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MINUTES OF 

FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNEDAY, APRIL 15, 2009 

       

                                

PRESENT:  Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large  

Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District  

Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District 

   Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District 

Janet R. Hall, Mason District 

Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 

   James R. Hart, Commissioner At-Large 

Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District 

   John L. Litzenberger, Sully District 

   Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District  

   Timothy J. Sargeant, Commissioner At-Large 

 

ABSENT:  Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 

 

// 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:15 p.m., by Vice Chairman Walter L. Alcorn in the Board 

Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 

Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

 

// 

 

COMMISSION MATTERS 

 

Commissioner Hart announced the schedule below for the Environment Committee. He added 

that all of the meetings would be held in the Board Conference Room of the Fairfax County 

Government Center and that the public was invited to attend. 

 

- Thursday, April 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. – Encroachments into Environmental  

Quality Corridors and Potential Tradeoffs 

- Thursday, April 30, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. – Riparian Buffer Extension 

- Thursday, May 28, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. – Height of Residential Structures 

 

// 

 

Vice Chairman Alcorn announced that the Tysons Corner Committee would meet on 

Wednesday, April 22, 2009, at 7:00 p.m., in the Board Conference Room of the Fairfax County 

Government Center, to continue work on proposed revisions to the Comprehensive Plan text for 

Tysons Corner. 

 

// 
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COMMISSION MATTERS              April 15, 2009 

 

 

Commissioner Donahue MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 

PUBLIC HEARING ON SEA 85-D-033-02, METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS 

AUTHORITY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION, TO A DATE CERTAIN OF MAY 28, 2009.  

 

Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Sargeant recusing himself; Commissioner Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Lusk announced his intent to defer the public hearing on RZ 2008-LE-014 and SE 

2008-LE-028, Opus East, LLC, originally scheduled for Thursday, April 16, 2009, to Thursday, 

April 30, 2009. 

 

// 

 

PCA 1998-LE-064/RZ 2008-LE-015 – SPRINGFIELD PARCEL C, LLC 

(Decision Only) (The public hearing on this application was held on March 11, 2009. A verbatim 

transcript of the decision made is included in the date file.)   

 

Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF PCA-1998-LE-064, SUBJECT TO THE 

EXECUTION OF PROFFERS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE DATED APRIL 8, 2009. 

 

Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 4-1-6 with 

Commissioners de la Fe, Litzenberger, Lusk, and Sargeant in favor; Commissioner Flanagan 

opposed; Commissioners Alcorn, Donahue, Hall, Harsel, Hart, and Lawrence abstaining; 

Commissioner Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF RZ 2008-LE-015, SUBJECT TO THE 

EXECUTION OF PROFFERS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE DATED APRIL 8, 2009. 

 

Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 5-1-5 with 

Commissioners de la Fe, Donahue, Litzenberger, Lusk, and Sargeant in favor; Commissioner 

Flanagan opposed; Commissioners Alcorn, Hall, Harsel, Hart, and Lawrence abstaining; 

Commissioner Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS A MODIFICATION OF THE TRANSITIONAL 

SCREENING ALONG THE PROPERTY BOUNDARY OF THIS SITE WHERE IT ABUTS 

MULTIFAMILY DWELLINGS IN FAVOR OF THAT WHICH IS SHOWN ON THE GDP. 

 

Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 5-1-5 with 

Commissioners de la Fe, Donahue, Litzenberger, Lusk, and Sargeant in favor; Commissioner  
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COMMISSION MATTERS              April 15, 2009 

 

 

Flanagan opposed; Commissioners Alcorn, Hall, Harsel, Hart, and Lawrence abstaining; 

Commissioner Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS A WAIVER OF THE BARRIER REQUIREMENT ALONG 

THE PROPERTY BOUNDARY OF THE SITE WHERE IT ABUTS MULTIFAMILY 

DWELLINGS IN FAVOR OF THAT SHOWN ON THE GENERALIZED DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN. 

 

Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 5-1-5 with 

Commissioners de la Fe, Donahue, Litzenberger, Lusk, and Sargeant in favor; Commissioner 

Flanagan opposed; Commissioners Alcorn, Hall, Harsel, Hart, and Lawrence abstaining; 

Commissioner Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

// 

 

FS-M09-9 – CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS, 4114 Woodland Road 

 

Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH 

STAFF’S DETERMINATION THAT FS-M09-9, CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS, IS 

SUBSTANTIALLY IN ACCORD WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ADOPTED 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A “FEATURE SHOWN,” 

PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA CODE SECTION 15.2-2232, AS AMENDED.  

 

Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

// 

 

FS-D08-124 – CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS, I-495 & Georgetown Pike 

 

Commissioner Donahue MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH 

THE “FEATURE SHOWN” DETERMINATION IN FS-D08-124, CRICKET 

COMMUNICATIONS, LOCATED AT I-495 AND GEORGETOWN PIKE. 

 

Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

// 

 

FS-D08-127 – CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS, I-495 & George Washington Memorial 

Parkway 

 

Commissioner Donahue MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH 

THE “FEATURE SHOWN” DETERMINATION IN FS-D08-127, CRICKET  
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COMMISSION MATTERS              April 15, 2009 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS, LOCATED AT I-495 AND GEORGE WASHINGTON MEMORIAL 

PARKWAY. 

 

Commissioner Litzenberger seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Murphy absent from the meeting.  

 

// 

 

FS-D09-10 – FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY, 10017 Colvin Run Road 

 

Commissioner Donahue MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH 

THE “FEATURE SHOWN” DETERMINATION IN FS-D09-10, COLVIN RUN MILL AT 

10017 COLVIN RUN ROAD. 

 

Commissioner Litzenberger seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Murphy absent from the meeting.  

 

// 

 

ORDER OF THE AGENDA 

 

Secretary Harsel set the following agenda: 

 

1. CSPA 80-P-039-04 – CP III VIENNA METRO LLC  

2. 2232-M09-3 – FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY 

3. S09-IV-LP1 – OUT-OF-TURN PLAN AMENDMENT  

(SOUTH COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL)  

 

This order was accepted without objection. 

 

// 

 

CSPA 80-P-039-04 – CP III VIENNA METRO LLC – Appl.  

to amend the previously approved Comprehensive Sign Plan  

associated with RZ 80-P-039 to permit a revised comprehensive  

sign plan for multi-family residential portion of Hunters Branch.  

Located in the N.W. quadrant of the intersection of Nutley St.  

and Hermosa Dr. on approx. 9.99 ac. of land zoned PDC and  

HC. Tax Map 48-4 ((1)) 58. PROVIDENCE DISTRICT.  

PUBLIC HEARING.  

 

Commissioner Lawrence indicated that he would defer the decision after the conclusion of the 

public hearing because revisions to the application had been received this evening. 

 



 

 5 

CSPA 80-P-039-04 – CP III VIENNA METRO LLC         April 15, 2009 

 

 

Kelli Goddard-Sobers, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, 

presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the file. She stated that staff recommended 

approval of the application. 

 

Elizabeth Baker, Land Use Planner, Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley, Emrich & Walsh, said changes 

made to the application included the elimination of all but one of the proposed temporary signs 

and a reduction in the size of the directional signs. She pointed out that the proposal had begun 

as a comprehensive sign plan for an office building but had since been reapproved for a 

residential building.  

 

Responding to questions from Commissioner Hart, Ms. Baker said the time period for the 

temporary sign display would be reduced from 18 months to 9 months. She explained that an 

environmental quality corridor existed between Nutley Street and the application site; therefore, 

the signage would need to be larger than usual to be visible to traffic. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence reiterated that he would defer the decision to allow Commissioners and 

citizens to review the changes and submit their comments.  

 

Vice Chairman Alcorn called for speakers but received no response. There were no further 

comments or questions from the Commission and staff had no closing remarks; therefore, Vice 

Chairman Alcorn closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Lawrence for action 

on this item. 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 

DECISION ONLY FOR CSPA 80-P-039-04 TO A DATE CERTAIN OF APRIL 30, 2009, 

WITH THE RECORD TO REMAIN OPEN FOR WRITTEN AND ELECTRONIC 

COMMENT.  

 

Commissioners Flanagan, Lusk, and Sargeant seconded the motion which carried unanimously 

with Commissioner Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

// 

 

2232-M09-3 – FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY –  

To develop a small resource-based park named John C. and  

Margaret K. White Gardens, located at 3301 Hawthorne La.  

Tax Map 60-2 ((1)) 20, 21, 22. Area I. MASON DISTRICT.  

PUBLIC HEARING.  

 

Anita Capps, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the staff report, 

a copy of which is in the file. She noted that staff recommended that the Planning Commission 

find the proposal substantially in accord with the provisions of the adopted Comprehensive Plan. 
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2232-M09-3 – FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY       April 15, 2009 

 

 

Sandra Stallman, Manager, Park Planning Branch, Fairfax County Park Authority, explained that 

the Park Authority had acquired the John C. and Margaret K. White Gardens in 1999 with the 

provision of a life estate for Mrs. White, who still resided on the property. She said the master 

plan process for the park began in 2005 at Mrs. White’s behest and was approved by the 

Planning Commission in 2006. Ms. Stallman explained that the property would be designated as 

a resource-based park that would preserve the current gardens and promote future stewardship. 

She said the primary issue staff had encountered during the master planning process dealt with 

the location of the park’s entrance, noting that the entrance at Princess Anne Lane would be 

inadequate for emergency and maintenance vehicles. 

 

Commissioner de la Fe noted that Mrs. White had placed restrictions in the deed against athletic 

fields on the property. 

 

In response to questions from Commissioner Litzenberger, Ms. Stallman confirmed that the 

Master Plan provided recommendations for historic preservation and archaeological review. 

 

Responding to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Ms. Stallman said no bike racks had 

been planned but could easily be adapted to the site. 

 

Answering questions from Commissioner Harsel, Ms. Stallman explained that although the 

Master Plan had been approved in 2006 by the Planning Commission, the Park Authority could 

not take possession of the site until the life estate was terminated. 

 

In reply to questions from Commissioner Flanagan, Ms. Stallman confirmed that representatives 

from the surrounding communities had participated in the development of the Master Plan. She 

said a trail loop would provide access to the park from several of the surrounding streets. She 

said that no additional lighting had been proposed since the park would operate from dawn until 

dusk. 

 

Vice Chairman Alcorn called the first listed speaker and recited the rules for public testimony.  

 

Lawrence Pierce, 6622 Goldsboro Road, Falls Church, spoke in opposition to the application. 

Citing inconsistencies between the staff report and the Master Plan, he expressed concern that 

the modifications to the property would negatively impact the neighboring residences. He 

requested clarification on picnic tables and amenities relating to the paths. Mr. Pierce added that 

the current entrance at Princess Anne Lane would be adequate for emergency vehicles, pointing 

out that an abandoned portion of Goldsboro Road near the proposed entrance would preclude any 

entrance into the park other than walk-ins. Additionally, he expressed concern with regard to 

security, noting an existing problem with strangers in the neighborhood, but said a neighborhood 

watch would be impractical. (A copy of Mr. Pierce’s remarks is in the date file.) 

 

Responding to questions from Commissioner Hall, Mr. Pierce said he had expressed concerns in 

earlier meetings with the Park Authority staff. He acknowledged his support of the park’s 

establishment provided his concerns were addressed.  
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2232-M09-3 – FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY       April 15, 2009 

 

 

John Turro, 6621 Goldsboro Road, Falls Church, spoke in opposition to the application, echoing 

Mr. Pierce’s remarks with regard to the security of the neighborhood. He explained that the 

property was surrounded by homes, making the park isolated and dark and therefore ideal for 

strangers and vagrants. He added, however, that the proposed low-impact lighting might be 

intrusive to the nearby residences. 

 

In response to questions from Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Turro said there was no neighborhood 

watch and explained that one would  not work for the park because of its size and location.  

 

Responding to questions from Commissioner Hall, Mr. Turro said the police currently responded 

to calls made by the citizens.  

 

Commissioner Hall noted that a full time caretaker would reside on the property to ensure the 

security of the property.  

 

James P. Dubbs, 6713 Princess Anne Lane, Falls Church, spoke in opposition to the application. 

He lived in the abutting property and expressed concern with regard to the widening of Princess 

Anne Lane, the location of the proposed parking lot and 30-foot turn-around, and modifications 

to an existing culvert on his property.  

 

Dennis Stephens, 6815 Kinkaid Avenue, Falls Church, spoke in favor of the application and said 

that after considerable review between staff and the neighbors, he thought the plan was fair and 

balanced. 

 

There being no more speakers, Vice Chairman Alcorn called for a rebuttal statement from Ms. 

Stallman. 

 

Ms. Stallman explained that no picnic tables would be placed in the park and that provisions had 

been placed in the Master Plan to limit the park’s visitation and mitigate the impact to the 

surrounding neighborhood. She said that all of the park’s entrances would need to comply with 

standards set by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). Ms. Stallman explained 

that Goldsboro Road would be the most reasonable entranceway for emergency and maintenance 

vehicles since it was already built to VDOT standards. She noted that the width of Princess Anne 

Lane currently approached 18 feet; therefore, the impact of widening it to meet the State standard 

would be minimal; however, she acknowledged that the modifications would affect the existing 

culvert near Mr. Dubbs’ property. She said the 30-foot turn-around could be constructed within 

the park property with minimal impact to the neighboring residents. 

 

In response to questions from Commissioner de la Fe, Ms. Stallman said a gate had not been 

planned for the park and explained that the Goldsboro Road entrance would be more appropriate 

for heavy maintenance equipment. 

 

Responding to questions from Commissioner Hall, Ms. Stallman indicated where the parking 

would be located. She explained the caretaker’s general duties and said that lighting would be 

installed on and near the house for safety purposes. 
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2232-M09-3 – FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY       April 15, 2009 

 

 

Answering questions from Commissioner Hart, Ms. Stallman said removable bollards would be 

installed to prevent vehicles from entering the park, noting that parking would be permitted on 

Goldsboro Road. 

 

Commissioner Lawrence, referring to page 12 of the staff report, Location, reiterated his earlier 

suggestion that bicycle facilities be installed at the park. 

 

In response to questions from Commissioner Flanagan, Ms. Stallman explained that a previously 

existing farm road between Princess Anne Lane and Kerns Road had been vacated and the land 

divided equally between the adjacent property owners. She said the Park Authority would not 

reopen the road because it would negatively impact the natural resources. 

 

There were no further comments or questions from the Commission, and staff had no closing 

remarks; therefore, Vice Chairman Alcorn closed the public hearing and recognized 

Commissioner Hall for action on this item. (A verbatim transcript is in the date file.) 

 

// 

 

COMMISSIONER HALL MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FIND THE 

PROPOSAL BY THE FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY, AS AMENDED, TO 

DEVELOP THE JOHN C. AND MARGARET K. WHITE GARDENS, LOCATED AT 3301 

HAWTHORNE LANE, FALLS CHURCH, SUBSTANTIALLY IN ACCORD WITH THE 

PROVISIONS OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 

 

Commissioners de la Fe and Lusk seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 

Commissioner Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

// 

 

S09-IV-LP1 – OUT-OF-TURN PLAN AMENDMENT (SOUTH  

COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL) – To consider a proposed  

amendment concerning approx. 80 ac. generally located northwest  

of the South County Secondary School (Tax Map 98-3 ((1)) 25 and  

Tax Map 107-3 ((1)) 19 (pt.)) in the Mount Vernon Supervisor  

District. The proposed Plan Amendment concerns an exchange of  

and between Fairfax County Public Schools and the Fairfax County  

Park Authority to facilitate the construction of the planned South  

County Middle School. The proposed Plan Amendment requests  

an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan Map and related 

text for Tax Map 98-3 ((1)) 25 from Public Facilities (Middle  

School) to Public Parks and requests an amendment for Tax Map  

107-3 ((1)) 19 (pt.) from Public Parks to Public Facilities (Middle  

School). Recommendations relating to the transportation network  

may also be modified.  MOUNT VERNON DISTRICT. PUBLIC 

HEARING. 
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S09-IV-LP1 – OUT-OF-TURN PLAN AMENDMENT        April 15, 2009 

(SOUTH COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL) 

 

 

Leanna O'Donnell, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the staff 

report, which recommended that the Board of Supervisors adopt the Amendment. She explained 

that this amendment would allow for a land exchange between the Fairfax County Park 

Authority and Fairfax County Public Schools to develop the South County Middle School on 

current park property adjacent to the South County Secondary School. 

 

Mark Hilty, Coordinator, Capital Projects Team, Fairfax County Public Schools, stated that the 

construction of the new middle school would alleviate the current overcrowding problems at the 

secondary school, which would subsequently revert to its original function as a high school. 

 

In response to questions from Commissioner Sargeant, Mr. Hilty explained the land exchange 

would be beneficial because the adjacencies of the secondary school and the middle school 

would provide easier maintenance and allow for shared usage between Fairfax County Public 

Schools and the Park Authority. He noted that the property’s proximity to Laurel Crest Drive 

would ensure less traffic on Silverbrook Road and described the school’s athletic fields.  

 

In reply to a question from Commissioner Litzenberger, Mr. Hilty said no artificial fields had 

been planned.  

 

Answering a question from Commissioner Flanagan, Mr. Hilty said that while other middle 

schools might have lighted athletic fields, the new South County Middle School would not. 

 

Responding to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Hilty said the grassy area between 

the two softball fields was approximately nine acres. 

 

Vice Chairman Alcorn called the first listed speaker. 

 

Tom Moore, President, South County Secondary PTSA, 8307 Knotty Pine Lane, Fairfax Station, 

spoke in support of the Amendment. He provided a brief history of the proposed site and cited 

several advantages of the land exchange. (A copy of Mr. Moore’s remarks is in the date file.) 

 

Christine Morin, Co-Chairman, South County Middle School Solutions Group, 8121 American 

Holly Road, Lorton, spoke in favor of the Amendment, pointing out that the increasing number 

of students in the South County area necessitated the new school and concurrent land exchange 

with the Park Authority. She noted that the South County Federation supported the proposed 

Amendment. She then requested that the planning process for the park be transparent and that 

community involvement and feedback be allowed. 

 

Vice Chairman Alcorn recognized Commissioner Sargeant’s commitment to this project in 

making sure that it received priority in the Capital Improvement Program.   

 

Neal McBride, Newington Forest Citizens Association, 8201 Southrun Road, Springfield, spoke 

in favor of the Amendment. An active member of the Laurel Hill Planning Task Force, Mr. 

McBride pointed out that the current proposal was very similar to one prepared by the Task 
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(SOUTH COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL) 

 

 

Force in 1997. He also remarked that he was glad to see that the school would be built after 

several failed attempts. (A copy of Mr. McBride’s remarks is in the date file.) 

 

Commissioner Sargeant recognized Mr. McBride for his commitment to the middle school since 

the creation of the Laurel Hill Planning Task Force. 

 

Commissioner Flanagan noted that he had received emails from Newington Forest Community 

Association members Joseph Martocci, Vice President, and John Crooks, President, which would 

be submitted for the record. 

 

In response to a question from Commissioner Litzenberger, Mr. McBride said the new school 

would replace approximately 26 trailers and modular units.  

 

Robert Robertory, Crosspointe Homeowners Association, 8605 Cross Chase Court, Fairfax 

Station, spoke in favor of the proposal, but pointed out that he lived in a community that would 

be directly impacted by the land exchange, and that light and noise pollution, along with the 

dangers of crossing Silverbrook Road would be cause for concern. He further expressed concern 

with regard to the language in the fourth bullet under Land Unit 3, Sub-Unit 3A, on page 9 of 12, 

and requested that public input for lighted fields be mandatory and the language be changed to 

say “shall” instead of “should.” He stated that the Crosspointe Homeowners Association 

requested such input on lighted athletic fields and that Commissioner Flanagan had agreed to the 

language change. Mr. Robertory further noted that the South County Federation had voted to 

support the Amendment contingent upon the language change. He further suggested that the 

Fairfax County Park Authority meet with the Crosspointe Homeowners Association, Crosspointe 

Glen, and Sullenberger Court to discuss possible ideas for the Master Plan for the park. (A copy 

of Mr. Robertory’s remarks is in the date file.) 

 

Commissioner Lawrence explained that the Comprehensive Plan was a guide for land 

development and therefore did not have mandatory authority; hence, it should not contain 

mandatory language. He did acknowledge that noncompliance with the Comprehensive Plan 

would be imprudent. 

 

Commissioner Hall pointed out that public input was part of the process in land development and 

assured Mr. Robertory that there would be no need for specific mandatory language.  

 

Commissioner de la Fe noted his agreement with Commissioner Lawrence, expressing concern 

with regard to the mandatory nature of the word “shall.” 

 

Commissioner Sargeant explained that while the language might be unusual, it was necessary 

given previous approval of the lighted fields by the Planning Commission despite the 

community’s objections. 
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(SOUTH COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL) 

 

 

Commissioner Flanagan said that since the Park Authority’s master plan process required public 

input and a public hearing, the existing language was sufficient and therefore he would not 

change it. 

 

Commissioner Hart aligned himself with Commissioners Lawrence and de la Fe in expressing 

concern with regard to the use of “shall” instead of “should.” He also mentioned the excessive 

lighting on the field at Braddock Park.  

 

Commissioner Sargeant noted that the South County Secondary School had excessive lighting, 

against the community’s wishes, and reiterated the community’s concern that their input would 

be ignored. 

 

Calvin Smith, 8490 Sullenberger Court, Lorton, spoke in support, but was concerned about 

parking and lighting. He pointed out that the language regarding parking was confusing and that 

people would park within the Sullenberger Court cul-de-sac to access the athletic fields. He 

added that park users would be loud when leaving late at night and would discard trash in the 

neighborhood yards on the way back to their vehicles. He further questioned the decision to cross 

Silverbrook Road to access the park as it was heavily used and a potential safety hazard. He 

requested that the Planning Commission provide barriers along Silverbrook Road to force access 

into the park from Laurel Crest Drive, thereby mitigating the safety hazard. He further noted that 

several homes on Sullenberger Court had dealt with the light from one of the existing fields and 

said additional lighting would exacerbate the problem. (A copy of Mr. Calvin’s remarks is in the 

date file.) 

 

Commissioner Sargeant and Mr. Smith discussed the heavy traffic on Silverbrook Road in 

relation to accessing the athletic fields. 

 

In response to questions from Commissioner Flanagan, Mr. Calvin said he had addressed his 

requests to the South County Federation, which had passed a resolution against lighted fields 

prior to the approval of the existing park site.  

 

Commissioner Lawrence reiterated his concern with the language concerning lighting and 

suggested the following statement: “Public input on any proposal to light athletic fields which 

may be part of the Park Authority’s Master Planning process should be summarized and 

presented before the Planning Commission at the time of the 2232 hearing on the Park 

Authority’s proposed plan.” 

 

Ms. O'Donnell explained that the mandatory language had been added in order to alleviate 

concerns about community input; however, she explained that public input would be considered 

as a matter of course during both the master planning process and the public hearing. She further 

noted that both the Park Authority and Fairfax County Public Schools had added pedestrian 

access language for a possible future sidewalk on Silverbrook Road for students to walk to the 

middle school.  
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(SOUTH COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL) 

 

 

Commissioners discussed the park hours and the public facilities review required for the park’s 

master plan process. 

 

There being no more speakers, Vice Chairman Alcorn called for a closing staff remarks. 

 

Ms. O'Donnell noted that the Out-Of-Turn Plan Amendment was not intended to approve lights 

for the park site, but to allow for a land exchange between the Fairfax County Park Authority and 

Fairfax County Public Schools, adding that staff had collaborated with the community on the 

language. She further noted that the park had not been master planned and that a public hearing 

would need to be held. 

 

There were no further comments or questions from the Commission and staff had no closing 

remarks; therefore, Chairman Vice Chairman Alcorn closed the public hearing and recognized 

Commissioner Flanagan for action on this case. (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 

 

// 

 

Commissioner Flanagan MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 

TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THE ADOPTION OF A PLANNING COMMISSION 

ALTERNATIVE TO THE STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR PLAN AMENDMENT S09-

IV-LP1, AS SHOWN IN TONIGHT’S HANDOUT, WITH THE FOLLOWING REVISION: 

 

- IN THE FIRST OF TWO BULLETS UNDER THE FIRST  

FULL PARAGRAPH ON PAGE THREE, CHANGE THE  

WORD “SHALL” TO “SHOULD” SO THAT IT READS:  

“THE COMMUNITY SHOULD HAVE INPUT INTO ANY  

PROPOSAL TO LIGHT ATHLETIC FIELDS AS PART OF  

THE PARK AUTHORITY’S MASTER PLANNING  

PROCESS; AND” 

 

Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 

Murphy absent from the meeting. 

 

// 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:33 p.m. 

Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 

Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
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CLOSING                  April 15, 2009 

 

 

Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 

12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, VA 22035. 

 

Minutes by:  Jeanette Nord 

 

Approved:  July 29, 2010 

 

           

Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk to the 

             Fairfax County Planning Commission 

 


