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FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
FORT BELVOIR/BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE (BRAC) COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2008 
   

            
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:     
 Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District 
 Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District 
 Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 
 Timothy J. Sargeant, At-Large 
 
OTHER COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 
 Walter L. Alcorn, At-Large 
 James R. Hart, At-Large 
 Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District 
      
STAFF PRESENT:  
 Marianne Gardner, Chief, Policy and Plan Development Branch, Planning Division (PD),  
  Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) 
 Lindsay Mason, BRAC Senior Planner, PD, DPZ 
 Cheryl Van Allen, BRAC Planner, PD, DPZ 
 Jennifer Lai, BRAC Planner, PD, DPZ 
 James Chandler, Transportation Planning Section-BRAC, Fairfax County Department of  
  Transportation (FCDOT) 
 Nick Perfili, Transportation Planning Section-BRAC, FCDOT 
 Barbara J. Lippa, Executive Director, Planning Commission Office 
 Sara Robin Hardy, Assistant Director, Planning Commission Office 
 Kara A. DeArrastia, Deputy Clerk to the Planning Commission 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 John Byers, citizen and former Mount Vernon District Planning Commissioner 
 Lynne Strobel, Esquire, Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley, Emrich & Walsh, PC 
 
// 
 
Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. in the Board Conference 
Room, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.  He noted that the first 
order of business was approval of minutes. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE BRAC COMMITTEE MINUTES OF OCTOBER 25, 
2007 BE APPROVED. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
// 
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Marianne Gardner, Chief of the Policy and Plan Development Branch, Planning Division (PD), 
Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ), explained that the Committee had previously 
discussed the constitution of a Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Area Plans Review 
(APR) Task Force and suggested that it be composed of five representatives from each of the 
three Supervisor Districts impacted by BRAC: Springfield, Mount Vernon, and Lee. She noted 
that the Committee had not yet addressed the relationship of the proposed Task Force to already-
existing groups within the respective individual Districts, the location of Task Force meetings, 
and appointment of a Task Force chairman.  She said involving the three districts in a single 
Task Force would ensure sufficient County representation, manageability, and completion of the 
process in a reasonable amount of time.  Ms. Gardner noted that under the current schedule, the 
BRAC APR process would conclude in April 2009.  She also indicated that the BRAC relocation 
was currently expected to be implemented by 2011. 
 
In response to a question from Chairman Murphy, Lindsay Mason, BRAC Senior Planner, PD, 
DPZ, said the BRAC APR Task Force would start reviewing nominations in June 2008.  Ms. 
Gardner added that staff currently planned to begin a series of community and Task Force 
workshops in March 2008. 
 
Chairman Murphy noted that the Committee had received a request that three at-large members, 
appointed by the Board of Supervisors’ Chairman, be added to the composition of the Task 
Force, which would bring the proposed total up to18 members.  He commented that the Task 
Force’s representatives would most likely be members of already-established land use groups 
within those districts, such as the Lee District Land Use Committee, the Mount Vernon Council 
of Citizens’ Associations (MVCCA), and the South County Federation (SCF), and would, 
therefore, be responsible for keeping them informed.  Chairman Murphy stated that those groups 
could review the nominations in their respective areas and make recommendations to the Task 
Force. He commented that the idea of this multi-district Task Force was not to be exclusive, but 
to be streamlined and keep everyone informed in an efficient manner.   
 
Commissioner Flanagan pointed out that Mount Vernon District Supervisor Gerald Hyland had 
not dismissed the 2005-2006 Mount Vernon District APR Task Force because he presumed it 
would address the deferred nominations in the BRAC-related APR.  He noted that if this was still 
the case, the Mount Vernon District Task Force would forward its recommendations to the 
BRAC APR Task Force.  He said he did not anticipate that the MVCCA or the SCF would form 
special groups to review the BRAC APR nominations.  
 
Commissioner Lusk indicated that Lee District Supervisor Jeff McKay had proposed that the five 
Task Force representatives be members of the Lee District Land Use Committee and would 
report back to the full committee to make a recommendation for Lee District.     
 
// 
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Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE FORT BELVOIR/BRAC COMMITTEE 
RECOMMEND TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION THAT IT RECOMMEND TO THE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPTION OF THE BRAC APR TASK FORCE CONCEPT 
COMPRISED OF FIVE MEMBERS FROM THE SPRINGFIELD DISTRICT, FIVE 
MEMBERS FROM THE LEE DISTRICT, FIVE MEMBERS FROM THE MOUNT VERNON 
DISTRICT, AND THREE MEMBERS AT-LARGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S OFFICE.  
 
Commissioners Sargeant and Flanagan seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
// 
 
Ms. Mason explained that staff proposed to reschedule the Task Force meetings from May 
through July 2008 to June through August 2008, but the Planning Commission’s public hearings 
and mark-up would remain as scheduled in November and December 2008 and the Board of 
Supervisors public hearings and mark-up would be in January 2009.  She said this change would 
allow time for staff to plan and implement the public and Task Force workshops, conduct the 
Commission screening of the nominations, and begin its preliminary review of the nominations. 
 
Chairman Murphy and Commissioner Lusk expressed concern about holding Task Force 
meetings in August when the Planning Commission was in recess and most people went on 
vacation.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Sargeant, Ms. Gardner noted that staff anticipated 
that the Task Force would generally meet two to four times per month depending on the number 
of nominations submitted. She said she would examine the schedule and make certain that the 
Task Force meetings would commence in May, rather than June as proposed by staff, and noted 
that this would require coordination between staff and the Commission.  
 
Responding to a question from Chairman Murphy, Ms. Gardner confirmed that staff had factored 
into the schedule the additional time required for VDOT review of nominations subject to 
Chapter 527 regulations.  She explained that nominators would have the opportunity to present 
their nominations to the Task Force and staff and receive preliminary recommendations before 
deciding whether to pursue Chapter 527 review.  She noted that nominations reviewed by VDOT 
would be presented to the Planning Commission in March 2009 and the Board of Supervisors in 
April 2009.  
 
// 
 
Ms. Mason reported that staff had compiled a list of interested groups they intended to contact 
about this process and requested if anyone wanted a name added to the list to let her know.  (A 
copy of the list, found on the reverse side of the agenda, is in the date file.)  She said an email 
distribution list similar to the DPZ listserv would also be used to send appropriate notifications 
and announcements.   
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Ms. Mason stated that another outreach effort would be to set up a table at the Mount Vernon 
District Annual Town Hall meeting scheduled for Saturday, February 2, 2008.  Cheryl Van 
Allen, BRAC Planner, PD, DPZ, explained that in collaboration with the outreach consultants, 
staff was developing a strategy to create awareness of BRAC and its significance to the APR 
process and to engage and inform people.  She indicated that the table at the town hall meeting 
would contain a display of maps of the nomination areas and staff would provide handouts of the 
timeline for the APR process, a fact sheet with top points of BRAC, and postcards with contact 
information.  Ms. Van Allen added that staff would also gather e-mail addresses to include in 
their distribution list. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant recommended that staff approach Supervisor Hyland’s office or the 
coordinators of the town hall meeting and ask if a presenter could reference the BRAC APR 
process to help gain the attention of the whole audience and the local media. 
 
// 
 
Jennifer Lai, BRAC Planner, PD, DPZ, updated the Committee on the status of the Existing 
Conditions Report (ECR).  She explained that the ECR identified seven BRAC study areas and 
compared existing development to zoned and planned development potential with additional 
reference sections to existing transportation infrastructure, environment conditions, and public 
facilities.  She said staff was currently revising all the sections and compiling them into the ECR, 
which was expected to be published by the end of February.  
 
In response to a question from Chairman Murphy, Ms. Gardner noted that several hundred copies 
of the ECR would be distributed to the BRAC APR Task Force, the Planning Commission, the 
Board of Supervisors, and interested citizens.  She said the ECR would also be posted on the 
APR Web page. She explained that the user-friendly ECR would be organized by specific areas 
with information about development potential and systems, such as transportation, environment, 
and parks, and included useful maps to help readers become more familiar with the BRAC study 
areas. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Alcorn, Ms. Gardner explained that the ECR 
would organize the development potential into built, zoned, planned, and land use categories and 
provide totals for each of these categories for each activity center under consideration. 
 
Commissioner Lusk said the nominators, whose proposals had been deferred from the 2005-2006 
South County APR, would find the ECR valuable because it might help them make a  
different decision about their nomination.  He requested that staff provide a copy of the ECR to 
these nominators and explain that they had the option to revise their previous submission.  
Chairman Murphy concurred with this request.  
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Flanagan, Ms. Gardner explained that staff would 
send letters to nominators who had the deferred nominations from the previous South County 
APR cycle, notifying them of the new BRAC APR process, the need to resubmit the nomination, 
and providing an opportunity to amend their nomination, but not the area size, as long as they 
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provided justification.  She pointed out that if a nominator chose to amend a nomination, only the 
amended version would be considered by the BRAC APR Task Force.  She said if the amended 
nomination was substantially different from the one that was previously submitted, the previous 
Task Force’s recommendation regarding that nomination would not be utilized.   
 
Commissioner Hart asked whether an individual could nominate the previous task force’s 
recommendation for consideration in the BRAC APR process.  Ms. Mason responded that the 
nomination would be accepted in this process as long as it affected a BRAC study area.   
 
Ms. Mason announced that the 2008 BRAC APR guide would be sent to print on Monday, 
January 28, 2008, following the Board of Supervisors’ appointment of a new Dranesville District 
Planning Commissioner.  
 
// 
 
Ms. Mason stated that the U.S. Army was considering part of the Mark Center property in 
Alexandria as an additional site for the 6,200 Washington Headquarters Group jobs being 
relocated due to BRAC.  She noted that other sites still being considered were the General 
Services Administration warehouse in Springfield and the Victory Center in Alexandria.  She 
said the environmental assessment of these sites was expected in June. 
 
// 
 
Ms. Mason reported that the next steps in the process were planning the community and Task 
Force workshops, finishing the ECR, and initiating the BRAC APR submission process. She then 
introduced James Chandler and Nick Perfili, two new staff members dedicated to BRAC efforts, 
who had been hired by the Fairfax County Department of Transportation  
 
Ms. Gardner noted that staff would inform the Committee of the dates set for the workshops. 
 
Chairman Murphy welcomed John Byers, former Mount Vernon District Planning 
Commissioner to the meeting. 
  
Responding to a question from Mr. Byers, Ms. Mason said new nominations would be 
considered in the BRAC APR process, not just those that had been deferred from the previous 
South County APR cycle. 
 
// 
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 
 
An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000 
Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.     
   
 

  
 
Minutes by:  Kara A. DeArrastia 

 
Approved on:  August 6, 2008     

 
 
             
  Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk 

  Fairfax County Planning Commission 

 


