
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  
TYSONS CORNER COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2009 
                        
              
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:                                  
 Walter L. Alcorn, Chairman, At-Large                                                
 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District                          
 Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District  
 Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District 
   
COMMITTEE MEMBER ABSENT: 
 Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District   
     
OTHER COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 
 James R. Hart, At-Large 
 Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
 Timothy J. Sargeant, At-Large 
 
FAIRFAX COUNTY STAFF PRESENT: 
 James Zook, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) 
 Fred Selden, Director, Planning Division (PD), DPZ  
 Matt Ladd, PD, DPZ 
 Daniel Rathbone, Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT) 
 Leonard Wolfenstein, FCDOT 
 Michael Jollon, FCDOT 
 Michael Davis, FCDOT 
 Lynn Silsby, Chairman’s Office, Board of Supervisors 
 Joe Gibson, Dranesville District Supervisor’s Office 
 Wanda Gibson, Director, Department of Information Technology (DIT) 
 Gordon Jarratt, DIT 
 Greg Scott, DIT 
 Daryl Louder, Fire and Rescue 
 Laurie Stone, Fire and Rescue 
 Barbara J. Lippa, Executive Director, Planning Commission Office 
 Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk to the Planning Commission 
 
TYSONS CORNER LAND USE TASK FORCE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 George Barker 
 Clark Tyler 
 Stella Koch 
 Keith Turner 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 Ted Alexander 
 Elizabeth Baker, Walsh, Colucci, Emrich, Lubeley, Walsh 
 Elaine Cox, Hunton and Williams 
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 Roger Diedrich, Sierra Club 
 Dave Edwards, citizen 
 Lori Greenlief, McGuire Woods 
 Stella Koch, Audobon Naturalist Society 
 Jill Parks, Cooley Goodward Kronish 
 Matthew McCulloch, Dolley Madison Apartments 
 Bob Stoddard, Washington Real Estate Trust 
 Keith Turner, West*Group 
 Mark Viana, McGuire Woods 
 Mark Zetts, McLean Citizens Association 
 
// 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 (A)   Department of Information Technology PowerPoint Presentation 
 (B)   Concepts, Trends, and Ideas for Innovative Technology in Communities 
 (C)   Urban Roadway Design and the Planned Network in Tysons 
 (D)   Transportation Demand Management 
 (E)   Determination of Non-SOV Mode Share Tiers  
 (F) Circulator Issues and Recommendations 
 (G)  Article on the Washington, D.C., Circulator Bus System 
 (H) Public Facilities Issues and Recommendations   
 
// 
 
Chairman Walter L. Alcorn called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m., in Conference Rooms 4/5 of 
the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 
22035. 
 
// 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
Gordon Jarratt, Department of Information Technology (DIT), stated that at the request of 
Providence District Supervisor Linda Smyth and Planning Commissioner Kenneth Lawrence, 
DIT staff had researched information technology that could be incorporated into the future 
planning of Tysons Corner.  He described the following case studies as shown in his PowerPoint 
presentation, Attachment (A): 
 

 Panduit Corporation – Multi-technology architecture and unified physical infrastructure  
 Company. 
 Buck Institute – Constructed LEED certified building that received the nation’s first 

 Innovation in Design Credit for Information Technology Infrastructure. 
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 Masdar City – Highly planned, specialized, research and technology-intensive United 

 Arab Emirates city.   
 
Mr. Jarratt and Greg Scott, DIT, also reviewed the following slides: 
 

 Guiding principles for information and communication technologies 
 Innovative technology trends 
 Challenges 
 Bright green buildings. 

 
Mr. Jarratt said additional resources and detailed information were contained in Attachment (B). 
 
Commissioner Lawrence said it was important to get the right information technology language 
in the Plan and that further dialogue with DIT was needed.  Ms. Gibson replied the vision for 
Tysons needed to be established first, followed by information technology planning.  She said 
that the language should be general enough so that it would not have to be changed as 
technology advanced. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant recommended that DIT work with the County’s Energy Committee to 
set priorities that were flexible enough to accommodate future technology and land use 
requirements.  Ms. Gibson said DIT was not an expert at that particular side of technology but 
was good at translating goals into English so the language would not be obsolete when the Plan 
was implemented.  She said her staff would work with the committee and DPZ to translate and 
refine ideas for Plan language.  Chairman Alcorn said electronic information about transportation 
was critical.  
 
URBAN ROADWAY DESIGN AND THE PLANNED NETWORK IN TYSONS 
 
George Barker, Chairman, Draft Review Committee, said the committee had not yet finalized its 
position on this topic.   
 
Michael Davis, Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT), delivered a PowerPoint 
presentation entitled “Urban Roadway Design and the Planned Network in Tysons,” Attachment 
(C).  He said urbanization provided opportunities to address elements of “Complete Streets” 
guidance within the road network and that an effort had begun to define roadway cross-sections 
and apply these principals to “standard” roadway types.  He reviewed the following roadway 
types:  principal arterial; minor arterial; collector; and local roads.  Mr. Davis said the next steps 
in the process were to expand the current designs to incorporate intersections and entrances and 
reach agreement with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) on a general standard 
for roadway types.  
 
 
 

 3



TYSONS CORNER COMMITTEE       April 29, 2009 
 
 
Commissioner Lawrence commented that cross streets in Tysons needed to be wide enough to 
accommodate the circulator system.  Dan Rathbone, FCDOT, said once the circulator study had 
been completed, more information would be available.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Davis said staff was working with 
VDOT to establish a road design that would accommodate urban elements. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Davis said in the past, VDOT had 
been reluctant to locate utilities within road pavement because a lane of traffic would be lost 
when repairs were needed.  He said staff would be discussing this issue with VDOT and pointed 
out that even if utilities were placed under a sidewalk, a lane of traffic would be lost because 
repair vehicles would block a lane of traffic.  After discussion, Mr. Davis said staff would 
address this issue with VDOT. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Barker said it was anticipated that a 
variety of businesses would operate on local streets, including retail. 
 
In response to a question from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Davis said FCDOT would consult with the 
Fire and Rescue Department about street and turning widths once they had developed a street 
plan.  Mr. Davis, Mr. Rathbone, and Chairman Alcorn discussed the desirability of one-way 
streets. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence and Mr. Davis discussed sensors and instrumentation that would be 
needed to place utilities underground. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe said the County could develop its own set of street sections and decide 
what to call them.  James Zook, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning, said it was 
important for VDOT to buy into the vision for Tysons. 
 
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT 
 
Mike Jollen, FCDOT, delivered a PowerPoint presentation, Attachment (D), on the background 
of Transportation Demand Management (TDM), current practices, the Proffer Study, and 
recommendations.   
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Jollen said TMP stood for 
Transportation Management Plan, a plan to reduce trips and communicate with users.  Mr. Zook 
explained that TDM measures were incorporated into TMPs and if the measures did not work, 
developers would be required to supplement them. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Donahue, Mr. Jollen said penalty funds were 
initially put back into the TDM program and then were earmarked for transportation or TDM  
improvements in the vicinity of the development.  He said penalties were based upon the number 
of goals that were missed and had a cap. 
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In response to a question from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Jollen said a TDM recommendation for 
Tysons should be made by September. 
 
Mr. Barker said the Review Committee had not reviewed the transportation section yet. 
 
DETERMINATION OF NON-SOV MODE SHARE TIERS  
 
Mr. Rathbone discussed non-SOV mode share tiers as shown in Attachment (E).  He reviewed 
graphs representing types of information that would be used to assist in the determination of tier 
values.  He noted that the graphs showed data observed thus far for work trip rail mode share by 
distance from residential and office sites to Metro stations.  Commissioner Lawrence said this 
illustrated the importance of transportation in Tysons. 
 
CIRCULATOR ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Leonard Wolfenstein, FCDOT, reviewed circulator issues and recommendations as shown in 
Attachment (F).   
 
Commissioners Sargeant and Lawrence and Mr. Wolfenstein discussed the amount of space 
needed for a maintenance facility. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence said many factors needed to be considered, including the capacity of 
each car and the design and integration of the stations, before an increase in density was granted 
based on trip reduction. 
 
Mr. Wolfenstein responded to questions from Chairman Alcorn about infrastructure 
requirements for the proposed circulator routes. 
 
In response to a question from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Zook said it was possible that proffered 
condition amendment approval would be needed if part of the circulator system went through the 
Macerich and Lerner properties if could not be located within the right-of-way. 
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Wolfenstein said the circulator system 
should reflect the best practices of the transit industry and that the concept of “form-giving” 
allowed additional density in proximity to circulator routes. 
 
Clark Tyler, Chairman Tysons Land Use Task Force, said that it was critical that a circulator 
system be operational on the day Metrorail opened.  After discussion, with input from 
Commissioners de la Fe and Lawrence, Chairman Alcorn requested that a timeline be developed 
for the various public transportation support initiatives that would support rail.  Mr. Barker  
commented that the staff effort in terms of planning and studying the circulator system was 
appropriate because it was important for the type and design to create an expectation that a car 
was not necessary.   
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Commissioner Harsel commented on the importance of establishing a fixed circulator route early 
in the planning stage. 
 
Chairman Alcorn said it would be helpful to know how robust the circulator system needed to be 
to serve the densities suggested by the Task Force.  Mr. Wolfenstein said this was part of the 
study.   
 
Responding to a question from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Zook said maps showing potential feeder 
bus routes would be an output of the study.  Chairman Alcorn said it would be helpful to know 
when they would be available. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Wolfenstein said the bus feeder 
service, both internal and external to Tysons, would be available when Metrorail opened in 2013.  
He said a circulator system would ultimately implement the vision of the Task Force.  
Responding to questions from Chairman Alcorn, he said that the initial bus service would 
operate on existing roads and could evolve to become part of the vision. 
 
Mr. Rathbone commented that the map would change as Tysons developed, but that reservation 
of the right-of-way would fix the routes.   
 
Mr. Clark, Mr. Zook, and Mr. Wolfenstein discussed feeder bus service from outlying areas such 
as McLean and Vienna.  Mr. Wolfenstein said the Washington, D.C. downtown circulator bus 
system was an example of feeder bus service described in Attachment (G). 
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Mr. Zook reviewed Task Force and staff recommendations as shown in Attachment (H).  He said 
more study was needed before specific Plan language could be developed concerning collocating 
facilities.  He explained that a staff level Tysons team had been formed to determine where 
facilities should be located and when they would be needed, based on growth, not a period of 
time.  He said another challenge was determining how public facilities would be financed and to 
what extent proffer commitments could be relied upon.   
 
Commissioner Lawrence commented about the importance of information technology being 
available in residential buildings that would provide intellectual diversion through public 
facilities such as the Library. 
 
Mr. Barker reviewed the Task Force status on public facilities: 
 

 School facilities – more information was needed about collocating school facilities and 
 that parkland should not be sacrificed for them.   
 Fire and Rescue and Police facilities – collocation should be considered; consult with the 

 County Attorney’s Office to determine if a potential site identified for the relocation of 
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 Fire Station 29, proffered for something else, was a possibility or if another site should be 
 sought. 
 Library – no issues. 
 Stormwater – reduce runoff for redevelopment and existing development through green 

 building concepts. 
 Energy use – reduce demand. 
 Telecommunications – work continuing. 

 
Commissioner Lawrence commented that he was trying to get a formal effort started on a 
sustainability plan for Tysons in collaboration with the County’s Energy Commission and the 
public and private sectors.  He said he understood that a proposal was being developed, under the 
auspices of the Northern Virginia Regional Commission, for a community energy plan study for 
Tysons. 
 
Commissioner Harsel said a better transportation route was needed to get people from the 
southern part of the County to Tysons and that funds designated for capital facilities in other 
parts of the County should not be diverted to Tysons. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:02 p.m. 
Walter L. Alcorn, Chairman 
 
 
An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000 
Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.     
  
 Minutes by:   Linda B. Rodeffer 
  
 Approved:  June 18, 2009     
            
 _____________________________ 

     Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk 
      Fairfax County Planning  
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