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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 1998 
 
 
PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large  

John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District  
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Janet R. Hall, Mason District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
John B. Kelso, Lee District  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT: Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District  
 John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District 
 
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:25 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS
 
Chairman Murphy announced that James (Jim) McDonnell, Chairman of the Western Fairfax 
Land Use Committee and a citizen activist for many years in the Centreville area, had passed 
away on January 13, 1998.  Chairman Murphy said Mr. McDonnell was a dynamic force who 
had played an important role in the development of Centreville.  He extended deepest sympathy 
to his wife, Michelle, and their four daughters, on behalf of the Commission.  Commissioner 
Koch joined Chairman Murphy in sending condolences to the McDonnell family. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Hunter MOVED TO ELECT THE FOLLOWING SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 
1998: 
 

CHAIRMAN PETER F, MURPHY 
VICE CHAIRMAN JOHN R. BYERS 
SECRETARY SUZANNE F. HARSEL 
PARLIAMENTARIAN ALVIN L. THOMAS 
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Commissioners Kelso and Koch seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioners Coan and Palatiello absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy noted that while it was customary to circulate a committee request form the 
day after the election of officers, he intended to keep the same committee makeup as in 1997, 
unless someone preferred otherwise. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy reminded the Commission that financial disclosure forms were due no later 
than Thursday, January 15, 1998 to the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Kelso announced his intent to defer the public hearing on SE-97-L-051, Bertrand 
A. Page, from January 15, 1998 to January 29, 1998. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT (THE PUBLIC HEARING ON) PCA-79-S-022, 
EDGEMOORE HOMES, LLC, BE DEFERRED UNTIL FEBRUARY 18, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Downer not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan and Palatiello absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order for the agenda items: 
 
1. RZ-1997-SU-047 - WESTBROOK ASSOCIATES LC 
2. S97-CW-T1 - OUT-OF-TURN PLAN AMENDMENT 
3. SP-96-D-038 - ALL DULLES AREA MUSLIM SOCIETY (ADAMS) 
 
This order was accepted without objection. 
 
// 
 

RZ-1997-SU-047 - WESTBROOK ASSOCIATES LC - Appl. to 
rezone from R-1 & WS to R-3 WS to permit cluster residential  
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development at a density of 2.10 du/ac. on property located on the N. 
side of Westbrook Dr. approx. 600 ft. E. of its intersection 
w/Stringfellow Rd. on approx. 8.19 ac.  Comp. Plan Rec: Fairfax 
Center Area: 1-2.5 du/ac.  Tax Map 551((8)).  SULLY DISTRICT.  
PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Francis McDermott, Esq., Hunton and Williams, reaffirmed the affidavit dated October 29, 1997. 
There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Leslie Johnson, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented the 
staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of the 
application. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Alcorn, Ms. Johnson said all environmental issues 
had been addressed in revised proffers dated January 7, 1998. 
 
Mr. McDermott stated the subject application was a cluster proposal because of the impact on 
the property by Colonial Gas and Virginia Power easements.  He said a stormwater management 
pond and a substantial tree line would serve as buffers from the easements.  Addressing concerns 
of residents on Westbrook Drive, Mr. McDermott said the proffers would be added to include 
blasting language; to provide a fence and trees along the boundary line of the property adjacent 
to Lots 15 and 16; and to prohibit construction traffic on Westbrook Drive between the hours of 
6:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. on school days. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Koch, Mr. McDermott said the proffer concerning 
blasting would contain language stating that an inspector acceptable to the Department of 
Environmental Management would measure the flow of wells before and after any blasting 
which might occur.  He added that if any damage was done, it would be repaired if possible; if 
not, the residential unit would be hooked up to the public water system.  Mr. McDermott also 
told Commissioner Koch that these proffers would be added prior to the Board hearing. 
 
Chairman Murphy called the listed speaker and recited the rules for public testimony. 
 
James Whalen, 5019 Stringfellow Road, Centreville, said he believed a fence was needed 
between the old Cecil Hylton subdivision and the proposed development.  He also said he 
thought the maintenance of the stormwater management pond should be the responsibility of the 
developer.  In conclusion, he cited traffic concerns and suggested that a contribution towards a 
light at Westbrook and Stringfellow Road be made by the developer. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Koch, Mr. Whalen said the purpose of the fence 
would be to keep children from crossing Route 66 to get to the Fair Lakes Shopping Center. 
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Jackie Whang, 5005 Whisper Willow Drive, Fairfax, said she had been unaware of a meeting 
which had taken place between residents who lived off Westbrook Drive and the developer. She 
stated her opposition to this application because she did not feel any more houses were needed in 
the area.  She also expressed concern about tree loss. 
 
In response to a question by Chairman Murphy, Ms. Whang acknowledged that trees probably 
existed on her property before her house was built. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn and Ms. Whang discussed traffic and highway noise. 
 
Kathryn Turner, 5004 Whisper Willow Drive, Fairfax, expressed her concerns about tree loss 
and traffic and said she also had been unaware of a meeting held by the developer with nearby 
homeowners. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Byers, Ms. Turner said although she was aware that 
some additional development would take place in the area, she did not know that the subject 
property would be developed. 
 
Rick Adams, address unknown, voiced his concerns about noise and the grade of the land.  He 
said he had inquired about the zoning of surrounding areas when he purchased his home, but was 
not aware that a rezoning request could be made.  He asked that the application be deferred until 
surrounding homeowners could get organized and meet with the developer. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Murphy, Ms. Johnson said that the subject 
application was based on language in the Comprehensive Plan since 1991.  She then addressed 
the pending Area Plans Review (APR) nominations for this area. 
 
Commissioner Koch pointed out that Schedule B APR nominations were irrelevant to the 
proposed application which was in conformance with the current Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Darren Rogers, address unknown, stated he was a resident of Ashton Wells which was off 
Westbrook Drive.  He told the Commission that he had received notice about the application two 
days ago and cited concerns about tree loss, noise, and traffic. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Koch, Mr. Rogers said the signboard advertising the 
public hearing could not be easily seen from the road.  He said he received notification two days 
ago by a letter from Susan King, a neighbor. 
 
Elaine Harris, 5007 Lincoln Drive, Fairfax, told the Commission that she had asked the builder 
of her home what the future plans were for the area and was told it was zoned for single-family 
homes on one acre. 
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currently zoned and explained to her the difference between zoning and a Comprehensive Plan 
designation. 
 
Commissioner Hall explained to Ms. Harris the purpose of the Comprehensive Plan and how it 
could be changed. 
 
There being no further speakers, Chairman Murphy called upon Mr. McDermott for a rebuttal 
statement. 
 
Addressing concerns of the speakers, Mr. McDermott stated that there would be a 9 to 10 foot 
fence at the northern and western boundaries of the property.  He said the applicant had met with 
the Board of Directors of the Fair Lakes Glen community at their December meeting and no 
issues had been raised.  He explained that the number of notifications sent by the applicant had 
exceeded that which was required by State law. 
 
There being no further comments or questions and no closing staff comments, Chairman Murphy 
closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Koch for action on this item.  (A 
verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF RZ-1997-SU-047, SUBJECT TO THE 
EXECUTION OF PROFFERS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE DATED JANUARY 7, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 6-0-3; with Commissioners 
Alcorn, Hall and Harsel abstaining; Commissioner Downer not present for the vote; 
Commissioners Coan and Palatiello absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 

S97-CW-T1 - OUT-OF-TURN PLAN AMENDMENT - Concerns the 
segment of Beverly Rd. between Old Dominion Dr. & Ingleside Ave.  
The Plan Amendment will consider modifying the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan & the adopted Transportation Plan map to 
remove the four-lane designation fr. this segment of Beverly Rd. & to 
designate it as an improved two-lane road.  DRANESVILLE 
DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Lou Ann Hutchins, Office of Transportation, presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the 
date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of the proposed amendment. 
 
S97-CW-T1 - OUT-OF-TURN PLAN AMENDMENT          January 14, 1998 
 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers from the audience, but received no response.  He noted 
that no rebuttal was necessary.  There were no questions or comments from the Commission, 
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therefore he closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Downer for action on this 
item.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Downer MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF OUT-OF-TURN PLAN AMENDMENT 
S97-CW-T1 TO REMOVE THE FOUR LANE DESIGNATION FROM BEVERLY ROAD 
BETWEEN OLD DOMINION DRIVE AND INGLESIDE AVENUE: 
 

MODIFY AREA II PLAN, PAGE 216, FIGURE 81: "COUNTYWIDE 
TRANSPORTATION RECOMMENDATIONS, MCLEAN PLANNING 
DISTRICT" TO REMOVE THE FOUR-LANE DESIGNATION FROM 
BEVERLY ROAD BETWEEN OLD DOMINION DRIVE AND INGLESIDE 
AVENUE. 

 
MODIFY AREA II PLAN, PAGE 328, FIGURE 89: "TRANSPORTATION 
RECOMMENDATIONS, MCLEAN CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, M3, 
M4 COMMUNITY PLANNING SECTOR" TO REMOVE THE FOUR-LANE 
DESIGNATION FROM BEVERLY ROAD BETWEEN OLD DOMINION 
DRIVE AND INGLESIDE AVENUE. 

 
Commissioners Byers and Hall seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioners Harsel and Koch not present for the vote; Commissioners Coan and Palatiello 
absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 

SP-96-D-038 - ALL DULLES AREA MUSLIM SOCIETY (ADAMS) 
- Appl. under Sect. 3-103 of the Zoning Ord. to permit a place of 
worship & child care center on property located on Sugarland Rd. at 
the Fairfax/Loudoun Co. Line on approx. 2.27 ac. zoned R-1.  Tax 
Map 5-4((1))3, 4 pt.  DRANESVILLE DISTRICT.  PUBLIC 
HEARING. 

 
Randall Minchew, Esquire, Hazel and Thomas, reaffirmed the affidavit dated September 29, 
1997. There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
David Hunter, Zoning Evaluation Division (ZED), Office of Comprehensive Planning (OCP), 
presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  He noted that staff recommended 
denial of the application because it was not in harmony with the Comprehensive Plan or in  
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7 
 

Mr. Almquist stated the major transportation concerns were trip generation and parking.  He said 
the development condition offered by the applicant to improve Sugarland Road would lessen the 
impact.  He noted that although the applicant had met the County requirement for minimum 
parking, the Office of Transportation did not feel the site could accommodate the parking needed 
for the proposed use. 
 
Commissioner Downer and staff compared the daily trip generation of the subject six acres if it 
were developed at R-3 with the trip generation of the proposed development. 
 
Commissioner Kelso and Mr. Almquist discussed the number of parking spaces required by the 
Zoning Ordinance for religious facilities. 
 
Commissioner Kelso, Chairman Murphy and Barbara Byron, Director, Zoning Evaluation 
Division, OCP, discussed development by right and the subject development. 
 
Commissioner Kelso and Mr. Hunter discussed the size of buffers as specified in the Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Byers, Ms. Byron said that the parking lot and a 500 
square foot portion of the building, which included the entrance, was located in Fairfax County.  
Ms. Byron acknowledged that the subject application was complicated by the fact that the 
proposed development was located in both Loudoun and Fairfax Counties. 
 
Chairman Murphy and Ms. Byron discussed what affect a Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 
denial would have on the Loudoun County portion of the proposed development. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn and Ms. Byron discussed the intensity of the subject application. 
 
Commissioner Byers and staff compared the size of the subject development with the recent 
application of the Fairfax Baptist Temple. 
 
Commissioner Downer and Ms. Byron discussed maintaining very low density development in 
portions of the Dranesville District which drain into Sugarland Run, Difficult Run and the 
Occoquan watershed. 
 
Commissioner Downer noted that the applicant had provided development conditions this 
evening to address staff's concerns, and said she may move for a deferral of the decision until 
next week in order to give the Commission time to review them.  If so, she said she would ask 
the BZA to defer its hearing also which was scheduled for Tuesday, January 20, 1998. 
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described its unique attributes.  He said the applicant had gone forward on the Loudoun County 
application since most of the property was located there.  He pointed out adjacent properties on 
an aerial photograph, a copy of which is in the date file.  He outlined efforts made by the 
applicant to purchase a 25-foot piece of land from the "Starkey" property in order to provide a 
50-foot buffer recommended by the OCP staff.  He circulated a list of community contacts made 
by the applicant, a copy of which is in the date file.  Mr. Minchew said a number of revisions 
had been made to the original proposal since 1994 to reduce the intensity in response to concerns 
of citizens.  He addressed the issue of off-site parking in each of the development phases and 
said a covenant had been made with the citizens that off-site parking would never occur.  He 
explained to the Commission why he disputed staff's contention that the FAR was .22.  
Concluding his remarks, he reviewed the additional development conditions which had been 
distributed this evening. 
 
Commissioner Downer and Mr. Minchew discussed the need for additional permits during the 
various phases of construction and from which County they would be obtained, 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Hall regarding Development Condition Number 24, 
Mr. Minchew said the maximum number of worshipers would be 900 and that he believed new 
mosques would be established in other areas as the need arose. 
 
Mr. Minchew clarified Development Condition Number 27 for Chairman Murphy. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Minchew said the congregation was now 
meeting in an office building in Herndon.  She and Mr. Minchew discussed the mosque which 
had been under construction for approximately ten years on Shirley Gate Road which included a 
cemetery.  Mr. Minchew said that the subject application included no plans for a cemetery. 
 
At Commissioner Alcorn's request, Mr. Minchew explained why he believed the proposed FAR 
did not violate the maximum FAR allowable in an R-1 district.  Commissioner Alcorn and staff 
then compared the FAR of the property located in Fairfax County to that which was located in 
Loudoun County. 
 
Mr. Minchew requested that a letter of support from Sugarland Road Development, L LC, owner 
of the adjacent "Starkey" and "Calloway" properties, and a comparison of "Churches in Fairfax 
County with 800-1000 Seats" be made part of the official record.  (Copies of these documents 
are in the date file.) 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Downer, A. Hamid Matin, an engineer with 
Professional Design Group, Chantilly, identified the location of public utility easements. 
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// 
 
The Commission went into recess at 10:30 p.m. and reconvened in the Board Auditorium at 
10:45 p.m. 
 
// 
 
Mr. Almquist clarified staff's position on the proposed development condition regarding the 
roadway improvements. 
 
Chairman Murphy also reminded all persons wishing to address the Commission that the 
decision on this application would be made on land use issues only. 
 
Chairman Murphy called the first listed speaker and reviewed the rules for public testimony 
which he had recited earlier in the meeting. 
 
Amaarah Decuir, 2437 Brook Overlook Court, Herndon, stated she supported the subject 
application.  She said the congregation had outgrown its present site and described services the 
Center provided to the members of the congregation and to the community. 
 
John Browning, 12409 Willow Falls Drive, Herndon, opposed the application, citing inadequate 
buffering and tree loss. 
 
John Kinas, 100 Norwood Place, Sterling, President of Norwood Homeowners Association, said 
that Norwood was the neighborhood closest to the ADAMS site, and therefore the most affected. 
He said while he recognized the need for such a facility, he believed the proposed development 
was too large for the site and would create traffic and parking problems. 
 
Commissioner Downer and Mr. Kinas discussed the ingress and egress of his development and 
the proposed berm and fence between his neighborhood and the facility. 
 
Wael Al-Khairo, 1684 Bayfield Way, Reston, a member of the elected Board of Trustees of 
ADAMS, said the facility provided religious, educational and social services which contributed 
to the well being of society at-large.  He outlined efforts made to address and mitigate concerns 
of neighbors.  Mr. Al-Khairo recognized the large number of supporters in the audience and 
requested that a petition signed by hundreds of supporters be made part of the record.  (This 
petition is in the date file.)  He reassured the Commission that a cemetery was not part of this  
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five years before Phase III would be started.  Mr. Al-Khairo also addressed the potential growth 
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of the congregation. 
 
Commissioners Hall and Alcorn and Chairman Murphy thanked Mr. Al-Khairo for speaking on 
behalf of the large number of supporters in the audience. 
 
Chairman Murphy commented that the mosque on Shirley Gate Road had been a blight on the 
neighborhood for years and said any assistance ADAMS could offer them would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Salma Abugideiri, 204 Hawkins Lane, Sterling, a mental health counselor at the Center for 
Multicultural Human Services, Falls Church, read into the record a letter of support from the 
Executive Director of the Center, a copy of which is in the date file.  She said she had often 
relied on support services provided by ADAMS to assist Fairfax County residents who were in 
crisis.  (A copy of her remarks may also be found in the date file.) 
 
Neda Unus, 12607 Rock Ridge Drive, Herndon, a student at Herndon High School and an 
ADAMS youth leader, stated her support of this application.  (A copy of her remarks are in the 
date file.) 
 
Harun Murray, 1570 Regatta Lane, Reston, stated his support of the application and said he 
believed that places of worship located in residential areas were assets to the community. 
 
Rizwan Jaka, 2581 James Madison Circle, Herndon, stated his support for this application, 
stressing the importance of places of worship to families. 
 
Dr. Sameer Ahmad, 12007 Swallow Falls Court, Silver Spring, Maryland, a physician, military 
officer and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Community Medical Clinic said the 
mission of the clinic, expected to open in a few months, was to provide medical treatment to 
members of the community who had no health insurance.  He outlined the support ADAMS had 
provided the clinic and urged the Commission to support this application. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Downer, Dr. Ahmad said the clinic was located in an 
office building across from the current ADAMS center and would be open to anyone who could 
demonstrate a financial need for such services. 
 
Joe Gabbard, 106 Norwood Place, Sterling, presented a photograph of the Mosque as it was 
originally planned and the homes on Norwood Place.  He said he had lost five trees on his  
SP-96-D-038 - ALL DULLES AREA MUSLIM SOCIETY (ADAMS)        January 14, 1998 
 
 
property which would have served as a buffer because soil conditions were such that tree growth 
could not be sustained.  He felt the proposed development was out of character with the 
neighborhood. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Downer, Mr. Hunter said the maximum height of the 
proposed development, including the dome, was 39 feet, and the maximum height of the minaret 
was 45 feet. 
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Mr. Meer Ali, address unknown, said he lived about 100 yards from the proposed development.  
He made the following points: (1) that the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors had approved 
their part of the application; (2) that the number of proposed parking spaces was in excess of that 
which was required for religious facilities; (3) that there were other religious facilities for 
Muslims in Fairfax and Loudoun Counties which would prevent overcrowding of ADAMS; and 
(4) that a bowling alley had been built on the Fairfax/Loudoun County line.  He questioned 
staff's contention that it had not had sufficient time to conduct an in-depth analysis of this 
application. 
 
Chairman Murphy clarified for Mr. Ali that staff was referring to development conditions 
presented this evening by the applicant, not the entire application, when they said they had not 
had time to conduct an in-depth analysis. 
 
Commissioner Downer commented that the bowling alley was not comparable to the subject 
application because it did not impact residential neighborhoods. 
 
Patrick Wildman, 12429 Willow Falls Drive, Herndon, speaking on behalf of the Colvin Hunt 
Homeowners Association, challenged the applicant's contention that there would be an 
occupancy rate of 2.11 persons per vehicle.  He said the Homeowners Association felt that the 
proposed number of parking spaces was inadequate and would force worshipers to park on 
residential streets.  He referred to a letter dated January 6, 1998 from the Colvin Hunt 
Homeowners Association which addressed their concerns in their entirety.  (A copy of this letter 
is in the date file.) 
 
Chairman Murphy and Mr. Wildman discussed development conditions which might ameliorate 
the impact of the proposed Mosque on his community. 
 
Commissioner Hall commented that although there had been problems concerning the Mosque at 
Baileys Crossroad in the Mason District, to her knowledge, they had been satisfactorily resolved. 
She said she would ask Mason District Supervisor Penelope Gross' office if they were aware of 
any ongoing problems. 
 
Connie Damkot, 1099 Browns Mill Court, Herndon, Vice President of Hastings Hunt of Fairfax 
Community Association, raised concerns of the Association about traffic and the size and scale 
of the proposed development.  (A copy of her remarks is contained in the date file.) 
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Commissioner Downer and Ms. Damkot discussed the fact that the size of the building was 
increased because the neighboring communities did not want the recreational facilities located in 
the Muddy Branch floodplain. 
 
William Marr, Esquire, address unknown, representing the communities of Hastings Hunt, 
Colvin Hunt, Norwood, Jenkins Ridge, and Crestbrook, said their objection was due only to the 
size and bulk of the proposed development. 
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Commissioner Downer and Mr. Marr compared the size of the facility as originally proposed to 
the size currently being proposed. 
 
Carl Stuekerjuergen, 102 Norwood Place, Sterling, urged the Commission to recommend denial 
of the application for the reasons stated in the staff report. 
 
William Fry, 109 Norwood Place, Sterling, cited concerns about the size of the proposed 
development and the affect it would have on the quality of life of the surrounding communities. 
 
Kevin Macintosh, representing the Jenkins Ridge Homeowners Association, said his Association 
shared the same concerns expressed by other Associations and focused on the traffic and 
environmental impacts of this application. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn suggested that measures to strengthen the stream bank and additional 
plantings to provide a filter from stormwater runoff might be worthwhile to investigate. 
 
Douglas White, 12407 Willow Falls Drive, Herndon, a resident of Colvin Hunt, pointed out that 
all surrounding homeowners associations opposed this application because of its size.  He asked 
the Commission not to ignore their concerns. 
 
R. J. Dunn, 1381 Rock Chapel Drive, Herndon, expressed his concerns about stormwater runoff 
and the affect it would have on trees. 
 
Kate Fisher, 1428 Powells Tavern Place, Herndon, President of the Crestbrook Homeowners 
Association, stated for the record that attorney Bill Marr did not represent them.  She expressed 
concerns about traffic and parking. 
 
Robert Soltess, 511 Merlins Lane, Herndon, Secretary of Friends of Sugarland Run, stated the 
purpose of his organization was to protect and enhance the water quality and greenways 
surrounding Sugarland Run.  He said the concerns of Friends of Sugarland Run included tree 
buffer planning, stormwater management planning, floodplain and Resource Protection Area 
demarcation, tree preservation, impervious surface creation, and the impact on the overall water 
quality of Suglarland Run.  (A copy of his remarks is in the date file.) 
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Commissioner Byers and Mr. Soltess discussed specific language Mr. Soltess would like to see 
in the development conditions regarding his concerns. 
 
Ahsan Alikhan, address unknown, resident of Reston and a founding member of ADAMS, 
supported this application and said he believed the applicant had been sensitive to the concerns 
of neighbors.  Furthermore, he said he believed approval would reflect favorably upon the 
County because it would fill an ethnic need. 
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Ossama Hazim, 1413 Newport Spring Court, Reston, said that Fairfax County was a pluralistic 
area which had been nationally recognized and felt a County with one million people should be 
able to accommodate one more Mosque with 900 worshipers.  He also said he did not feel the 
Commission should deny this application based upon concerns of Loudoun County residents. 
 
Chairman Murphy said the issue before the Commission was not whether or not Fairfax County 
could accommodate one more religious facility, but whether or not the site could accommodate 
the size of the proposed development. 
 
Zubair Saleem, 306 Hunt Way Court, Herndon, said the same issues raised tonight had been 
raised at Loudoun County meetings and suggested Commission members visit the site as 
Loudoun County representatives had done in order to get a better idea of what were valid issues. 
 
There being no further speakers, therefore Chairman Murphy called upon Mr. Minchew for a 
rebuttal statement. 
 
Mr. Minchew, addressing a concern raised by Mr. Fry, clarified the new proposed Development 
Condition about the maximum occupancy rate.  Addressing environmental concerns, he said an 
underground stormwater management facility which met the Occoquan best management 
practices would be installed.  Finally, he said that a 50-foot buffer between the proposed 
development and the "Starkey" property was guaranteed because Sugarland Road Development, 
L. L. C. had agreed to enter into a boundary line adjustment agreement or convey an easement to 
ADAMS.  Mr. Minchew then called upon Mr. Kennedy to address transportation and parking 
issues which had been raised by the speakers. 
 
Mr. Kennedy said the peak hours of the Mosque would occur on Friday afternoons and therefore 
would not coincide with outside roadway peak periods.  He added that off-site improvements to 
Sugarland Road, which had not been part of the original application, were added due to citizen 
concerns.  He said although Loudoun County's six-year plan did not include the widening of 
Sugarland Road, there were private developer commitments to widen it on the north side from 
the Fairfax County line.  He was of the opinion that the traffic impact would not be significant 
and that the proposed parking program would be reliable and enforceable. 
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There were no further comments or questions from the Commission and staff had no closing 
comments; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner 
Downer for a deferral motion.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Downer MOVED THAT WE DEFER DECISION ON SP-96-D-038 TO A DATE 
CERTAIN OF THURSDAY JANUARY 22, 1998, WITH THE RECORD REMAINING OPEN 
FOR WRITTEN COMMENT. 



 
Commissioner Alcorn seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Coan and Palatiello absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Downer further RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION REQUEST 
THAT THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS DELAY ITS SCHEDULED HEARING ON 
JANUARY 20, 1998 UNTIL AFTER RECEIVING A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners Coan 
and Palatiello absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:28 a.m.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

 
 

Minutes by: Linda B. Gibson 
 

Approved on:  July 21, 1999 
 
 

 
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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