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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2007 
                              

              
PRESENT: Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large  
 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District 
  Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District 
 Janet R. Hall, Mason District 
 Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
 James R. Hart, Commissioner At-Large 
 Nancy Hopkins, Dranesville District 

Ronald W. Koch, Sully District 
Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District 

 Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 

  
ABSENT: Timothy J. Sargeant, Commissioner At-Large 
   
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:21 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS 
 
Commissioner Alcorn MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION IMMEDIATELY GO 
INTO CLOSED SESSION, PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA CODE SECTION 2.2-3711 (A)(7), 
FOR DISCUSSION AND CONSULTATION WITH LEGAL COUNSEL REGARDING THE 
APPLICATION OF THE VIRGINIA FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT TO 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
The Planning Commission went into closed session at 8:22 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors' 
Conference Room and reconvened in the Board Auditorium at 8:55 p.m. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Alcorn MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CERTIFY THAT TO 
THE BEST OF ITS KNOWLEDGE ONLY PUBLIC BUSINESS MATTERS LAWFULLY 
EXEMPTED FROM THE OPEN MEETING REQUIREMENTS AND ONLY SUCH  
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MATTERS AS WERE IDENTIFIED IN THE MOTION BY WHICH CLOSED SESSION 
WAS CONVENED WERE HEARD, DISCUSSED, OR CONSIDERED BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION DURING THAT CLOSED SESSION. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVE THE 
FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 

MARCH 2, 2006  MARCH 9, 2006  MARCH 15, 2006  MARCH 16, 2006   
MARCH 23, 2006  MARCH 29, 2006 

 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 10-0-1 with 
Commissioner Flanagan abstaining; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
As a result of the Commission seminar held on Saturday, October 27, 2007, to discuss the 
implementation of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s new traffic impact analysis 
regulations, Chairman Murphy proposed the establishment of a new Commission committee to 
review the County’s land use process timeline and address possible implications with staff and 
representatives from the development and business communities.  Therefore, Chairman Murphy 
MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CHARTER THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION LAND USE PROCESS REVIEW COMMITTEE. 
 
Commissioner Alcorn seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
Chairman Murphy indicated that the Committee would be composed of five Commissioners, but 
encouraged participation by all members.  He proposed that the committee meetings begin at 
7:00 p.m. to allow sufficient time for discussions.  Chairman Murphy also requested that any 
member interested in serving on the new committee contact Barbara Lippa, Executive Director, 
Planning Commission Office, by tomorrow evening so that appointments could be made. 
 
// 
 
2232A-D05-14-1 - NEXTEL COMMUNICATIONS OF THE MID-ATLANTIC, INC. 
(Decision Only) (The public hearing on this application was held on September 20, 2007.  A 
complete verbatim transcript of the decision made is included in the date file.) 
 
Commissioner Hopkins MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FIND 2232A-D05-
14-1 CONSISTENT WITH THE PRIOR APPROVAL GRANTED BY THE PLANNING  
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COMMISSION AND SUBSTANTIALLY IN ACCORD WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
ADOPTED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
 
Commissioners de la Fe, Hart, and Koch seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 10-0-1 
with Commissioner Alcorn abstaining; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
DPA C-546-23 - STEUART-BURKE CENTRE SHOPPING CENTER, LLC  
PRC C-546 - STEUART-BURKE CENTRE SHOPPING CENTER, LLC  
PCA 1998-BR-073 - STEUART-BURKE CENTRE SHOPPING CENTER, LLC  
PCA 75-8-036-2 - STEUART-BURKE CENTRE SHOPPING CENTER, LLC (Decisions Only) 
(The public hearing on these applications was held on October 25, 2007.  A complete verbatim 
transcript of the decisions made is included in the date file.) 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF DPA C-546-23, SUBJECT TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS DATED NOVEMBER 7, 2007. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 10-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF PRC C-546. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 10-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF PCA 1998-BR-073, SUBJECT TO THE 
EXECUTION OF PROFFERS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE FOUND IN APPENDIX 1 OF 
THE STAFF REPORT. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 10-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF PCA 75-8-036-2, SUBJECT TO THE 
EXECUTION OF PROFFERS CONSISTENT WITH THOSE FOUND IN APPENDIX 1 OF 
THE STAFF REPORT. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 10-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
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Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF A MODIFICATION OF THE 
TRANSITIONAL SCREENING AND A WAIVER OF THE BARRIER ALONG THE 
NORTHERN PROPERTY BOUNDARY. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 10-0-1 with 
Commissioner Hall abstaining; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA 
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order of the agenda: 
 

1. SE 2006-MA-021 - THAKORIAL MISTRY ET UX & BABUBHAI S. MISTRY ET UX 
2. PRC B-846 - JBG/RIC RETAIL, LLC AND JBG/RIC, LLC 
3. SEA 92-L-005-02 - EXXON MOBIL CORPORATION 
4. SE 2007-SU-007 - COMMERCE BANK, N.A. 

 
This order was accepted without objection. 
 
// 
 

SE 2006-MA-021 - THAKORIAL MISTRY ET UX & BABUBHAI 
S. MISTRY ET UX -Appl. under Sects. 2-904 and 9-610 of the 
Zoning Ordinance to permit uses in a floodplain and a waiver of the 
minimum district size.  Located at 3211 Hallran Rd. on approx. 10,009 
sq. ft. of land zoned R-3.  Tax Map 61-2 ((4)) 14.  MASON 
DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING.  

 
Patrick Kessler, Vice President of GJB Engineering, Inc., reaffirmed the affidavit dated 
December 5, 2006.  There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Jonathan Papp, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ), 
presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  He noted that staff recommended 
approval of the application. 
 
Mr. Kessler stated that the applicant sought to finish renovation of his single-family house so his 
family could occupy it.  He noted that the applicant had obtained a building permit to add a 
second story, convert the carport into a two-car garage, and update the front façade.  He 
explained that the applicant had removed the first floor deck, raised the proposed first floor by 
approximately two to three feet, and rebuilt the first floor exterior walls to support a second story 
addition. Mr. Kessler said the applicant had to file a special exception application because the 
estimated construction cost of the project had exceeded the 50 percent improvement value limit.  
He indicated that the applicant had worked with the Department of Public Works and  
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Environment Services (DPWES) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency on the 
application.  He stated that since the construction had exceeded 2,500 square feet of land 
disturbance within a Resource Protection Area (RPA), the applicant had submitted concurrently 
a Water Quality Impact Assessment and a mitigation plan, which had been approved by DPWES.  
Mr. Kessler noted that the applicant would plant vegetation around the house to help mitigate the 
impacts to the RPA.  He said the applicant agreed with the proposed development conditions 
dated October 22, 2007.  He indicated that he had prepared a statement of understanding for the 
applicant to help him understand the impact of the conditions.   
 
Chairman Murphy called the first listed speaker and recited the rules for public testimony. 
 
Chuck Paoletti, 6015 Lebanon Drive, Falls Church, representing the Long Branch Homeowners 
Association, spoke in favor of the application because the house would be occupied by a single 
family and the applicant was required to comply with the development conditions.  He noted that 
he and his neighbors had expressed concerns to the County about boarding houses, cut-through 
traffic, and multiple vehicles parked in front of certain houses in his neighborhood.  Mr. Paoletti 
said that he and other homeowners in the adjacent communities planned to reinstitute their 
Neighborhood Watch program.   
 
Commissioner Hall requested that Mr. Papp provide Mr. Paoletti with the phone number of the 
Zoning Enforcement Division to call when he suspected a zoning violation.  Mr. Papp agreed 
with this request. 
 
Commissioner Hall pointed out to Mr. Paoletti that Zoning Enforcement Division staff followed 
through on citizens’ complaints.  She added that he could also call Mason District Supervisor 
Penny Gross’s Office to get his concerns addressed. 
 
There being no more speakers, Chairman Murphy called a rebuttal statement from Mr. Kessler, 
who declined. 
 
Commissioner Hall commented that the development conditions explicitly defined what the 
applicant was permitted to do and prohibited any deviations from the plan.  She said Condition 4 
indicated that a Hold Harmless agreement would be executed with the County for all adverse 
effects that might arise as a result of the site being located within a floodplain area.  
 
There were no further comments or questions from the Commission and staff had no closing 
remarks; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner 
Hall for action on this case.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Hall MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF SE 2006-MA-021, SUBJECT TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS DATED OCTOBER 22, 2007. 
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Commissioners Alcorn and Lusk seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Hopkins not present for the vote; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the 
meeting. 
 
// 
 

PRC B-846 - JBG/RIC RETAIL, LLC AND JBG/RIC, LLC - Appl. to 
approve the PRC Plan associated with DP B-846 to permit high 
density residential, minor commercial, and office service center 
development.  Located at 11800 Sunrise Valley Dr. on approx. 9.96 ac. 
of land zoned PRC.  Comp. Plan Rec:  30 du/ac and Office Uses at a 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of 0.35.  Tax Map 17-3 ((3)) 1C and 1D.  
HUNTER MILL DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING.   

 
Ben Tompkins, Esquire, with Reed Smith LLP, noted that there was no affidavit for a Planned 
Residential Community (PRC) Plan amendment. 
 
Jack Thompson, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the 
staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  He noted that staff recommended approval of the 
application. 
 
Mr. Tompkins stated that the applications would implement the approval of an application to 
rezone the subject property to the PRC District and designate the property for office service 
center, minor commercial, and high-density residential uses.  He explained that the applicant 
sought to retain the existing Reston International Center office building and construct a mixed-
use development that included four high-rise residential buildings with ground-floor retail uses, a 
210,000-square foot office building with minor commercial uses, and structured and below-grade 
parking.  He said the proposed retail would provide a much-needed amenity to the South Reston 
area.  He noted that the pedestrian-oriented development would provide significant streetscapes, 
pedestrian plazas, and 30.1 percent open space.  Mr. Tompkins stated that the Reston Planning 
and Zoning Committee had voted in favor of the application.  He indicated that the applicant had 
met with the Hunters Green Cluster, Southgate Cluster, and Newbridge Cluster communities and 
had also presented the project to the Reston Design Review Board.  He explained that the 
applicant had agreed to provide 12 percent of the residential development as workforce housing; 
proffer a cash contribution of $215,000 toward the future widening of Reston Parkway; and 
commit to other transportation improvements, as determined by the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) at site plan review.  Mr. Tompkins noted that the applicant had also 
committed to “green” building design and intended to achieve at least the Silver level of 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certification for the proposed buildings.  He 
said the application was consistent with the approved development plan and the purposes and 
intent of the PRC District.  He commended Mr. Thompson for his hard work on the application. 
 
Chairman Murphy called the first listed speaker. 
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Dr. Fred Rothwarf, 11722 Indian Ridge Road, Reston, expressed opposition to the application 
because it would exacerbate the traffic problem along Sunrise Valley Road, make it more 
difficult for vehicles to exit out of his neighborhood, and adversely impact the quality of life for 
people in Reston.  He said that until there was a well-conceived traffic solution, it was premature 
to approve the application.  
 
Commissioner de la Fe pointed out that the subject 9.96-acre site had been originally zoned to 
the PRC District in 1969 and the proposed development was in conformance with the 1969 
approval.  He said he would consult with the applicant and staff on what additional measures 
could be taken to mitigate traffic congestion in the area.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Thompson said the application was 
not subject to the new Chapter 527 regulations.  He stated that VDOT and the Fairfax County 
Department of Transportation (FCDOT) had determined that the traffic impact analysis should 
be submitted at the time of site plan review, as agreed to by the applicant.   
 
Commissioner Lawrence suggested defining the scope of the traffic impact analysis, particularly 
its impact on problem intersections, and using Transportation Demand Management features as a 
traffic mitigation tool. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Alcorn, Mr. Thompson explained that the 
application was not subject to the new Chapter 527 regulations because it had been submitted 
prior to the legislation’s effective date of July 1, 2007.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hart, Mr. Thompson said he did not know if the 
Indian Ridge community had been approved after the 1969 zoning action for the subject 
property. Commissioner de la Fe said he believed the Indian Ridge community was either built 
later than the 1969 approval or in conjunction with the surrounding properties. 
 
Responding to another question from Commissioner Hart, Mr. Thompson noted that staff 
believed the proposed development would have been permitted at the time of the 1969 approval. 
 
There being no more speakers, Chairman Murphy called for a rebuttal statement from  
Mr. Tompkins. 
 
Mr. Tompkins stated that the applicant intended to perform a full traffic impact analysis earlier 
than site plan review.  He said the applicant was committed to providing a solution to the traffic 
problem in the area. 
 
There were no further comments or questions from the Commission and staff had no closing 
remarks; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner 
de la Fe for action on this case.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
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Commissioner de la Fe MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 
DECISION ONLY ON PRC B-846 TO A DATE CERTAIN OF NOVEMBER 28, 2007, WITH 
THE RECORD REMAINING OPEN FOR COMMENTS. 
 
Commissioners Hall, Alcorn, and Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously 
with Commissioner Hopkins not present for the vote; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the 
meeting. 
 
// 

 
SEA 92-L-005-02 - EXXON MOBIL CORPORATION - Appl. under 
Sect. 4-804 of the Zoning Ordinance to amend SE 92-L-005 
previously approved for a service station with quick service food store 
to permit a quick service food store, car wash, service station, increase 
in land area, and site modifications.  Located at 7312 Richmond Hwy. 
on approx. 1.33 ac. of land zoned C-8, CRD, and HC.  Tax Map 92-4 
((1)) 78C and 78D.  LEE DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING.   

 
Commissioner Lusk noted that he would defer the decision on this application to permit the Lee 
District Land Use Committee an opportunity to review the project and make a recommendation. 
 
Lynne Strobel, Esquire, with Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley, Emrich & Walsh, PC, reaffirmed the 
affidavit dated September 25, 2007.  Commissioner Hart disclosed that his law firm, Hart & 
Horan, PC, had two pending cases with Ms. Strobel’s law firm but indicated that there was no 
financial relationship and it would not affect his ability to participate in this case. 
 
St. Clair Williams, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented 
the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  He noted that staff recommended denial of 
the application because it was not in harmony with the Comprehensive Plan and not in 
conformance with the applicable Zoning Ordinance provisions. 
 
Commissioner Lusk recommended that Development Condition 14 specify that the applicant 
would be responsible for removing all litter and debris from the subject property on a daily basis.  
Mr. Williams agreed with this recommendation.   
 
Commissioner Lusk also suggested that staff revise Condition 25 to indicate that the applicant 
would recycle the water used in the car wash. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Lusk, Mr. Williams explained that the subject 
application proposed the expansion and intensification of uses that were discouraged for the 
Richmond Highway Corridor Commercial Revitalization District (CRD).  He noted that staff had 
also expressed concern that the addition of a drive-through car wash would result in a significant 
loss of trees on Parcel 78C, which was currently a wooded area.   
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Responding to questions from Commissioner Hart, Mr. Williams said approval of the subject 
application would prevent the consolidation of the parcels located between Richmond Highway 
and Fordson Road for a use that would be more in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.   
 
Commissioner Flanagan pointed out that the Planning Commission had enlisted the assistance of 
the Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation (SFDC) to take the lead in the revitalization of 
the Richmond Highway Corridor.  He said SFDC had contracted with the Fairfax County Office 
of Community Revitalization and Reinvestment to provide guidance on the most suitable uses 
for this area.  Commissioner Flanagan then asked whether SFDC had been consulted on the 
subject application.  Ms. Strobel replied that she had notified SFDC representatives, who had 
indicated that they would not comment on the application because it affected an existing use of 
the property.  She reported that the property had received an award for its appearance in a recent 
SFDC program for the Richmond Highway CRD.  Commissioner Flanagan commented that 
SFDC had requested that there be no more service stations in this area.  Commissioner Lusk 
requested that SFDC representatives share their position at the next Lee District Land Use 
Committee meeting so that it would be incorporated in the final decision. 
 
Ms. Strobel stated that the applicant sought to improve the existing service station and quick 
service food store to create a more upscale environment, offer a wider range of products, and 
increase the land area by 0.83 acres to construct a freestanding, automated car wash.  She noted 
that the applicant had cleaned up Parcel 78C to address concerns expressed by the adjacent 
community.  She said Parcel 78C was currently commercially zoned and the applicant would 
retain a large portion of the parcel in its wooded environment and provide a 70-foot landscaped 
buffer between the site and the residential area adjacent to Fordson Road.  She explained that 
other improvements included replacement of the existing gasoline storage tanks to meet current 
standards and installation of a stormwater management pond to detain and treat water from 
Fordson Road.  Ms. Strobel said the proposed car wash would not increase the overall number of 
trips to the property, but would serve as a convenience to the people who were purchasing 
gasoline at the service station.  She indicated that the percentage of customers that would use the 
car wash was approximately 10 percent of the overall business on the site.  She pointed out that 
there were no proposed modifications to the number of pumps, curb cuts, and site access points.  
She said the proposal would cluster automobile-oriented uses on the site, as recommended in the 
Comprehensive Plan, and combine several trips to the property.  Ms. Strobel called attention to a 
chart that listed eight applications for automobile-oriented uses that had been approved along the 
Richmond Highway Corridor, a copy of which is in the date file.  She said the Plan’s general 
language discouraging new car washes along Richmond Highway was not applicable to this 
proposal because it would improve an existing use, provide additional land area, and would not 
intensify the number of vehicle trips associated with the property.  She pointed out that the 
proposal would meet the need for services to residents, employees, and visitors to the Richmond 
Highway Corridor and would provide a more attractive service station that was consistent with 
the revitalization goals of the area.  She explained that after working with the community 
associations in the area, the applicant had agreed to provide two development conditions to 
install low-level bollard lights along Fordson Road to address security issues, narrow the 
entrance to Lockheed Boulevard in accordance with Virginia Department of Transportation 
standards, and install signs on the property to deter cut-through traffic.  (A copy of the  
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applicant’s proposed development conditions is in the date file.)  Ms. Strobel stated that the 
applicant had conducted a survey to measure noise levels generated by a similar car wash and 
had determined that there would be no noise issues associated with the proposed car wash.  (A 
copy of the noise survey and impact assessment is in the date file.)  She said the proposed 
architectural design of the food store would maintain a residential character, which had the 
support of the adjacent community.  She noted that the applicant would work with staff on the 
development conditions and would present the proposal to the Lee District Land Use Committee 
on November 19, 2007. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hart, Ms. Strobel indicated that she would verify 
the chronology of the Plan text for the Richmond Highway Corridor to determine when car 
washes were explicitly discouraged in the area.  She said people would not visit the site solely 
for the car wash but for gasoline; therefore, the car wash would serve as an accessory use to the 
service station.  She pointed out that the Plan precluded high intensity vehicular uses along the 
Richmond Highway Corridor.  Commissioner Hart commented that if adding a car wash to a 
service station was customary, considered an accessory use, and did not cause the same impact 
as other freestanding automobile-oriented uses, the solution should be to create an exception to 
the Plan to allow a car wash only as part of a service station or a quick service food store.  Ms. 
Strobel replied that there should be general Plan text, but staff should evaluate each application 
individually to identify a logical reason why a car wash should be permitted. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers but received no response; therefore, he noted that a 
rebuttal statement was not necessary.  There were no further comments or questions from the 
Commission and staff had no closing remarks; therefore, he closed the public hearing and 
recognized Commissioner Lusk for action on this case.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Lusk MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 
DECISION ONLY ON SEA 92-L-005-02 TO A DATE CERTAIN OF DECEMBER 5, 2007, 
WITH THE RECORD TO REMAIN OPEN FOR WRITTEN AND ELECTRONIC 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
 
Commissioners Hall and Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Hopkins not present for the vote; Commissioner Sargeant absent from the 
meeting. 
 
// 
 

SE 2007-SU-007 - COMMERCE BANK, N.A. - Appl. under Sects. 7-
607 and 9-610 of the Zoning Ordinance to permit a drive-in bank in a 
Highway Corridor Overlay District and waiver of the minimum lot 
size requirements.  Located at 13921 Lee Jackson Memorial Hwy. on 
approx. 38,399 sq. ft. of land zoned C-8, I-3, HC, and WS.  Tax Map 
34-4 ((1)) 53A.  SULLY DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING.   
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Fred Taylor, Esquire, with Bean, Kinney & Korman, PC, reaffirmed the affidavit dated July 10, 
2007.  Commissioner Hart disclosed that pursuant to Virginia Code Section 15.2-852, his law 
firm, Hart & Horan, PC, had performed legal work for Thomas Tellez.  He said since this 
financial relationship had occurred within the past 12 months, he would recuse himself and not 
participate in this case. 
 
Tracy Strunk, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning, presented the 
staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of the 
application. 
 
Mr. Taylor stated that the applicant had met several times with the Western Fairfax County 
Citizens Association and the Sully District Council of Citizens Associations and the application 
had received the unanimous support from those organizations.  He said if the proposed drive-in 
bank was approved, the existing restaurant would relocate to a new building in the immediate 
area.  He noted that the applicant would design the right-in entrance from Walney Road as a one-
way travel aisle to deter vehicles from using it as an exit.   
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Koch, Mr. Taylor clarified that the proposed hours 
were 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Saturday, and 11:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sunday. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers but received no response; therefore, he noted that a 
rebuttal statement was not necessary.  There were no further comments or questions from the 
Commission and staff had no closing remarks; therefore, he closed the public hearing and 
recognized Commissioner Koch for action on this case.  (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 
DECISION ONLY ON SE 2007-SU-007 TO A DATE CERTAIN OF NOVEMBER 28, 2007, 
WITH THE RECORD TO REMAIN OPEN FOR WRITTEN COMMENT. 
 
Commissioners Lawrence and Alcorn seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Hart recusing; Commissioners Flanagan and Hopkins not present for the vote; 
Commissioner Sargeant absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:41 p.m. 
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
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Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 

 
 
Minutes by:  Kara A. DeArrastia 
 
Approved on:  April 30, 2009  
 
 

       
Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk to the 

     Fairfax County Planning Commission 


