MINUTES OF
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 1997

PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large
John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District
Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District
Janet R. Hall, Mason District
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large
John B. Kelso, Lee District
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large

ABSENT: None

I

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax, Virginia 22035.

1

COMMISSION MATTERS

Commissioner Palatiello noted that further work was needed on two Hunter Mill District
applications scheduled for decision only this evening. He therefore MOVED THAT DECISION
ONLY BE FURTHER DEFERRED ON PCA-94-H-065 AND FDP-94-H-065, VAN METRE
AT WOODLAND PARK, L.P. TO A DATE CERTAIN OF MAY 15, 1997.

Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 11 -0-1 with Commissioner
Kelso abstaining.

I

Commissioner Hunter announced that there would be a meeting of the Transportation Committee
on Wednesday, May 28, 1997 at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Conference Room. He noted that the
public was welcome.
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COMMISSION MATTERS May 7, 1997
Citing unresolved issues, Commissioner Coan MOVED THAT RZ-96-P-002 AND
SEA-85-P-067, MOBIL OIL CORPORATION, BE DEFERRED INDEFINITELY.
Commissioners Alcorn and Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

1

Commissioner Coan announced his intention to defer the decision only on RZ-96-P-009 and
FDP-96-P-009, Hunting Ridge Associates L.L.P., from next Thursday, May 15, 1997 to
Thursday, May 29, 1997.

1

#9373-SD-01 AND 39373-P1-01 - OLLEY LANE SUBDIVISION (Administrative Review)

Commissioner Harsel, CONCERNING SUBDIVISION PLANS #9373-SD-01 AND #9373-P1-
01, OLLEY LANE SUBDIVISION, MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION
RECOMMEND THAT THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT PROCESS THESE PLANS ACCORDING TO NORMAL PROCEDURES.

Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
1

AREA PLANS REVIEW RESOLUTION

Commissioner Palatiello noted that issues had been raised regarding the notification
requirements set forth in the Citizen's Guide to the Area Plans Review. He added that an
Executive Session with the County Attorney had been held on April 30, 1997, and that a
resolution with clarification of the notification requirements had been distributed to the Planning
Commission for review.

Marianne Gardner, Planning Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, gave a brief overview
of the issues and the proposed resolution.

Commissioner Palatiello MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION ADOPT THE
RESOLUTION ON NOTIFICATION FOR AREA PLANS REVIEW, AS SET FORTH IN THE
STAFF MEMORANDUM DATED MAY 6, 1997, (AND) RECOMMEND THAT THE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS (ALSO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION).

Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
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ORDER OF THE AGENDA May 7, 1997

ORDER OF THE AGENDA

Secretary Harsel established the following order of the agenda:

1. 456-M97-1 - AMERICAN PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS
2. SEA-90-S-035 - A. J. DWOSKIN, TRUSTEE

This order was accepted without objection.
1

456-M97-1 - AMERICAN PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS -
Appl. under Sect. 15.1-456 of the Code of Virginia to construct a
telecommunications base station facility on a portion of Mason
District Park, Annandale, adjacent to an existing maintenance area,
approx. 750 ft. S. of Columbia Pike. The proposed facility will
include a 150-foot monopole with 18 panel antennas & 7 cabinets of
radio equipment on the ground on a concrete pad adjacent to the
monopole. Tax Map 60-4 ((1)) 28. MASON DISTRICT. AREA 1.
PUBLIC HEARING.

Michael Hines, Planning Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented the staff report,
a copy of which is in the date file. He noted that staff recommended approval.

C. Thomas Hicks, 11, Esquire, with Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge, representing the
applicant, pointed out that the decision to select this site was made after another site was denied
because of community opposition. He said the applicant worked closely with the County and the
Park Authority to try to find an alternative in the same area, and as a result discovered this site
with the support of the Park Authority and the surrounding community. Mr. Hicks pointed out
that there would be no disturbance of the ground and that there was easy, adequate access to the
site for maintenance. He noted that the size of the park itself would provide a buffer for
neighboring residences.

Chairman Murphy called the one listed speaker and recited the rules for public testimony.
John Siemer, 4501 Airlie Way, Annandale, Virginia, who represented the Pine Crest Heights
Civic Association, opposed this application and indicated his position that it might set a

precedent for future uses, for which park areas were not intended.

Mr. Siemer responded to questions from Commissioner Hall regarding the location of his
subdivision, existing monopoles in the area, the previous application, and alternative sites.

Chairman Murphy stated that the issues raised by Mr. Siemer were much the same as those
addressed by the Countywide Telecommunications Task Force which he had chaired. He noted
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that changing legislation would result in less control by local authorities.
456-M97-1 - AMERICAN PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS May 7, 1997

In response to a question by Commissioner Palatiello about a previous application at the same
location, Mr. Hines responded that a satisfactory lease agreement could not be agreed upon in
that case and it had been withdrawn.

Charlie Soper, 6611 Columbia Pike, Annandale, representing Sleepy Hollow Civic Association,
stated his opposition to the application because of the height and visibility of the poles. He
quoted a verbatim excerpt by Commissioner Hall outlining her opposition to an application on
the nearby St. Albans site which the Commission had denied. Commissioner Hall commented
that it was misleading to compare the two applications because there were two completely
different sets of circumstances involved.

Lynn Shug, a resident of Terrace Townhomes, was opposed to the application because she
objected to commercial activity in the park and also because of the visibility of the pole.

There being no further speakers, Chairman Murphy called upon Mr. Hines for a rebuttal
statement.

Mr. Hines stated that there was no other feasible alternative site and this site had been approved
by the Park Authority Board and the Mason District Land Use Committee.

Mr. Hines responded to questions from Commissioner Hall regarding alternative sites
investigated, provisions for removal of the tower in the event it becomes obsolete due to
technological advances, and the notification procedure followed.

Continuing the discussion of the notification issue, Regina Murray, also representing American
Personal Communications, explained how citizen information meetings had been arranged and
held.

Thomas B. "Bo" White, the Mason District representative on the Park Authority Board,
responded to questions from Commissioners Hall and Palatiello regarding the exact location of
the proposed facility, alternatives considered, and the Park Authority's policy regarding
telecommunications facilities.

There being no further comments or questions, Chairman Murphy called upon Mr. Hines for
closing staff comments.

Mr. Hines stated that the numbers on the topographic map on the screen represented the various
locations from which members of a telecommunications task force viewed the applicant's hook
and ladder demonstration conducted last summer.

Chairman Murphy, Commissioner Hall, Mr. White and Mr. Hines discussed the merits of a
balloon raising versus a hook and ladder display.



456-M97-1 - AMERICAN PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS May 7, 1997

At this point, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Hall
for action on this case. (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.)

I

Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15.1-456 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA, FIND THAT THE PROPOSAL BY
AMERICAN PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS/AMERICAN PCS L.P., FOR A TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS BASE STATION FACILITY TO BE LOCATED APPROXIMATELY
750 FEET SOUTH ON COLUMBIA PIKE ON A PORTION OF THE MASON DISTRICT
PARK, ANNANDALE, BE FOUND IN SUBSTANTIAL ACCORD WITH THE PROVISIONS
OF THE ADOPTED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.

Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
I

SEA-90-S-035 - A. J. DWOSKIN, TRUSTEE - Appl. under Sect. 4-
704 of the Zoning Ordinance to amend SE-90-S-035 for a vehicle light
service establishment to permit an increase in land area & expansion
of use, an increase in parking spaces, change in hours of operation, &
increase in employees on property located at 6059 & 6075 Centreville
Crest Lane on approx. 1.91 ac. zoned C-7, HC, SC, & WS. Tax Map
54-4((1)) pt. 117. SULLY DISTRICT. PUBLIC HEARING.

Robert Lawrence, Esquire, of Hazel and Thomas, reaffirmed the affidavit dated May 5, 1997.
No disclosures were made by Commission members.

Denise James, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented the
staff report, a copy of which is in the date file. She noted that staff recommended approval.

In response to a question from Chairman Murphy, Ms. James stated that the Centreville Road
Fund was still in existence, but that a donation to the Fund had not been required in the previous
special exception application.

Mr. Lawrence noted that both staff and the Planning and Zoning Committee of the West Fairfax
Citizens Association supported the application. He explained that there would be no new
construction, and that the addition would be contained entirely within the existing building.

In reply to a question from Chairman Murphy, Mr. Lawrence explained that the original
rezoning which created the shopping center predated the Centreville Road Fund.

Mr. Lawrence responded to questions from Commissioners Koch and Alcorn regarding noise
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generation and hours of operation on the site.
SEA-90-S-035 -A. J. DWOSKIN, TRUSTEE May 7, 1997

Chairman Murphy called for speakers from the audience. Receiving no response, he noted that
no rebuttal was necessary and Ms. James had no closing staff comments. Chairman Murphy
then closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Koch for action on this case. (A
verbatim excerpt is in the date file.)

1

Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER DECISION,
LEAVING THE RECORD OPEN FOR WRITTEN COMMENT, ON SEA-90-S-035 UNTIL A
DATE CERTAIN OF MAY 28, 1997.
Commissioner Byers seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
1
The meeting was adjourned at 10:09 p.m.
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary
Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office,
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.
Meeting taken by: Gloria L. Watkins
Minutes by: Linda B. Rodeffer

Approved on: November 11, 1998

Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the
Fairfax County Planning Commission




