FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 2012

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District
Ellen J. Hurley, Braddock District
Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District
John L. Litzenberger, Jr., Sully District
James T. Migliaccio, Lee District
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:
Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large
Janet R. Hall, Mason District
James R. Hart, Commissioner At-Large

OTHER COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:
Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District
Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District

FAIRFAX COUNTY STAFF PRESENT:
Chris Caperton, Chief, Public Facilities Branch, Planning Division (PD), Department of
Planning and Zoning (DPZ)
Doug Hansen, PD, DPZ
Barbara J. Lippa, Executive Director, Planning Commission Office
Jeanette Nord, Deputy Clerk, Planning Commission Office

OTHERS PRESENT:

Frank Stearns, Esquire, Donohue and Stearns, PLC

Alex Kaufmann, Mount Vernon Council Planning and Zoning Committee
I
Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr. called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m., in the Board Conference
Room of the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax,
Virginia 22035.
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Commissioner Litzenberger MOVED TO APPROVE THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE MINUTES OF MAY 3, 2012.

Commissioner Flanagan seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE June 14, 2012

REVIEW OF ADDITIONAL EDITS TO POLICY PLAN TEXT

Chris Caperton, Chief, Public Facilities Branch, Planning Division, Department of Planning and
Zoning (DPZ), referenced the revised draft of the Policy Plan language, dated June 14, 2012, and
stated that the County Attorney’s Office had expressed concern about the text in Objective 42,
Policy d, of the General Guidelines. He explained that the text regarding the availability of land
was vague because no one could determine: who decided whether land was available or what
information was used to determine availability.

There was a brief discussion among Committee members regarding revising the text in relation
to public lands, after which the following language was suggested:

“Policy d. When multiple sites provide similar or equal opportunity to
minimize impacts, public lands should be the preferred
location.”

Mr. Caperton had pointed out that the text in Policy j was also called into question with regard
to the term “considered,” in reference to alternate sites. After a short discussion, Committee
members agreed to remove the words “with other feasible or available” and replace them with
“alternate,” as follows:

“Policy j. Demonstrate that the selected site for a new telecommunication
facility provides the least visual impact on residential areas and
the public way, as compared with alternate sites. Analyze the
potential impacts from other vantage points in the area,
especially from residential properties, to show how the selected
site provides the best opportunity to minimize its visual impact
on the area and on properties near the proposed site.”

Commissioner Lawrence expressed concern about the verbiage, pointing out that Distributed
Antenna Systems (DAS) were required to work holistically, with the nodes specifically sited,
in order to function. Mr. Caperton acknowledged the issue with DAS systems, but also said
that there was flexibility in determining the overall impact of a telecommunications facility.
Commissioner Flanagan added that while the Policy Plan required a demonstration of possible
alternate sites, the absence of those alternates would not trigger a negative decision.

Commissioner Hurley asked about sites on land owned by the Fairfax County Public Schools and
the Fairfax County Park Authority, which led to a brief discussion regarding the Federal
Telecommunications Act, the policies/guidance that County agencies followed, and the impacts
of those policies as they pertained to the Policy Plan language in the County Comprehensive
Plan.

Commissioner Lawrence suggested that the Committee host a seminar similar to the one held in
May 2011 to meet with industry representative and discuss the latest technological advances.
Committee members agreed to hold the seminar during autumn of 2012.
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Commissioner Litzenberger MOVED THAT STAFF FINALIZE THE PROPOSED
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT TO THE POLICY PLAN LANGUAGE FOR
MOBILE AND LAND-BASED TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES FOR PRESENTATION
TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION AT ITS MEETING ON THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2012,
WITH AREQUEST TO ENDORSE THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUEST THE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO AUTHORIZE THE TEXT FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS.

Commissioner Flanagan seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

I

The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m.
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman

An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.
Minutes by: Jeanette Nord

Approved:

Kara A. DeArrastia, Clerk to the
Fairfax County Planning Commission



