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MINUTES OF 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

MARCH 14, 1996 
 
 
PRESENT: Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District  

Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Janet R. Hall, Mason District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District  
John B. Kelso, Lee District 
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT:  John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District 

Robert v. L. Hartwell, Commissioner At-Large 
 
// 
 
The meeting was convened at 7:45 p.m., by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr.  
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS 
 
Chairman Murphy announced that the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Public Hearings 
would be held on Thursday, March 21, 1996 and the CIP Markup would be held on Wednesday, 
April 3, 1996. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA: 
 
Chairman Murphy announced the only item on tonight agenda was the Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP) Workshop. 
 
// 
 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (CIP) - The Planning  
Commission will hold a workshop on the CIP for FY 1997  
through FY 2001 with representatives of the following County  
agencies: Community Services Board, Park Authority, Schools,  
Department of Housing & Community Development, Fire & Rescue  
Department & the Office of Transportation. WORKSHOP. 
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CIP WORKSHOP            March 14, 1996  
 
 
Mr. David Marshall, Planning Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, Workshop 
Coordinator, introduced the individuals who would be presenting the needs of their agencies as 
described in the CIP and Budget Guidelines. 
 
Following discussion with Mr. Anthony Griffin, Deputy County Executive, Commissioner 
Palatiello requested that the general funding amounts for FY 1996 be identified for projects in 
Table A2, "Proposed General Fund Capital Expenditures to Support Current CIP Projects", on 
Page 138 of the Advertised Capital Improvement Program for Fiscal Years 1997 - 2001. 
 
 
FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
 
Chief Deputy Mark Wheatley furnished the status of current bond approved projects, future 
requirements, locations and timing issues. 
 
Commissioner Palatiello asked if we could do without the Fire Training Academy and Chief 
Wheatley responded in the negative. 
 
// 
 
OFFICE OF HUMAN SERVICES 
 
Janice Schiff, Director, Community Relations & Residential Development, Fairfax-Falls Church 
Community Services Board, gave the status of current projects, project needs and descriptions, 
locational issues, and future needs. She requested that interim improvements for the Dual 
Diagnosis Facility, estimated at $400,000 be completed in FY 1997 to extend the useful life of 
the building. 
 
// 
 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY 
 
Gregory Evans, Park Authority Board Member, Springfield District, discussed the land 
acquisition program, construction program highlights, projected needs and proffer opportunities. 
 
Commissioner Palatiello stated that Fox Mill District Park was a partnership wherein the Reston 
Youth Baseball provided a significant amount of funding and asked if there was any type of 
partnership on Howary Field Park. Mr. Evans stated that Howary Field required lighting as well 
as other amenities at the site. 
 
// 
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CIP WORKSHOP            March 14, 1996  
 
 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
James Johnson, Director, Facilities Planning Services, explained the highlights of the Schools' 
five-year program, areas of projected need, proffer opportunities, and future referenda 
requirements. 
 
Commissioner Palatiello raised a question about the impact of the Fairfax County Parkway on 
Armstrong Elementary School and asked that further information be furnished regarding when 
that school had been approved. 
 
// 
 
OFFICE OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
Traffic Operations Division - Mr. Samuel Chamberlain defined the major program initiatives, 
highlights of the five-year plan, future funding requirements and constraints. 
 
Transit Operations Division - Mr. Michael Lake furnished the status of major projects, planned 
and projected transit and alternative mode requirements. 
 
Following discussion, Commissioner Coan stated that there was no sidewalk or trail along 
Idylwood Road between Leesburg Pike (Route 7) and Gallows Road. He then requested that staff 
furnish a cost estimate for the installation of a sidewalk or trail before markup of the CIP. 
 
// 
 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
Mr. Jack Clark furnished the highlights of program, major projects underway or planned, 
funding sources and mechanisms. 
 
Commissioner Coan noted that funds for housing development would not be expended during 
FY 1997. When Commissioner Coan questioned Mr. Clark, it was learned that the funding which 
had been requested in the FY 1997 Budget had not been included in the FY 1997 Budget Plan 
and that approximately $1.5 million dollars in the Fairfax Housing Trust Fund had not yet been 
allocated. Mr. Coan requested that this issue be addressed at the CIP public hearing. 
 
// 
 
The following agencies were not represented this evening but did have projects requested: 
Libraries, Community and Recreation Services, Department of Family Services, Office for 
Children, Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court, General District Court, Circuit Court, Sheriffs  



CIP WORKSHOP            March 14, 1996  
 
 
Office, Police Department, Animal Control, Facilities Management, Department of Public 
Works, Fairfax County Water Authority and the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 p.m.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
 
For a verbatim record of this meeting, reference may be made to the audio and video recordings 
which may be found in the Office of the Planning Commission of Fairfax County, Virginia. 
 

Minutes by: Dorothy E. Brittingham  
Approved on: July 9, 1997 

           
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the  

          Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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