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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1998 
 
 

PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large  
Carl A. S. Coan, Jr., Providence District  
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District  
John W. Hunter, Commissioner At-Large  
John B. Kelso, Lee District  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District  
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District  
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT: John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District  

Janet R. Hall, Mason District 
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 

 
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m. by Secretary Suzanne F. Harsel, in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS
 
Commissioner Palatiello, citing the need for additional review, MOVED THAT THE PUBLIC 
HEARINGS ON THE FOLLOWING NOMINATIONS BE DEFERRED INDEFINITELY: 
 

97-III-6UP   98-III-7UP 
97-III-14UP-44UP  98-III-9UP 
97-III-51UP   98-III-10UP 
97-III-52UP   98-III-11UP 
97-III-54UP   98-II-2V 
98-III-4UP   98-II-7V  
98-III-5UP 

 
Commissioner Hunter seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner Coan 
not present for the vote; Commissioners Byers, Hall, and Murphy absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
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Commissioner Downer announced her intent to defer the public hearing on SEA-78-D-098-2, 
McLean Bible Church, from October 7 to November 12, 1998. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order for the agenda items:  
 

1. HUNTER MILL DISTRICT NOMINATIONS 
 
This order was accepted without objection. 
 
// 
 

AREA PLANS REVIEW - The Planning Commission will consider 
proposed nominations submitted as part of the 1997/1998 Area Plans 
Review Process for the Hunter Mill Magisterial District as 
summarized in the newsprint document "Fairfax County 
Comprehensive Plan, 1998 Area Plans Review Public Hearings."  
PUBLIC HEARINGS. 

 
Secretary Harsel explained the procedures to be followed and the rules for public testimony. 
 
// 
 
AREA PLANS REVIEW - HUNTER MILL DISTRICT
 

98-III-8UP - Located at 12010 Sunrise Valley Dr. on 36.50 ac.  
Adopted Plan: Office use up to .50 FAR.  Plan Nomination: Office use 
up to .70 FAR. 
 
S98-III-UP2 - Located at 2001 Edmund Halley Dr. on 16.23 ac.  
Adopted Plan: Office use up to .50 FAR.  Plan Nomination: Office use 
up to .70 FAR.  JOINT PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Heidi Merkel, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the staff report, 
a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of a staff 
alternative as outlined in the staff report. 
 
Ms. Merkel responded to questions from Commissioner Alcorn concerning staff's alternative 
recommendation for these nominations. 
 
 
AREA PLANS REVIEW - HUNTER MILL DISTRICT     September 12, 1998 



3 
 

 
 
Satvinder Sandhu, Department of Transportation, outlined road improvements the Department of 
Transportation would recommend if the subject nominations were approved. 
 
Commissioner Palatiello commented that the proposed staff language was similar to that which 
was approved for the development of the Sheraton site located at another quadrant of the same 
intersection.  He also said that staff's recommendation for shuttle service to a transit facility was 
intended to be an interim step until the rail station planned for the Dulles corridor was built.  He 
noted that there was a difference of opinion between staff and the nominators concerning the 
issue of direct access to Reston Parkway, which he hoped could be resolved prior to markup. 
 
Edward Byrne, representing the Hunter Mill District Task Force, recommended approval of the 
nomination with modification as outlined in the Task Force Report. 
 
Mr. Byrne responded to questions from Commissioner Harsel concerning the Task Force's 
position. 
 
Secretary Harsel called the listed speaker. 
 
Fred Taylor, 2000 No. 14th Street, Arlington, representing the owner of the property subject to 
APR Item 98-III-8UP, said that he agreed generally with the staff report, however, requested that 
the issue of direct access to Reston Parkway be left undecided at this point. 
 
Mr. Taylor responded to questions from Commissioner Harsel about his position. 
 
John Bellaschi, Esquire, McGuire, Woods, Battle, and Boothe, 8280 Greensboro Drive, Ste. 900, 
McLean, representing Carr America, owner of the property subject to Out-of-Turn Plan 
Amendment S98-III-UP2, said he agreed with Mr. Taylor that eliminating direct access to 
Reston Parkway was premature at this point.  He explained that a transportation consultant had 
been hired to determine how to best plan this sector and said that he believed the appropriate 
time for this issue to be resolved would be during the special exception process. 
 
Commissioners Alcorn, Palatiello, and Harsel discussed the future development of rail service in 
the Dulles Corridor. 
 
There being no further speakers, closing staff remarks, or comments or questions from the 
Commission, Secretary Harsel closed the public hearing. 
 
// 
 

98-II-1V - Located at Town of Vienna on approx. 4 sq. mi.  Adopted 
Plan: Character section of Vienna Community Planning Sector (V6).   
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Plan Nomination: Add text to better describe status of Town of Vienna 
within Fairfax Co.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Heidi Merkel, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the staff report, 
a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of a staff 
alternative as outlined in the staff report. 
 
Ms. Merkel responded to questions from Commissioner Palatiello about the necessity for the 
Comprehensive Plan to contain a description of public services provided by a town.  
Commissioner Coan stated that he too would like to know the rationale for doing so. 
 
Edward Byrne, representing the Hunter Mill District Task Force, recommended adoption of the 
Town of Vienna language with modification. 
 
Secretary Harsel called the listed speaker. 
 
The Honorable Charles A. Robinson, Jr., 127 Center Street, South, Vienna, Mayor of the Town 
of Vienna, stated that the purpose of the subject nomination was to substitute language currently 
in the Comprehensive Plan with revised language which better described the status of the Town 
of Vienna within Fairfax County.  He noted that the proposed language had been unanimously 
approved by the Town Council and the South Vienna Association and explained why he thought 
listing the number of police officers in the Plan was appropriate.  Addressing the question raised 
by Commissioner Palatiello about why a description of the Town should be included in the 
Comprehensive Plan, Mayor Robinson said that it had been considered appropriate in the past by 
the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Edythe Frankel, 706 Park Street, S. E., President, South Vienna Association, said that the intent 
of this nomination was to clarify the definition in the Plan of a town within a county.  She said 
the Association would be happy to work with Commissioner Palatiello, the Vienna Town 
Council, and the Mayor to develop language which would be acceptable to all parties. 
 
Emilie Larson, 910 Timberland, S. W., Vienna, nominator, said she agreed with the remarks 
made by Mayor Robinson and Ms. Frankel. 
 
There being no further speakers, closing staff remarks, or comments or questions from the 
Commission, Secretary Harsel closed the public hearing. 
 
// 
 

98-III-2ED - Located at Old Reston Ave.  Plan Nomination: Editorial 
change to correct reference to a Virginia Byway.  PUBLIC 
HEARING. 
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Heidi Merkel, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the staff report, 
a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of the nomination 
as submitted. 
 
Mr. Edward Byrne, representing the Hunter Mill District Task Force, recommended approval of 
the staff language. 
 
Ms. Merkel responded to questions from Commissioner Palatiello about the definition of a 
Virginia Byway. 
 
Secretary Harsel called for speakers from the audience, but received no response.  Ms. Merkel 
had no closing staff remarks, and there were no comments or questions from the Commission; 
therefore, Secretary Harsel closed the public hearing. 
 
// 
 

98-III-3ED - Located at the Upper Potomac Planning District.  
Adopted Plan: Reston Community Planning Sector (UP5) & Hickory 
Community Planning Sector (UP3).  Plan Nomination: Editorial 
change to add reference to Reston Sector re: additional Plan guidance 
in Hickory Sector.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Heidi Merkel, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the staff report, 
a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of the nomination 
as submitted. 
 
Edward Byrne, representing the Hunter Mill District Task Force, recommended approval of the 
staff language. 
 
Secretary Harsel called for speakers from the audience, but received no response.  Ms. Merkel 
had no closing staff remarks, and there were no comments or questions from the Commission; 
therefore, Secretary Harsel closed the public hearing. 
 
// 
 

98-III-1PF - Located at 11925 Bowman Towne Dr. (Reston Regional 
Library) on 5.30 ac.  Adopted Plan: Public Facilities - Regional 
Library. Plan Nomination: Reston Regional Library - indicate need for 
renovation & expansion of existing library.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Heidi Merkel, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the staff report, 
a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of a staff 
alternative as outlined in the staff report. 
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Edward Byrne, representing the Hunter Mill District Task Force, concurred with the staff 
recommendation. 
 
Judith Anderson, Deputy Director, Fairfax County Library, representing the Library Board, 
stated that the Library Board supported the staff recommendation. 
 
George R. Urias, 11 181 Longwood Drive, Reston, President of Friends of Reston Library, spoke 
in favor of the restoration and expansion of the Library, citing overcrowded conditions. 
 
There being no further speakers, closing staff remarks, or comments or questions from the 
Commission, Secretary Harsel closed the public hearing, noting that markup would be held on 
these items on Wednesday, September 30, 1998. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:18 a.m.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
 

Meeting taken by:  Helen C. Darby  
 
Minutes by:  Linda B. Gibson 
 
Approved on:  February 24, 2000 
 
 

 
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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