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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 1998 
 
 
PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large  

John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District  
Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District  
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Janet R. Hall, Mason District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
John B. Kelso, Lee District  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District  
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT: None 
 
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS
 
Commissioner Coan MOVED THAT THE DECISION ONLY ON OUT-OF-TURN PLAN 
AMENDMENT S97-11-F1, PENNELL STREET, BE FURTHER DEFERRED TO A DATE 
CERTAIN OF APRIL 16, 1998. 
 
Commissioners Alcorn and Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioners Downer and Palatiello not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Coan MOVED THAT THE DECISION ONLY ON AREA PLANS REVIEW 
ITEM 97-II-IV BE FURTHER DEFERRED TO MAY 6, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Downer not present for the vote. 
 
// 
COMMISSION MATTERS    April 8, 1998 
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Commissioner Kelso MOVED THAT THE PUBLIC HEARING ON SEA-83-S-042-2, APC 
REALTY AND EQUIPMENT CO., LLC, AND 456-S97-6, APC REALTY AND EQUIPMENT 
CO., LLC, WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE CELLULAR AND BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, 
INC., BE DEFERRED TO A DATE CERTAIN OF MAY 28, 1998. 
 
Commissioner Koch seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Downer and Murphy not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Byers announced his intent to defer 2232-V98-1, Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority, from May 21, 1998 to sometime in June, 1998. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy announced that the Fairfax Fair would take place on June 5, 6, and 7, 1998, 
and volunteers were needed once again for the Planning Commission's Soda Stand.  He noted 
that proceeds would go to the Fairfax Fair Scholarship Fund. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order for the agenda items: 
 

1. PCA-84-C-060 - FAIR OAKS SIERRA ASSOCIATES, LP 
FDPA-84-C-060-2 - FAIR OAKS SIERRA ASSOCIATES, LP 

2. PCA-77-C-098-3 - TST WOODLAND LLC 
PCA-80-C-028-4 - TST WOODLAND LLC, TST WOODLAND ONE, LLC,  
TST WOODLAND TWO, LLC 
PCA-83-C-031-1 - TST WOODLAND LLC 
RZ-1997-HM-054 - TST WOODLAND LLC 
SE-97-H-070 - TST WOODLAND LLC 

3. 456-D97-3 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. & FAIRFAX COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
SEA-83-D-079-2 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. & FAIRFAX COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 
This order was accepted without objection.  
 
// 
 
 
PCA-84-C-060 and FDPA-84-C-060-2 -    April 8, 1998 
FAIR OAKS SIERRA ASSOCIATES, LP 
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PCA-84-C-060 - FAIR OAKS SIERRA ASSOCIATES, LP - Appl. to 
amend the proffers for RZ-84-C-060 to permit office and hotel uses 
with an overall FAR of 0.26 on property located in the N.E. quadrant 
of the intersection of Fair Ridge Dr. and Lee-Jackson Memorial Hwy. 
and on the W. side of West Ox Rd. S. of its intersection with 
Penderbrook Dr. on approximately 16.72 acres zoned PDC, WS & HC. 
Comp. Plan Rec: Office.  Tax Map 46-3((17))2, 3, 4, & 5.  
(Concurrent with FDPA-84-C-060-2.)  SULLY DISTRICT. 
 
FDPA-84-C-060-2 - FAIR OAKS SIERRA ASSOCIATES, LP - Appl. 
to amend the final development plan for RZ-84-C-060 to permit office 
and hotel uses on property located in the N.E. quadrant of the 
intersection of Fair Ridge Dr. and Lee-Jackson Memorial Hwy. and on 
the W. side of West Ox Rd. S. of its intersection with Penderbrook Dr. 
on approximately 16.72 acres zoned PDC, WS, & HC.  Tax Map 46-
3((17))2, 3, 4, & 5.  (Concurrent with PCA-84-C-060.)  SULLY 
DISTRICT.  JOINT PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Toni L. McMahon, agent for the applicant, reaffirmed the affidavit dated March 6, 1998.  There 
were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Susan Johnson, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented the 
staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of the 
applications. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Harsel, Ms. Johnson said that Plan B was being 
considered tonight. 
 
Ms. McMahon stated that the applicant concurred with the staff recommendation and that 
executed proffers had been submitted on April 7, 1998. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Koch, Ms. Mahon said citizens' associations and 
local neighborhood representatives in the area subject to this application had been contacted. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers from the audience, but received no response.  He noted 
that no rebuttal was necessary.  Ms. Johnson had no closing staff comments; therefore, Chairman 
Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Koch for action on these items. 
(A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
 
PCA-84-C-060 and FDPA-84-C-060-2 -    April 8, 1998 
FAIR OAKS SIERRA ASSOCIATES, LP 
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Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF PCA-84-C-060, SUBJECT TO THE 
EXECUTION OF THE PROFFERS CONTAINED IN APPENDIX I. 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Downer not present for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVE FDPA-84-
C-060-2, SUBJECT TO THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS IN APPENDIX 2 
AND SUBJECT TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS' APPROVAL OF PCA-84-C-060. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Downer not present for the vote. 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF A WAIVER OF THE SERVICE DRIVE 
REQUIREMENT ALONG ROUTE 50. 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Downer not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
The Commission went into recess at 8:50 p.m. and reconvened in the Board Auditorium at 9:00 
p.m. 
 
// 
 

PCA-77-C-098-3 - TST WOODLAND LLC - Appl. to amend the 
proffers for RZ-77-C-098 to permit deletion of land area on property 
located in the S.E. quadrant of the intersection of the Dulles Airport 
Toll Rd. and Centreville Rd. on approximately 55.08 acres zoned 1-4.  
Comp. Plan Rec: Alternative uses.  Tax Map 16-3((1))29A pt., 29C 
pt., 29D pt.; 16-3((11))6 pt. (Concurrent with PCA-83-C-031, PCA-
80-C-028-4, RZ-1997-HM-054, and SE-97-H-070.)   HUNTER MILL 
DISTRICT. 
 
PCA-80-C-028-4 - TST WOODLAND LLC, TST WOODLAND 
ONE, LLC, TST WOODLAND TWO, LLC - Appl. to amend the 
proffers for RZ-80-C-028 to permit deletion of land area on property 
located in the N.E. quadrant of the intersection of Centreville Rd. and 
Woodland Park Rd., extending E. along the north side of Sunrise  

PCA-77-C-098-3, PCA-80-C-028-4, PCA-83-C-031-1,    April 8, 1998 
RZ-1997-HM-054, and SE-97-H-070 - TST WOODLAND LLC 
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Valley Dr. on approximately 55.77 acres zoned C-8 & 1-4.  Comp. 
Plan Rec: Alternative uses.  Tax Map 16-3((1)) 29A pt., 29C pt., 29D 
pt.; 16-3((11)}5, 6 pt. (Concurrent with PCA-83-C-031, PCA-77-C-
098-3, RZ-1997-HM-054, and SE-97-H-070.)  HUNTER MILL 
DISTRICT. 
 
PCA-83-C-031-1 - TST WOODLAND LLC - Appl. to amend the 
proffers for RZ-83-C-031 to permit deletion of land area on property 
located on the E. side of Centreville Rd., both N. and S. of Woodland 
Park Rd. on approximately 3.51 acres zoned C-8.  Comp. Plan Rec: 
Alternative uses.  Tax Map 16-3((11)) 1 pt., 2 pt. and 7.  (Concurrent 
with PCA-80-C-028-4, PCA-77-C-098-3, RZ-1997-HM054, and SE-
97-H-070.)  HUNTER MILL DISTRICT. 
 
RZ-1997-HM-054 - TST WOODLAND LLC - Appl. to rezone from 
C-8 and 1-4 to 1-4 to permit office development with an overall FAR 
of 0.70 on property located in the N.E. quadrant of the intersection of 
Centreville Rd. and Woodland Park Rd. on approximately 23.46 acres. 
Comp. Plan Rec: Alternative uses.  Tax Map 16-3((1))29C, 29D; 16-
3((11))7.  (Concurrent with PCA-83-C-031, PCA-77-C-098-3, PCA-
80-C-028-4, and SE-97-H-070.)  HUNTER MILL DISTRICT. 
 
SE-97-H-070 - TST WOODLAND LLC - Appl. under Sects. 9-618, 9-
607 and 2-904 of the Zoning Ordinance to permit office use with an 
increase in the overall FAR to 0.70, an increase in building height to 
150.0 ft., and uses in the floodplain on property located at 13204 
Woodland Park Dr, on approximately 23.46 acres zoned 1-4.  Tax 
Map 16-3((1))29C, 29D; 16-35((11))7.  (Concurrent with PCA-83-C-
031, PCA-77-C-098-3, RZ-1997-HM-054, and PCA-80-C-028-4.)  
HUNTER MILL DISTRICT.  JOINT PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Elizabeth Baker, with Walsh, Colucci, Stackhouse, Emrich and Lubeley, PC, agent for the 
applicant, reaffirmed the affidavit dated April 8, 1998.  There were no disclosures by 
Commission members. 
 
Gregory Russ, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, responded to 
questions from Commissioner Alcorn regarding an increase in the floor area ratio, an increase in 
height, and how the Proffered Condition Amendments differed from the original Proffered 
Condition applications. 
 
 
 
PCA-77-C-098-3, PCA-80-C-028-4, PCA-83-C-031-1,    April 8, 1998 
RZ-1997-HM-054, and SE-97-H-070 - TST WOODLAND LLC 
 
 
Chairman Murphy ascertained that there were no speakers for this application; therefore, he 
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asked that presentations by staff and the applicant be waived and the public hearing closed.  No 
objections were expressed; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and 
recognized Commissioner Palatiello for action on these applications.  (A verbatim excerpt is in 
the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Palatiello MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT APPLICATIONS PCA-77-C-098-3,  
PCA-80-C-028-4, AND PCA-83-C-031-1 BE APPROVED, SUBJECT TO THE EXECUTION 
OF PROFFERS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE CONTAINED IN APPENDIX 1 OF THE 
STAFF REPORT. 
 
Commissioners Byers and Hunter seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 11-0-1 with 
Commissioner Downer abstaining. 
 
Commissioner Palatiello MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT IT APPROVE RZ-1997-HM-054, SUBJECT TO 
THE EXECUTION OF PROFFERS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE DATED APRIL 7, 1998 
AND SUBJECT TO THE BOARD'S APPROVAL OF PCA-77-C-098-3, PCA-80-C-028-4, 
AND PCA-83-C-031-1. 
 
Commissioners Byers and Hunter seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 11-0-1 with 
Commissioner Downer abstaining. 
 
Commissioner Palatiello MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT SE-97-H-070 BE APPROVED, SUBJECT TO 
THE AMENDED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS DATED APRIL 7, 1998 AND SUBJECT 
TO THE BOARD'S APPROVAL OF RZ-1997-HM-054. 
 
Commissioners Byers and Hunter seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 11-0-1 with 
Commissioner Downer abstaining. 
 
Commissioner Palatiello MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THAT IT APPROVE A MODIFICATION OF THE 
TRANSITIONAL SCREENING REQUIREMENT ALONG CENTREVILLE ROAD AND 
WOODLAND PARK ROAD IN FAVOR OF THAT SHOWN ON THE GDP/SE PLAT. 
 
Commissioners Byers and Hunter seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 11-0-1 with 
Commissioner Downer abstaining. 
 



7 
 

PCA-77-C-098-3, PCA-80-C-028-4, PCA-83-C-031-1,    April 8, 1998 
RZ-1997-HM-054, and SE-97-H-070 - TST WOODLAND LLC 
 
 
Commissioner Palatiello MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF A WAIVER OF THE BARRIER 
REQUIREMENT ALONG CENTREVILLE ROAD AND WOODLAND PARK ROAD. 
 
Commissioners Byers and Hunter seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 11-0-1 with 
Commissioner Downer abstaining. 
 
// 
 

456-D97-3 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND FAIRFAX 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY - 
Appl. under Sect. 15.2-2232 (formerly Sect. 15.1-456) of the Code of 
Virginia to permit a telecommunications facility on property located at 
9916 Georgetown Pi. on approximately 2.05 acres zoned C-8 and R-1. 
Tax Map 13-1((1))2 & 2A.  (Concurrent with SEA-83-D-079-2.)  
DRANESVILLE DISTRICT. 
 
SEA-83-D-079-2 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND 
FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY - Appl. under Sects. 3-104 and 4-804 of the Zoning 
Ordinance to amend SE-83-D-079 for a telecommunications facility 
and public benefit association to permit removal of existing tower, 
construction of new tower and additional telecommunications facilities 
on property located at 9916 Georgetown Pike on approximately 2.05 
acres zoned C-8 and R-1.  Tax Map 13-1((1))2 & 2A.  (Concurrent 
with 456-D97-3.)  DRANESVILLE DISTRICT.  JOINT PUBLIC 
HEARING. 

 
Frank Stearns, Esquire, with Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick, and Lane, reaffirmed the affidavit dated 
April 3, 1998.  Commissioner Hunter disclosed that one of the applicants had a business 
relationship with his employer; therefore, he recused himself from the public hearing. 
 
Denise James, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning (OCP), presented 
the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of 
the applications. 
 
David Marshall, Planning Division, OCP, stated that the proposed facility under 456-D97-3 
satisfied the criteria of location, character and extent as specified in Section 15.2-2232 of the 
Code of Virginia and was in accord with the provisions of the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 
 
456-D97-3 and SEA-83-D-079-2 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND   April 8, 1998 
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FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Coan regarding public safety in Fairfax County, 
Mr. Marshall said that representatives from the Police Department and the Fire and Rescue 
Department would address that issue. 
 
Commissioner Palatiello and Mr. Marshall discussed the lack of two-way radio communications 
in certain parts of the County. 
 
Mr. Stearns stated that due to the need for an expanded telecommunications facility in the Great 
Falls area by telecommunications carriers and by the County, an arrangement had been worked 
out where Bell Atlantic would construct a tower which would be used to support Fairfax County 
public safety needs and which would also accommodate present and future commercial 
telecommunications carriers.  He showed photographs of the existing and proposed towers and 
explained that changes had been made in height, lighting and appearance in response to concerns 
of citizens.  He said that because a brick wall could damage mature trees on the site, the 
applicant was willing to construct a wood fence to serve as the required barrier. 
 
Commissioner Downer noted that she would be deferring a decision on this matter to April 22, 
1998. 
 
At Commissioner Byers' request, Mr. Stearns compared the height of two large towers seen from 
Route 7 at Springvale Road with the proposed tower. 
 
Commissioner Harsel and Mr. Stearns discussed the number of antennas which would be located 
on the proposed tower. 
 
Lieutenant Curt Andrich, Fairfax County Police Department, Project Manager, Public Safety 
Voice Radio Project and Manager, Radio Services, Fairfax County Department of Information 
Technology, stated that the County was using several aging public safety communications 
systems which served the Police Department, the Fire and Rescue Department, the Sheriff's 
Office and the Department of Animal Control.  He said the radio equipment currently being used 
was outdated and incompatible which resulted in the inability of those agencies to communicate 
with each other. He outlined efforts made since 1988 to update the public safety communications 
system and said the subject application was the result of work which had begun in 1993 to 
provide one unified system which would support all County agencies.  He noted that the Great 
Falls area had been identified as an area which had significant radio coverage problems resulting 
in serious safety concerns. 
 
Jack Anderson, RCC Consultants, Inc., Project Manager for the voice radio system, showed 
maps which illustrated the existing radio coverage serving the Great Falls area and those areas 
where there was no coverage.  He described the proposed radio system and said seven existing 
sites would be used with only one new site required.  He cited reasons why the Great Falls site 
was a key element in the design of the system and said that there were no suitable alternate sites  
456-D97-3 and SEA-83-D-079-2 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND   April 8, 1998 
FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
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in that area.  He outlined the partnership the County had with Bell Atlantic who had offered to 
replace the existing tower and provide space to the County free of charge.  He noted that since 
the tower would also support collocation, there would be no need for other monopoles in the 
Great Falls area.  He stated that he had worked closely with the citizens of Great Falls who 
recognized the need for the proposed monopole and noted that as a result of their concerns, the 
height of the tower had been reduced to eliminate the need for lighting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Kelso, Mr. Anderson said if approved, the system 
should be operational by the Fall of 1998. 
 
Commissioner Downer and Mr. Anderson discussed the future need for additional monopoles in 
the Great Falls area and the number of antennas located on the proposed monopole. 
 
Commissioner Downer and Ms. James discussed the by-right location of antennas on the 
proposed tower. 
 
Mr. Anderson responded to a question from Commissioner Palatiello regarding satellite 
technology and the possible obsolescence of monopoles. 
 
Chairman Murphy called the first listed speaker and recited the rules for public testimony. 
 
John Ulfelder, 9151 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, President, Great Falls Citizens Association, 
expressed support for this application because of the need for improved public safety 
communications in the Great Falls area; no other site was more suitable; and it would provide a 
collocation site for commercial carriers and Media General.  He noted that there were some 
members of the Great Falls Citizens Association who did not agree with the position he was 
presenting tonight and would prefer that this application be opposed. 
 
Commissioner Byers commended Mr. Ulfelder for his objective views on a controversial issue. 
 
Richard Kane, 785 Stephanie Circle, Great Falls, representing the President of Hickory Vale 
Farms Homeowners Association, stated that he disagreed with the staff report Mr. Marshall had 
presented.  He said there were homes, a church, a daycare center, and an elementary school in 
the vicinity of the proposed location.  While he acknowledged the necessity for the monopole, he 
felt that other locations should be considered. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Downer, Mr. Kane said he was still in agreement 
with the compromise worked out by the parties this evening prior to the public hearing. 
 
Captain Paul Nichols stated he was in charge of communications for the Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department.  He said the proposed tower was a critical link in the future communications 
of the Fire and Rescue Department and described situations where the lack of a reliable radio  
456-D97-3 and SEA-83-D-079-2 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND   April 8, 1998 
FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
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communications system had put the safety of both citizens and public safety personnel in 
jeopardy. 
 
In response to a question by Commissioner Palatiello, Captain Nichols said if this application 
were approved, no other monopole would be needed to provide communications support for the 
North Reston area. 
 
Sergeant Bonnie Mahoney, Civil Enforcement Branch, Office of the Sheriff, stated that the 
existing radio communications system was inadequate and failing.  She said the Sheriff's Office 
had to rely on the Police Department's communications system and deputies had to carry two 
radios with them to communicate within some areas.  She emphasized the need of the Sheriff's 
Office for improved radio communications, especially in the Great Falls area. 
 
Captain Don Fatherree, Commander, Civil Enforcement Branch, Office of the Sheriff, stated he 
was in favor of the proposed tower to ensure the safety of deputies in the performance of their 
duties, such as conducting evictions, serving civil process permits and revoking concealed 
weapons permits.  He said backup support was often needed and he and his staff experienced 
much frustration and anxiety when radio contact with a deputy was lost.  He said the ability of 
all public safety personnel to communicate effectively was an essential element for the safety of 
officers and the community. 
 
Captain Robert Beach, Commander, Reston Police Station, cited an example where the lack of 
reliable radio communications hampered the apprehension of two suspects in connection with a 
home invasion robbery on Route 7 near Difficult Run Bridge.  He said a reliable radio 
communications system was essential to ensure the safety of citizens and police officers. 
 
Captain Beach responded to questions from Commissioner Coan about the lack of radio 
communications in the Route 7 area. 
 
Lieutenant Frank Wernlein, Assistant Commander, McLean Police Station, said the present radio 
communications system failed on a routine basis and placed his officers at risk.  He said that the 
proposed system addressed their immediate and future needs and it needed to be implemented as 
quickly as possible in the interests of public safety. 
 
Michael Lucas, Field Supervisor, Department of Animal Control, expressed the need for 
improved radio communications by his Department and cited examples where personnel had 
been unable to communicate by radio.  He emphasized the urgent need for a new system for the 
safety of citizens and those who serve them. 
 
Mike Fischel, Director, Public Communications Safety Center, expressed support for the 
application and said it was the last step in a process which had begun in 1988 to provide Fairfax 
County with a sophisticated public safety communications system which would serve the County  
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456-D97-3 and SEA-83-D-079-2 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND   April 8, 1998 
FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
for the next 20 years.  He said the current radio communications system was the weak link in the 
system and there were areas all over the County where radio communication was not possible.  
He urged the Commission to approve this site in conjunction with the other seven sites. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel William Brown, Deputy Chief of Police for Administration, said the 
proposed radio system would allow communication with other jurisdictions which was vital for 
the coordination of public safety services. 
 
Commissioner Coan and Mr. Marshall discussed the impact the elimination of commercial 
carriers would have on the mass of the proposed tower. 
 
Chairman Murphy commented that this was a joint venture and the height of the tower was 
driven by public safety needs and would not change if it were exclusively used by the County at 
County expense and would create the need for other monopoles in the Great Falls area. 
 
Commissioner Downer explained the rationale behind the decision for the recommendation of 
one tower only. 
 
Commissioners Coan, Murphy, and Kelso discussed the impact the elimination of commercial 
carriers would have on the community. 
 
Mr. Stearns, the applicant's attorney, declined the opportunity to make a rebuttal statement. 
 
Ms. James clarified the total number of antennas which could be placed on the tower if this 
application was approved. 
 
There being no further staff comments and no comments or questions from the Commission, 
Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Downer for a 
deferral motion.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Downer MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 
DECISION ON 456-D97-3, BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND FAIRFAX COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, AND SEA-83-D-079-2, BELL 
ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF APRIL 22, 1998 WITH THE RECORD 
REMAINING OPEN FOR WRITTEN COMMENT. 
 
 
 
 
456-D97-3 and SEA-83-D-079-2 - BELL ATLANTIC MOBILE, INC. AND   April 8, 1998 



FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Hunter not present for the vote. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 p.m.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
 

Minutes by:  Linda B. Gibson  
 
Approved on:  October 14, 1999 
 
 

 
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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