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FAIRFAX COUNTY ATHLETIC COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

October 15, 2014 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Gregory Beckwith, Dranesville District 
Harold Leff, Hunter Mill District 
James Elder, Hunter Mill District Alternate 
Jonathan Willmott, Mount Vernon District 
Stephen McLaughlin, Providence District  
Michael Thompson Jr., Springfield District 
David Lacey, Sully District 
Clement Chan, Diversity-At-Large Alternate  
Jeffrey E. Stein, Town of Clifton 
Barbara Glakas, Town of Herndon 
Sam Althoff, Town of Vienna 
Jerry Klemm, Baseball Council 
Gordon Austin, Basketball Council 
Suzy Willemssen, Fast Pitch Softball Council 
Mark Meana, Football Council 
Mary Ann Wagner, Lacrosse Council 
Rebecca Frece, Slow Pitch Softball Council Alternate 
Lula Bauer, Soccer Council 
Trish Moxie, Soccer Council Alternate 
Bill Bush, Volleyball Council 
Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 
Dan Sutherland, Fairfax County Park Authority 
Michael Thompson Jr., Fairfax County Park Authority Board 
Bill Curran, Fairfax County Public Schools 
Ilryong Moon, Fairfax County School Board 
Karen Avvisato, Neighborhood and Community Services 
Ian Bossert, Neighborhood and Community Services 

    
                 MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Marcia M. Pape Daniels, Braddock District 
Michael L. Rodgers, Lee District 
Barbara R. Lowrey, Mason District 
Elmer Arias, Member-at-Large  
Carl Coan, Slow Pitch Softball Council 
 

GUESTS: 
 Eric Kulczycky, Visit Fairfax  
 Douglas Phung, Ultimate Frisbee  

   
   

 
 

  
 

 
  
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  
 

To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods, and diverse communities of Fairfax County 
 

2014 Council Members 
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Braddock District 
 
Gregory Beckwith 
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Vice Chairman  
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Michael L. Rodgers  
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Barbara R. Lowrey 
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Member-At-Large 
 
Clement Chan  
Diversity-At-Large 
 
Town Representatives: 
 
Jeffrey E. Stein 
Town of Clifton 
 
Barbara Glakas 
Town of Herndon 
 
Sam Althoff 
Town of Vienna 

Sports-Specific  
Representatives: 
 
Jerry Klemm 
Baseball Council 
 
Suzy Willemssen 
Fast Pitch Softball Council 
 
Carl A. S. Coan, III 
Adult Softball Council 
 
Gordon Austin 
Basketball Council 
 
Mark Meana,  
Football Council 
 
Mary Ann Wagner 
Lacrosse Council 
 
Lula Bauer 
Soccer Council 
 
Bill Bush 
Volleyball Council 
 
Jenni Cantwell 
Women’s Sports 
 
 
Non-Voting Members: 
Michael Thompson 
Park Authority  
 
Todd Johnson 
Park Authority  
 
Ilryong Moon 
School Board 
 
William Curran 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Executive Agency: 
Christopher A. Leonard 
Director  
Neighborhood and Community 
Services 
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 MEETING OPENING 

 
 Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. Roll was called 
and a quorum was present. 
 
PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
 

 Ultimate Frisbee 
  Douglas Phung gave a presentation on Ultimate Frisbee highlighted by a film 

showing portions of a game.  Mr. Phung said Ultimate Frisbee exists in 43 
countries.  If Fairfax Ultimate Frisbee had the ability to grow, he estimates there 
would be 2,500 residents who would show interest in playing at a league level.  The 
major impediment keeping their league from growing is a lack of fields.  Another 
issue is not being recognized as a sport by Fairfax County high schools, which are 
governed by the Virginia High School League.  They are looking to be recognized 
as a spring season sport.  Mr. Phung indicated that they already have 501(c)4 non-
profit status. 
 
 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
 The September 17, 2014 minutes were approved. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
  N/A 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Policy Committee 
 Mr. Lacey said the committee met and finalized the draft.  Ms. Avvisato 
will take the draft and send it to the County attorney for review. 
 
Champions of Character 
 The award ceremony date is set for November 10, 2014. 

  
 SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Football 

 Mr. Meana stated that football is seeing their participant numbers 
dwindle, but only slightly.  Some of this is due to safety concerns, but another 
factor is players specializing in single sports. 

 
 Lacrosse 
 Ms. Wagner stated there is not much to report. 
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 Slow Pitch Softball 
  Ms. Frece indicated she also does not have much to report. 
 
 Fast Pitch Softball 

 Ms. Willemssen announced that she met with Design and Construction 
for Fairfax County Public Schools and looks for a positive outcome on 
obtaining a softball complex. 

  
 Volleyball 

 Mr. Bush stated that the season is winding down.  They are also looking 
at ways to grow the sport. 
 
Basketball 
 Mr. Austin explained they are working on their by-laws.  He said he is 
looking into the Positive Coaching Alliance because they lose players due to 
bad coaching and they want to improve their quality of coaching.  

 
 Baseball 

 Mr. Klemm explained they are also losing players.  He indicated baseball 
is trying to get more Park space through the upcoming Fairfax County Park 
Authority Needs Assessment. 

 
 Soccer 

 Ms. Bauer stated that soccer is growing and they have a lack of referees. 
 
 MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 Mr. Moon thanked the Council for including him in their meetings.  He 
spoke about the upcoming high school bell schedule.  Mr. Meana reminded 
him that the Council took a position to not oppose a change in start times 
based on representations as to the time community users would have access 
to school and Park Authority facilities.  Mr. Curran explained the start time 
may change by 10 minutes from what was presented, but said it shouldn’t 
impact the time that the facilities are released to community users. 
 
 Mr. Curran addressed the television reports raising concerns over 
adverse health effects related to turf fields.  He stated that the studies that 
have been done on the manufacture and installation of turf fields are 
significant, but were overlooked in the TV reports.  Mr. Curran said he 
considered the reporting irresponsible.  He went on to explain all of the 
research and testing that went into the products prior to installing turf field at 
schools in Fairfax County. 
 
 Ms. Glakas commented on Mr. Curran’s report to the Council.  She said 
she too disagreed with the TV reports.  After researching many reports 
herself, she said we should be openminded to future studies on turf fields. 
Ms. Glakas gave a lengthy synopsis of the many reports that she has read. 

 
 Fairfax County Park Authority 

 Mr. Thompson encouraged the Council to go online and participate in the 
“Meeting in a Box” on the Park Authority website.  This is a big key to the 
Needs Assessment and will help guide the spending of future bond money.   
Mr. Thompson also spoke about the potential of Patriot Park supporting a 
baseball complex. 
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Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Ms. Avvisato introduced NCS’s new Region 3 scheduler, Ian Bossert. 

  
 New Business 
  
 N/A 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
 N/A 
  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.   
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Marcia Pape 
Secretary 
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