
●

 

Tysons Bicycle Advisory Committee
–

 

Part of Implementation Authority

–

 

Review development plans

–

 

Ensure that the bicycle plan goals are included 
in planning and land development decisions



Conclusions
●

 

Bikes are a critical part of a vision for Tysons as a 
people-focused urban center

●

 

Bikes have low environmental impact and help 
reduce congestion

●

 

Connections to surrounding neighborhoods are 
critical

●

 

People of all ages will bicycle if they are provided 
safe, convenient facilities
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