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 MEETING OPENING 

 
 Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called 
and a quorum was present.  Ms. Pape introduced Rachel Huhn, newly 
appointed as the Braddock District Alternate to the Council. 
 
PRESENTATIONS TO COUNCIL 
 
World Police and Fire Games 
 Drew Mitchell and Tony ___________ appeared on behalf of the World 
Police and Fire Games, scheduled to run from June 26 to July 5.  The 
Games, held every two years, are open to current and retired police and 
firefighters.  They expect 5,500 athletes from 57 countries to participate in 61 
sports at 53 venues over ten days, with as many as 12,000 total visitors.  
Their greatest need is for volunteers; those interested in helping with a 
specific sport or providing medical, directional, or general support should go 
to fairfax2015.com/volunteer.  Sponsors are also still needed. 
 
Korean American National Sports Festival 
 Sami Lauri and Eric Sohn informed the Council about the 18th Korean 
American National Sports Festival, being held June 19-21 in the Herndon 
vicinity.  Twenty-nine Korean American Sports Associations and four Korean 
Canadian Sports Associations will be participating, with 2,000 to 3,000 
athletes and an additional 1,000 family and friends.  Athletes must be a 
minimum 50 percent Korean to participate, although the 10K race on Sunday 
morning is open to all.  The event is overseen by the Korean Olympic 
Committee in Korea, with goals of demonstrating cooperation and unity of the 
Korean community, showing heritage pride to second generation Korean 
Americans, and sportsmanship.  Volunteers are needed and Council 
members are invited to attend events.  Information may be found at 
www.kasa-gw.org/kasf. 
  
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
 The December 17, 2014 minutes were approved. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 Mr. McLaughlin simply stated that it has been a long winter.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Policy Committee 
 Mr. Lacey presented the Field Allocation Policy update for approval.  He 
recommended discussing and voting on the document section by section. 
 Section I - no comment. 
 Section II - no comment. 
 Section III - Mr. McLaughlin stated that the profit/nonprofit definitions 
garnered a good deal of committee discussion. 
 Section IV - no comment. 
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 Section V - Ms. Lowrey stated that Sections A(c) and A(g) were 
duplicative.  A motion was made by Mr. Lacey, seconded by Mr. Thompson, 
and approved to delete Section A(g). 
  Mr. Leff noted that there was nothing in Section B(e) stating that 
individuals had to pass a background check, just that it be conducted.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Leff to delete the phrase “background checks have 
been conducted on” and add “have passed a background check within the 
previous two years” after the parenthetical and before “in accordance…”  It 
was seconded by Mr. Thompson and approved. 
  Mr. Elder asked what had been changed in Section B(c).  Mr. 
Lacey responded that proof of insurance will be required for use of Parks and 
NCS fields, and that FCPA and the Board of Supervisors must be listed on 
the policy, as is currently required by FCPS for use of school fields. 
 Section VI - no comment. 
 Section VII - no comment. 
 Section VIII - Mr. Lacey explained that under current practice, a group 
could submit a number of players and the number of teams needing space 
would be determined by dividing that number of players by the normal roster 
size.  Under the new policy, rosters would be submitted for each team for 
which space was requested; teams must meet a minimum roster size as 
defined in the policy.  Mr. McLaughlin noted that the reason for the change 
was to minimize gamesmanship on the part of some organizations.  Mr. 
Lacey added that a team with 500 players would still be one team; if there 
are insufficient players on a given roster, it would not count as a team.  He 
pointed out that Track was added as a spring sport. 
  Mr. Elder asked how the preliminary allocation in Section D(a)(i) 
would be affected.  Mr. Lacey said that the allocation has always been done 
based on the previous year’s allocation and that section does not change. 
  Mr. Elder inquired about the time to get final permits.  Mr. Lacey 
responded that the deadline of two weeks to submit information is in the fee 
policy. 
  Mr. Thompson noted that another change in this section is to 
make a separate Summer season from June 15 to July 31, allocated 
separately from Spring.  This was because many groups receiving Spring 
field allocations did not use their permitted fields after mid-June. 
  Mr. McLaughlin told the Council that the roster sizes were 
submitted to and vetted by the applicable sports organizations. 
  Ms. Lowrey noted that both Section A and Section D(iii) state that 
space may not be sublet.  Mr. Meana said it was intentional to emphasize 
that space may not be given to another group, as this is currently a problem. 
 Section IX - Ms. Lowrey pointed out that the word “gym” was erroneously 
in Section B(b) and moved that it be changed to “field.”  Mr. Lacey seconded 
the motion and it was approved. 
 Section X - Mr. Lacey explained that nothing was really changed.  Mr. 
McLaughlin commented that a good deal of effort was put forth, but no 
consensus was reached, so Tournaments will be left for future discussion. 
 Section XI - no comment. 
 Section XII - It was noted that there are two points identified as (A) in this 
section.  A motion was made by Mr. Thompson and seconded by Mr. 
McLaughlin to authorize the staff of NCS to make necessary grammatical 
and technical corrections; the motion passed. 
 Section XIII - Mr. Elder inquired as to the intent of Section D.  Mr. 
Thompson responded that out-of-county teams are subject to fees for 
tournaments and scheduling unless there is reciprocity, as in an inter-county 
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group playing games in both jurisdictions.  Staff will clarify and add language 
to complete the sentence in the section. 
 Section XIV - no comment. 
 The Council unanimously approved the revised Field Allocation Policy, as 
amended. 
 Mr. McLaughlin thanked Mr. Lacey for his work chairing the committee 
putting together this revision. 
 Mr. Leonard stated that he will set up individual meetings with each 
Supervisor to discuss the policy and make sure they understand the changes 
before the matter goes before the Board of Supervisors.  Athletic Council 
representatives from each district are asked to attend the meeting for their 
district.  Ms. Avvisato said staff will put together a one-page briefing 
document summarizing the policy.  Mr. Leonard said the meetings will start 
mid- to late-April, after spring break. 
 Mr. Thompson said that the policy will need to go to the Park Board as an 
information item. 
 The implementation date was discussed at length.  Ms. Avvisato said the 
intent is to implement the policy in the Fall.  Mr. Meana pointed out that 
permit applications for the Fall are due in June and that will not provide 
enough time.  He added that some organizations do not currently have 
insurance or do background checks and recommended fall implementation 
with loose guidelines.  Mr. Beckwith disagreed, saying enforcement is 
necessary.  Mr. Thompson recommended a one-season grace period.  Ms. 
Pape expressed concern that if there is a grace period, the policy is not really 
being implemented. 
 Ms. Glakas cited the need to give adequate notice.  Mr. Lacey suggested 
implementation with the Winter season.  Mr. Leff said more time is needed 
for groups to get insurance, nonprofit status, and conduct background 
checks, and suggested implementing the policy so groups know what is 
required, but allowing a grace period for one year.  Mr. McLaughlin 
recommended notifying groups of the rule changes and start enforcement in 
the Winter.  Mr. Meana added that the user groups vary by season, so the 
impact comes at different times for each of them. 
 Mr. Leonard said he would prefer to begin implementation in the Spring of 
2016.  Mr. Thompson said the key is proactive education and communication 
to all groups, and reminded the Council that groups using school facilities 
already have insurance.  Ms. Moxie asked whether assistance was being 
provided to small clubs in complying with the requirements. 
 Mr. Meana noted that for ten years, groups have been told of the need to 
conduct background checks.  Mr. Thompson agreed that Fairfax County is 
already behind other jurisdictions on the issue of requiring background 
checks.  The Council is standing up for the kids in doing this, and it is the 
right thing to do. 
 Mr. Stein commented that he did not think extra time is required for 
implementation; if groups do not have all the items in place, they simply fall to 
the back of the line.  He recommended putting together a task force to help 
clubs comply. 
 It was concluded that implementation is at the NCS Director’s discretion, 
and Mr. Leonard said that given the burden on staff and clubs, he is leaning 
toward implementation in Spring of 2016.  Mr. Thompson moved that the 
Athletic Council recommend that NCS should fully implement the new Field 
Allocation Policy in Spring 2016.  The motion was seconded by both Mr. 
Lacey and Mr. Elder and approved. 



Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes 
March 18, 2015 
 Page 5 

 
 A motion was made by Mr. Thompson and seconded by Mr. Lacey to 
provide that after the Board of Supervisors approves the revised policy, the 
document will be distributed to groups and available before the  
implementation date.  The motion was approved.  Mr. Meana noted that 
nothing precludes groups from complying with the requirements earlier. 

 
 
 SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 

 Mr. McLaughlin noted that with no representatives from indoor sports 
present, and given that it has been too snowy for outdoor sports to play, 
individual sport updates will be skipped over. 

 
 
 MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

Fairfax County Public Schools 
 Mr. Curran stated that the Park Authority staff, and particularly Patty 
Paxton, have been very helpful to FCPS. 
 With regard to toxins in synthetic turf fields, Mr. Curran said that he has 
collected a great deal of information and all indicate there is no evidence that 
there are any significant problems.  He distributed copies of an overview 
prepared for the Synthetic Turf Council, a Technical Report/Toxicological 
Analysis performed in Canada, and a January 14, 2015 Summary Report.  
Although the field names on the Summary Report are redacted, they are 
located within a 20-mile radius of the meeting location. 
 Mr. Curran noted that there is a great deal of passion on both sides of this 
issue.  There is a lot of data, all pointing to no significant risk.  He added that 
FIFA released a report before the last World Cup that balls, goalie gloves, 
etc. are “chemical wastelands.”  He also said that studies have been 
conducted on workers who install the fields with no protection and nothing 
has been seen. 
 Mr. Curran said that FCPS will continue to rely on the Fairfax County 
Health Department, which has said it is safe to be on the fields. 
 Mr. Elder asked for a copy of the standards being used.  Mr. Curran 
responded that the most stringent is the European standard, which he has 
been unable to obtain.  It was used in the Canadian report he distributed.  It 
is more stringent than the U.S. standard, but is the one being used by 
manufacturers.  In the U.S., the basis is OSHA standards; there is nothing 
specific for turf fields.  Mr. Elder said he wanted to compare the OSHA 
standards with the Fairfax County standards. 
 Mr. Curran emphasized that the pass/fail standards in studies were based 
on exposure for 8 hours/day, 5 days/week, and everything passed. 
 Mr. Elder cited a March 16 article from USA Today describing how 
California has removed turf and rubber from their preschools; he will make 
the article available to Council members. 
 Mr. Curran stated that he is relying on the Fairfax County Health 
Department.  Mr. Thompson reminded the Council that there is a Health 
Department document saying levels of potential hazards are at or below the 
recommended limits.  Mr. McLaughlin recommended that someone from the 
Fairfax County Health Department brief the Council on their standards and 
testing. 
 Ms. Glakas asked Mr. Curran for a copy of the study conducted on 
Fairfax County fields.  Mr. Curran responded that he does not have that 
information, and added that the report dated January 14 was done on local 
fields that are in the ground now.   
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Ms. Glakas asked for more specific information.  After further discussion, Mr. 
Curran said he could not provide anything more and recommended 
contacting the Health Department. 

 
Fairfax County Park Authority 
  Mr. Johnson reported that they are still working out transition of the 
properties at Arbor Row and Loisdale/Kay Jennings.  The fields at Grist Mill 
Park and Rolling Valley West Park are scheduled for this summer. 
 Mr. Johnson informed the council that port-a-johns at fields without 
permanent restrooms cost $100,000 and asked groups to help with costs. 
 A Trash-Free Park pilot program removed the trash cans at Sully 
Highlands, which opened last summer. 
 Mr. Johnson asked groups to continue to ensure that athletic interests are 
represented at Park Authority meetings on Master Plans. 
 Mr. Thompson said that the FCPA is looking at $750,000 in cuts and is 
trying to make those without impacting programs.  He added that statistically 
relevant surveys are being sent out as part of the Needs Assessment. 
 Ms. Moxie asked when Loisdale and Rolling Valley fields will open.  Mr. 
Johnson said that the attorneys are still working out issues with Loisdale.   
The weather has been the issue at Rolling Valley, and they are working to 
open it as soon as the playing surface is safe and accessible.  The benches 
and pathway will still take a while to finish. 

  
Neighborhood and Community Services 
 
 Mr. Leonard reported that there are no reductions in the budget proposal 
that impact the athletic community, so there is no need for a budget 
presentation.  He introduced Mark Martino, who comes to the NCS staff after 
a long career, most recently as Director of Student Activities at Lake 
Braddock Secondary School. 

 
 NEW BUSINESS 
  

 Mr. Meana reported that Visit Fairfax will support a conference center and 
multi-sport sportsplex in which all sports (diamond, rectangle, track, and 
swimming) can hold tournaments, both indoors and outdoors, with 
concessions and adequate parking.  He said that there is currently a lot of 
momentum and that the timing is right.  They are looking across the country 
at groups who have done this well and will bring back information.  The group 
supported following up as the discussion progresses. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:53 p.m.   
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Marcia Pape Daniels 
Secretary 
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