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FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

TYSONS CORNER COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2011 

             

                                   

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:                                    

 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District                           

 Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District  

 Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District  

 James T. Migliaccio, Lee District 

   

COMMITTEE MEMBER ABSENT: 

 Walter L. Alcorn, Chairman, At-Large      

 

OTHER COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 

 Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 

 Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 

 James R. Hart, At-Large 

 Timothy J. Sargeant, At-Large 

 

FAIRFAX COUNTY STAFF PRESENT: 

 Fred R. Selden, Acting Director, Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) 

 Cathy E. Lewis, Branch Chief, Rezoning & Special Exception Evaluation Branch,  

  Zoning Evaluation Division, DPZ 

 Thomas P. Biesiadny, Acting Director, Department of Transportation (FCDOT) 

   Daniel B. Rathbone, Chief, Transportation Planning Division, FCDOT 

 Barbara A. Byron, Director, Office of Community Revitalization and Reinvestment 

 Barbara J. Lippa, Executive Director, Planning Commission Office 

 Kara A. DeArrastia, Clerk to the Planning Commission 

 

TYSONS PARTNERSHIP MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 Keith Turner, Cityline Partners LLC 

 Stu Mendelsohn, Holland & Knight LLP 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 Tysons Partnership Organizational Structure 

      

// 

   

In the absence of Chairman Walter L. Alcorn, Acting Chairman Kenneth A. Lawrence called the 

meeting to order at 7:34 p.m., in the Board of Supervisors' Conference Room of the Fairfax 

County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

 

// 

 

Commissioner de la Fe MOVED TO NOMINATE WALTER L. ALCORN AS CHAIRMAN OF 

THE TYSONS CORNER COMMITTEE. 
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Commissioner Donahue seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 

// 

  

Barbara Byron, Director, Office of Community Revitalization and Reinvestment (OCRR), noted 

that on June 22, 2010, as a follow-on motion after the adoption of the Tysons Plan, the Board of 

Supervisors directed County staff to work with stakeholders to establish a partnership 

organization prior to any redevelopment activity in Tysons.  She then introduced Keith Turner, 

Cityline Partners LLC, Chairman of the Tysons Partnership, and Stu Mendelsohn, Esquire, 

Holland & Knight LLP, also a member of the Tysons Partnership Board of Directors and 

Executive Committee. 

 

Mr. Turner explained that the Tysons Partnership was formed on January 19, 2011 as a private, 

non-profit 501(c)(3) umbrella organization comprised of stakeholders committed to creating 

flexible and realistic plans to advance and sustain the successful redevelopment and reinvention 

of Tysons Corner.  He said its focus would be on creating a community; supporting and assisting 

a place created to advance a vital and diverse urban environment; and enabling the continued 

strong economic viability of Tysons Corner.  Mr. Turner pointed out that the Partnership was not 

intended to supersede or supplant existing institutions but rather to be a strong and active 

participant through its own resources, and in partnership with County staff, to successfully 

implement the shared long range vision for Tysons Corner.  He stated that the Partnership was 

meant to be an evolving organization to address issues and adjust its focus to react to changing 

needs.  He noted that the Partnership, through the work of its councils and affiliated groups, 

could also pursue its own initiatives to complement the efforts of others to further the vision of 

the Plan and periodically provide advice and comment to the Board of Supervisors and Planning 

Commission pertaining to the advancement of these goals.  Mr. Turner said the Partnership was 

already at work in several areas and looked forward to a long and productive relationship with 

the Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, County staff, and other stakeholders.   

 

Mr. Mendelsohn distributed a graphic depicting the organizational structure of the Tysons 

Partnership, as shown in the attachment.  He noted that the membership and governing structure 

of the Partnership strived to balance the need for inclusion with the need to function and act 

effectively.  He indicated that the Partnership's membership was grouped into defined categories 

referred to as "cones":  the full voting members included the employers, landlords, developers, 

retailers, hospitality service providers, and resident organizations located within the Tysons area, 

and the associate non-voting members included the neighbor organizations located within a one-

mile radius of Tysons and professionals/consultants in relevant topical domains.  He explained 

that the actual work of the Partnership would occur through its committees organized around 

particular subject areas referred to as councils:  marketing and branding; transportation; public 

facilities and community amenities; urban design and planning; finance; and sustainability 

initiatives.  Mr. Mendelsohn noted that each council got a seat on the Partnership Board of 

Directors and each membership cone, including associate members, was entitled to 

representation on the Board, although associate members did not have a vote.  He said County 

staff also had a non-voting seat at the Board and was encouraged, along with associate members, 

to participate in any of the Partnership meetings.  Mr. Mendelsohn pointed out that he expected  
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that subject to the availability of funds, the Partnership would have a paid executive director in 

the future who was envisioned to become the chief executive.   

 

Mr. Turner stated that the councils would have individual meetings with members of the 

Partnership, County staff, or other relevant organizations to address issues that were unresolved 

in the Comprehensive Plan or required more stakeholder input.  He noted that the councils would 

make recommendations to the Partnership Board.  Mr. Turner then explained the roles of the 

Partnership councils: 

 

 Marketing and Branding:  Recruit members to fill out the Board of Directors and also 

general membership to disseminate information on the council subject matters to all the 

stakeholders; receive correspondence at a Tysons Corner P.O. Box; and create a Web site 

for dissemination of information and recruiting.   

 

 Transportation:  Serve as the lead Transportation Management Association (TMA) for 

Tysons Corner and move the Tysons Transportation Association (TYTRAN) officially to 

this TMA/Transportation council; continue working with Fairfax County Department of 

Transportation (FCDOT) on developing the basic guidelines and parameters for the 

consolidated Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA); work with County staff and other 

stakeholders on issues like the Tysons Transportation Design Standards; work with the 

consultant on the Tysons Corner Circulator Study; assist with parking management; and 

oversee all the TMAs within the Tysons Corner Urban Center. 

 

 Urban Design and Planning:  Participate with OCRR on drafting the Tysons Urban 

Design Guidelines. 

 

 Finance:  Work with County staff to understand and evaluate the scope of the 

transportation infrastructure requirements and also review and evaluate possible 

mechanisms to raise necessary funds to help build that infrastructure, such as Tysons-

wide tax districts, tax districts within the individual districts of Tysons, and other 

available tools.  

 

 Sustainability Initiatives:  Work with County staff to develop sustainability initiatives. 

 

 Public Facilities and Community Amenities:  Work with OCRR to understand the types 

of amenities desired in each of the individual Tysons districts and also meet with the 

Tysons East Landowners Group to discuss public facilities.   

 

Mr. Turner stated that he had reached out to Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 

representatives and members of the McLean Civic Association (MCA), Greater Tysons Civic 

Coalition, and Town of Vienna.  He noted that the Tysons Partnership Board members intended 

to visit resident and neighbor organizations, brief them on the issues, and ask them to select two 

representatives to serve as associate members on the Partnership Board.  Mr. Turner said, 

however, in the interim the Partnership had appointed two members to attend all the Board  
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meetings and be invited to council meetings:  Rob Jackson, President of the MCA, and Jane 

Seeman, Mayor, Town of Vienna.  

 

Ms. Byron explained that the Partnership would help facilitate the private-private partnerships as 

embedded in the Tysons Plan and encourage both the private and public sector stakeholders to 

work together to resolve mutual issues, such as the grid of streets, public facilities and park 

systems, and financing.  She commented that the Partnership had been positively received by the 

major participants within and in proximity to the Tysons area. 

 

Mr. Turner pointed out that the Partnership would not take away any rights for individual 

citizens or groups to speak out on any individual land-use cases, but would seek to solve some of 

the outstanding issues through private-private partnerships and public-private partnerships. 

 

In response to a question from Commissioner de la Fe, Mr. Turner said he believed that the 

marketing and branding efforts of the Tysons Partnership would benefit the Fairfax County 

Economic Development Authority in its efforts to market Tysons as a dynamic business setting.   

 

Mr. Turner noted that the Partnership membership application had been recently completed and 

would be available online.  He explained that the goal was to have as many people in Tysons as 

possible join the Partnership and have the opportunity to participate at the council levels to help 

craft policies and recommendations for decision by the Board.   

 

Replying to a question from Commissioner Hart, Mr. Turner said in the coming months a 

preliminary Web site for the Partnership would be available, which would include meeting 

schedules for the councils and agendas and summaries of each council meeting.  Commissioner 

Hart requested that Mr. Turner distribute pertinent informational items to the Commissioners.  

 

Ms. Byron said she believed that some of the issues staff had been working on in Tysons would 

help set a precedent for future land-use applications affecting other parts of the County.  She 

cited one example in which the Partnership had worked with FCDOT on facilitating agreements 

with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) for urban street sections.  

 

A brief discussion ensued among Acting Chairman Lawrence, Ms. Byron, and Mr. Mendelsohn 

regarding the placement of parking and information technology, energy, and water infrastructure 

facilities under the streets in Tysons. 

 

Ms. Byron noted that the Committee would next meet on Wednesday, May 18, 2011, at 7 p.m. in 

Conference Rooms 2/3, to receive a briefing from staff regarding the status of the follow-on 

motions for Tysons and discuss issues that had been referred by the Board of Supervisors.   

 

Thomas Biesiadny, Acting Director, FCDOT, pointed out that VDOT had shown considerable 

flexibility thus far in allowing parking under intermittent streets under certain conditions.  He 

said FCDOT would continue to work with VDOT on the Tysons Urban Street Standards and 

would be willing to deliver a presentation on this topic to the Committee. 
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Ms. Byron said she would talk to Committee Chairman Alcorn about adding a staff briefing on 

the Tysons Urban Street Standards to the agenda for one of the upcoming Committee meetings. 

 

Answering a question from Commissioner de la Fe, Ms. Byron said on-street parallel parking 

was recommended in Tysons.  

 

Acting Chairman Lawrence thanked Mr. Turner, Mr. Mendelsohn, and Ms. Byron for their 

informative presentation. 

 

// 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 

Kenneth A. Lawrence, Acting Chairman 

 

An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000 

Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.     

  

  

 Minutes by:   Kara A. DeArrastia 

  

      Approved:  June 22, 2011 

    

 

   ____________________________ 

     Kara A. DeArrastia, Clerk to the 

      Fairfax County Planning Commission 

 


