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FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  
TYSONS CORNER COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2009 
             
             
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:                                  
 Walter L. Alcorn, Chairman, At-Large                                                          
 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District 
 Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District  
 Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District 
   
COMMITTEE MEMBER ABSENT: 
 Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District   
       
OTHER COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 
 Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
 James R. Hart, At-Large 
 Timothy J. Sargeant, At-Large 
 
FAIRFAX COUNTY STAFF PRESENT: 
 Regina Coyle, Director, Zoning Evaluation Division, DPZ 
 Sterling Wheeler, PD, DPZ 
 Matthew Ladd, PD, DPZ 
 Daniel Rathbone, FCDOT 
 Leonard Wolfenstein, FCDOT 
 David Kline, FCDOT 
 Kris Morley-Nikfer, FCDOT 
 Joe Gibson, Dranesville District Supervisor’s Office 
 Barbara J. Lippa, Executive Director, Planning Commission Office 
 Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk to the Planning Commission 
 
TYSONS LAND USE TASK FORCE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 George Barker 
 Michelle Krocker  
 Sally Liff 
 Keith Turner 
   
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 Ted Alexander GTCC 
 Elizabeth Baker, Walsh, Colucci, Emrich, Lubeley, and Walsh 
 Loren Bruce 
 Janet Caldow, 2000 Chain Bridge Road, LLC 
 Roger Diedrich, Sierra Club 
 Dave Edwards 
 Chris Janosky 
 John McGranahan, Hunton and Williams 
 Jill Parks, Cooley Godward 
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 Stewart Schwartz, Coalition for Smarter Growth 
 Douglas Stewart 
 Bob Stoddard, WRIT 
 Mark Zetts, McLean Citizens Association 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 (A) Tysons Transportation:  FCDOT Planning, Analysis and Design Projects  
 (B) Tysons Transportation:  Sketch Planning Analysis 
 (C) Map of Recently Built and Approved Buildings in Tysons Corner   
 (D) Draft Review Committee Meeting Summaries regarding District Plan Text  
      
// 
 
Chairman Walter L. Alcorn called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. in Conference Rooms 2/3 of 
the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 
22035.   
 
// 
 
Commissioner de la Fe MOVED APPROVAL OF THE TYSONS CORNER COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF JULY 1, 2009. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
// 
 
TYSONS TRANSPORTATION PLANNING, ANALYSIS, AND DESIGN PROJECTS 
 
Daniel Rathbone, Fairfax County Department of Transportation, narrated a PowerPoint 
presentation (Attachment A).  He reviewed the following issues: 
 

 Major Considerations 
 Project Categories 
 Long Term Overall Planning 
 Detailed Analysis and Design 
 Other Requirements 

 
Mr. Rathbone, Leonard Wolfenstein, FCDOT, and committee members discussed the functional 
assessment of the grid of streets and the alignment of Boone Boulevard and Greensboro Drive. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Rathbone said that although 
discussions had taken place, the position of the Virginia Department of Transportation on the 
alignment of Boone Boulevard and Greensboro Drive was not known at this time. 
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Responding to a question from Commissioner Sargeant, Mr. Rathbone said TDM and parking 
recommendations would be made to the committee on July 22, 2009. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner de la Fe, Mr. Wolfenstein said the Metrorail 
Access Management Study would be modeled after the Reston Metrorail Access Study. 
 
TYSONS TRANSPORTATION SKETCH PLANNING ANALYSIS 
 
Mr. Rathbone delivered a PowerPoint Presentation, shown in Attachment B.  He reviewed the 
following topics: 
 

 Transit Improvements in 2030 Analysis 
 Required Percentage Transit Use 

  Bethesda Corridors 
  Fairfax County Corridors 

 TOD Mode Shares in the Washington, D. C. Area 
 Mode Shares for CBDs with Rail Transit Service 
 Growth Beyond 2030 

  Strategy 1 – Enhanced TDM 
  Strategy 2 – Lower Cost Improvements to Increase Transit Share 
  Strategy 3 – Additional Rail/High Quality Bus Rapid Transit Corridors Combined 
   with TOD 
  Strategy 4 – Traffic Management and Parking Management 

 Lower Cost Improvements to Increase Transit Share 
 Additional Rail/High Quality Bus Rapid Transit Corridors Combined with TOD 
 Growth Beyond 2030 Summary 

 
Mr. Rathbone responded to questions from Commissioner Lawrence about keeping vehicle trips 
constant for alternative intensities of development. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner de la Fe, Mr. Rathbone said he would provide him 
with a comparison of the express bus usage along the Dulles Toll Road to Tysons and the West 
Falls Church Metro Station with the experience in Maryland.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Wheeler said he would provide her 
with information on the square footage of development along the Red Line.   
 
Following a brief discussion, Commissioner Lusk pointed out that mandatory employee 
participation in telework, mentioned as an enhanced TDM strategy, would make it harder to fill 
office space in Tysons. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant and Mr. Rathbone discussed planning, funding, and implementing 
projected mode shares. 
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Following a comment by Commissioner de la Fe, Mr. Rathbone clarified that feeder buses would 
go to the rail stations. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence pointed out that technology beyond 2030 would not have the same cost 
basis because it would be much different than it was today.  He suggested not expending too 
much effort on costs beyond that time. 
 
Keith Turner, Tysons Land Use Task Force member, suggested considering the possibility of 
adding a lane to the Beltway and allowing rush hour traffic to use the Dulles Airport Access 
Road to access Tysons to accommodate traffic generated beyond 2030.  Mr. Wheeler pointed out 
that increased road capacity would decrease the number of transit users. 
 
Stewart Schwartz, Coalition for Smarter Growth, commented on peak versus daily trip 
projections and noted that the level of development along the Red Line Corridor in Bethesda and 
Rockville was much less than that in the Rosslyn-Ballston Corridor. 
 
Dave Edwards remarked that using the Dulles Corridor during peak hours would stifle the 
linkage between Tysons and the airport making office space in Tysons less desirable. 
 
UPDATE ON TYSONS PROJECTS 
 
Matthew Ladd, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ), distributed a map 
showing buildings constructed before 1995, between 1995-1999, 2000-2005, and 2006-2009, 
parks and open space, and buildings approved but not constructed, including the site of the 
demonstration project (Attachment C). 
 
Chairman Alcorn said it would be helpful to identify buildings on the map that were 30 years or 
older for possible redevelopment purposes. 
 
DEMONSTRATION PROJECT UPDATE AND SCHEDULING 
 
Regina Coyle, Zoning Evaluation Division, DPZ, said the current schedule had been projected 
through November 2009.  She said weekly meetings would take place with the Georgelas Group 
team and staff from DPZ, the Fairfax County Department of Transportation, and the Office of 
Commercial Revitalization and Reinvestment throughout this time.  She said the committee 
would be given progress reports on September 16 and September 30, 2009.   
 
Chairman Alcorn said it would be helpful to know how the demonstration project would inform 
the committee about issues that should be addressed in the Comprehensive Plan.  Ms. Coyle 
replied that topics would be addressed at each meeting that would inform the process.   
 
Responding to a comment from Commissioner Lawrence, Ms. Coyle acknowledged the need for 
parks, urban plazas, and active recreation areas but said the demonstration project might not 
include all types of desired facilities.  Commissioner Lawrence said that energy efficiency and  
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conservation and stormwater management were also areas that needed to be addressed during the 
demonstration project negotiations. 
 
DISTRICT TEXT REPORT BY THE DRAFT REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 
George Barker, Chairman, Tysons Task Force Review Committee, distributed meeting 
summaries concerning the discussion about District Plan text (Attachment D).   
 
Mr. Barker noted there was disagreement between staff and the task force committee about 
specific language for consolidation and coordinated development plans.  He explained that the 
four station areas required consolidation of significantly coordinated development for at least 15 
acres.  He said the question was what to do in a case where a developer made a proposal for less 
than 15 acres that was desirable from a community perspective.   
 
Mr. Barker said the committee felt building heights should be limited on the outer edges of 
Tysons to protect communities, but height in the internal areas should be allowed because it 
would create a dynamic skyline.  He said specific language regarding this issue would be 
formulated before the next committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Barker explained that another issue that needed to be addressed was site-specific parcels.  
For example, he noted that there was a four-acre parcel near the exit ramp at the Beltway and 
Route 123 that might not be desirable for residential development as currently planned. 
 
Mr. Wheeler responded to a question from Chairman Alcorn about how to address concerns 
expressed by individual residents and landowners.  Chairman Alcorn said he would like to know 
what they were prior to the public hearing.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Wheeler said they would use the 
same guidance for development of subunits that had been used in the Merrifield Plan. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe commented that the Comprehensive Plan should be general and flexible 
and not contain the level of detail required in proffers. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Alcorn noted that the next meeting would be held on July 30, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
// 
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The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
Walter L. Alcorn, Chairman 
  
An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000 
Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.     
  
 Minutes by:   Linda B. Rodeffer 
  
 Approved: September 16, 2009   
 
             
 _____________________________ 

     Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk  
      Fairfax County Planning  
 


