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FAIRFAX COUNTY ATHLETIC COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

May 15, 2013 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Marcia Pape Daniels, Braddock District 
Gregory Beckwith, Dranesville District Alternate  
Harold Leff, Hunter Mill District 
Barbara Lowrey, Mason District  
Jonathan Willmott, Mount Vernon District  
Stephen McLaughlin, Providence District  
David Lacey, Sully District 
Clement Chan, Diversity-At-Large 
Eric Sohn, Diversity-At-Large Alternate 
Elmer Arias, Member-at-Large  
Jeffrey Stein, Town of Clifton  
Barbara Glakas, Town of Herndon  
Carl Coan, Slow Pitch Softball Council  
Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 
                         Todd Johnson, Fairfax County Park Authority 

Bill Curran, Fairfax County Public Schools 
        Sarah Allen, Neighborhood and Community Services 

Karen Avvisato, Neighborhood and Community Services 
        Paul Jansen, Neighborhood and Community Services 

 Steve Groff, Neighborhood and Community Services 
   

                 MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Michael Champness, Dranesville District 
Michael Rodgers, Lee District 
Michael Thompson Jr., Springfield District 
Sam Althoff, Town of Vienna  
Rob Hahne, Baseball Council 
Dave Vennergrund, Basketball Council  
Suzy Willemssen, Fast-Pitch Softball Council 
Mark Meana, Football Council Mary Ann Wagner, Lacrosse Council 
Lula Bauer, Soccer Council  
Bill Bush, Volleyball Council 
 

GUESTS:    
  

 
 
 

 
  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  
 

To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods, and diverse communities of Fairfax County 
 

 
 

2013 Council Members 
 

Magisterial Representatives: 
Marcia M. Pape Daniels  
Braddock District 
 
Michael D. Champness 
Dranesville District 
 
Harold Leff, Chairman 
Hunter Mill District 
 
Michael L. Rodgers 
Lee District 
 
Barbara R. Lowrey 
Mason District 
 
Jonathan Willmott 
Mount Vernon District 
 
Stephen McLaughlin  
Secretary 
Providence District 
 
Michael Thompson, Jr. 
Springfield District 
 
David L. Lacey 
Sully District 
 
Clement Chan 
Diversity-At-Large 
 
Elmer Arias 
Member-At-Large 
 
Town Representatives: 
Jeffrey E. Stein 
Town of Clifton 
 
Barbara Glakas 
Town of Herndon 
 
Sam Althoff 
Town of Vienna 
 
 
Sports-Specific 
Representatives:  

Rob Hahne 
Baseball Council 
 
Suzy Willemssen 
Fast Pitch Softball Council 
 
Carl A. S. Coan, III 
Adult Softball Council 
 
Dave Vennergrund 
Basketball Council 
 
Mark Meana, Vice Chairman 
Football Council 
 
Mary Ann Wagner 
Lacrosse Council 
 
Lula Bauer 
Soccer Council 
 
Bill Bush 
Volleyball Council 
 
Jenni Cantwell 
Women’s Sports 
 
Non-Voting Members: 
Todd Jonhson 
Park Authority  
 
Michael Thompson, Jr.  
Park Authority  
 
Bill Curran 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Megan McLaughlin 
School Board 
 
Executive Agency: 
Christopher Leonard 
Director 
Neighborhood and Community 
Services 
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MEETING OPENING 

 
Mr. Leff called the meeting to order at 7:48 p.m. Roll was called and a 

quorum was present. 
 

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
N/A 

 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
The April 17 minutes were approved. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  

Mr. Leff reported that the Board of Supervisors decided to reinstate the 
tennis and basketball court resurface and repair money that was removed in 
the proposed FY14 Fairfax County Budget. The Athletic Council sent a letter to 
the board requesting that the money was reinstated.   

 
 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  
 Turf Field Committee: 

N/A 
 

Policy Committee:   
The policy committee is currently working on the updated draft and hope to 

meet in the upcoming month. 
 
SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Baseball 
 N/A 
 
 Fast-Pitch Softball 

N/A 
 
 Slow-Pitch Softball 
 N/A  
 
 Basketball 
 N/A  
 
 Football 
 N/A 

 
Lacrosse 
N/A 
 
Soccer 
N/A 
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Volleyball 

  N/A 
 

Badminton 
N/A 
 
Other 
N/A 

 
Information – Fairfax County Public Schools: 
 
Mr. Curran reported the school start time issue is back on the School Board 

radar. The new proposal is to take each school level (elementary, middle and 
high) and push back the start time 45 minutes. Keep an eye out for this issue in 
future FCPS Board meetings.  

Mr. Coan is interested on the FCPS position on the naming rights issue. Mr. 
Curran reported that the FCPS board is open to receiving proposals, but issues 
show there is little value in sponsorship because instead of one stadium or field 
being sponsored, there are 25 high schools which would share the revenues.  
 
 
MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Information – Fairfax County Park Authority: 
 
Mr. Johnson would like to thank the Athletic Council for the support in favor 

of reinstating the tennis court resurfacing and repair budget.  
Mr. Johnson gave an update on the status of several synthetic turf projects. 

Lewinsville Park and EC Lawrence Park are both set for summer installation of 
a brand new turf field, in addition to replacement of synthetic turf on the 
existing field. Both sites should be complete sometime in the fall season. 
Timber Ridge (formerly EDS) in Chantilly is tentatively scheduled for 2014 
installation of two synthetic turf fields and two 90’ baseball diamonds.  

The Park Board fully approved Policy 402 which adjusted the opening and 
closing dates on all Park Authority fields. In the past, Park fields opened based 
on the level field they were (Level 1 fields are both lit and irrigated; Level 2 are 
either lit or irrigated; Level 3 are neither lit nor irrigated). The new policy states 
that all rectangular and diamond fields open the last full weekend in March. All 
rectangular fields now close after the 3rd weekend in November, whereas all 
diamond fields close after the first full weekend in November.  

The mobile food vending initiative is currently underway in several parks 
throughout the county. The parks currently include: Arrowbrook, Baron 
Cameron, Dunn Loring, Lake Fairfax, Mason District, Nottoway, Oak Marr, Pine 
Ridge, Rolling Valley West, South Run and Wakefield.  

The Park Authority Strategic Plan was sent to Athletic Council Members the 
week of May 6-10. Please submit all feedback to the Park Authority for their 
consideration. 

The new Park Authority tournament coordinator is set to announce the first 
tournament which will be held July 4th weekend. The purpose of the Park 
Authority run tournaments is to make money which will go into the synthetic turf 
replacement reserve fund.  
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Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:  
 
Mrs. Avvisato reported that the 2013 Hershey Track meet was a success with 

over 400 registered participants. Additionally, Jeanne Kelly (Falls Church HS AD) 
would like to thank the athletic Council for helping secure funding to install synthetic 
turf fields on site in the summer.  

NCS is currently in the process of scheduling for the fall field season and would 
like to encourage groups to meet with their schedulers before the season starts to 
take care of any issues which may arise. NCS is also in the process of finalizing a 
volunteer field director program which will mirror the volunteer building director 
program.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  Elections for the Athletic Council executive committee will be held in June. 
Nominations are currently open with the following already submitted: 
  Chair:   Stephen McLaughlin 
  Vice-Chair:  Harold Leff 
  Secretary:   Mark Meana and Marcia Pape 
 

       OLD BUSINESS   
Information from the Park Authority Strategic Plan was sent to the council 

on May 6. The Park Authority extended the comment period a week to June 3 
to account for the late notice. The majority of the focus for the strategic plan is 
not athletics related; however there are ways to improve the FCPA business 
plan. Please make sure to send all input to the Park Authority as soon as 
possible. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
     Stephen McLaughlin 
     Secretary 
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