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MINUTES OF 
FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008 
            

                             
PRESENT:  Walter L. Alcorn, Commissioner At-Large  
 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District  
 Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District 
 Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
 James R. Hart, Commissioner At-Large 

Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District 
 Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District 
 Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 
 Timothy J. Sargeant, Commissioner At-Large 
 
ABSENT:  Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District 
 Janet R. Hall, Mason District 
 John L. Litzenberger, Sully District 
 
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:24 p.m., by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., in the Board 
Auditorium of the Fairfax County Government Center at 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS 
 
Commissioner Alcorn announced that the Tysons Corner Committee had met earlier this evening 
to continue discussions on the future of Tysons Corner with invited citizens, and said that a 
“carry-over” meeting would be held on Wednesday, December 17, 2008, at 7:00 p.m., in 
Conference Rooms 2/3 of the Government Center, to hear from other interested parties. He 
added that the Committee would hold another meeting on January 14, 2009, at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Board Conference Room, to meet County agencies. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner de la Fe announced that the Transportation Committee would meet on January 15, 
2009, at 7:30 p.m., in the Board Conference Room, to discuss the proposed Dulles Rail Stations 
(2232 and Special Exception applications), for which the Planning Commission would hold 
public hearings on January 28, 2009.  
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy announced that tonight was the final Planning Commission meeting for this 
year. Acknowledging the work of the Commission’s staff, he noted his particular appreciation 
for the events covering the Commission’s 70th Anniversary. He thanked staff from other Fairfax  
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County agencies the Commission interacted with, including the Department of Planning  
and Zoning, the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services, and the Cable 
Programming staff. Chairman Murphy also thanked members of the Boards and Commissions 
that the Planning Commission’s committees had met with. He reported that in 2008, the 
Commission held 43 regular meetings; 3 workshops; and 31 committee meetings, many of  
which involved the Environment Committee and the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
Committee. 
 
// 
 
FS-P08-53 – CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS, 3211 Jermantown Road 
  
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR  
WITH STAFF’S DETERMINATION THAT THE PROPOSED TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITY BY CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS AT 3211 JERMANTOWN ROAD, IS A 
“FEATURE SHOWN” OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA 
CODE SECTION 15.2-2232, AS AMENDED. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Flanagan, Hall, and Litzenberger absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
FS-P08-108 – T-MOBILE, 1800 Tysons Boulevard 
  
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH 
STAFF’S DETERMINATION AND FIND THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY 
PROPOSED BY T-MOBILE, AT 1800 TYSONS BOULEVARD, A “FEATURE SHOWN” OF 
THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA CODE SECTION 15.2-2232, AS 
AMENDED. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Flanagan, Hall, and Litzenberger absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
FS-V08-84 – CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS, 8101 Lorton Road 
  
Chairman Murphy MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH THE 
“FEATURE SHOWN” DETERMINATION IN FS-V08-84, CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Flanagan, Hall, and Litzenberger absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
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FSA-H98-6-1 – SPRINT NEXTEL, 8661 Leesburg Pike 
  
Commissioner de la Fe MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH 
STAFF’S DETERMINATION AND FIND THAT FSA-H98-6-1, SPRINT NEXTEL, IS A 
“FEATURE SHOWN.” 
 
Commissioner Hart seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Flanagan, Hall, and Litzenberger absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA 
 
Secretary Harsel set the following agenda: 
 

1. 2232-P08-16 – AT&T MOBILITY CORPORATION 
2. SE 2008-HM-023 – KEITH & STEPHANIE ANDERSON 
3. SEA 85-S-109-02 – MEDICAL FACILITIES OF AMERICA XXIX (29) LP 

 
This order was accepted without objection. 
 
// 
 

2232-P08-16 – AT&T MOBILITY CORPORATION – Appl. to  
install a telecommunications facility consisting of antennas  
attached to a 20-foot extension of the existing stadium light pole  
located at Oakton High School, 2900 Sutton Road. Tax Map 48-1  
((1)) 111. Area II. Copies of the application with a description of  
the facility may be obtained from the Department of Planning and  
Zoning, 7th floor, Herrity Building, 12055 Government Center  
Parkway, Fairfax. PROVIDENCE DISTRICT. PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Sandi Smith, Planning Division (PD), Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ), presented the 
staff report, a copy of which is in the date file. She noted that staff recommended approval of the 
application. 
 
James Michal, Esquire, Jackson & Campbell, PC, explained that AT&T’s coverage in the area 
would increase substantially with the proposed antenna extension. He said that a notification 
letter regarding the facility had been sent to several surrounding neighborhoods, organizations, 
and civic associations, noting that he had received no reports for concern. He pointed out that 
nearly 20 light poles currently existed within the proposed application area. He added that AT&T 
would add a canopy on top of the utility closet compound to deflect debris. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers from the audience and recited the rules for public 
testimony.  
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Marina Cracco, 2959 Cashel Lane, Vienna, spoke in opposition to the application, saying that the 
extension would be seen clearly from her home during winter months and thus would not 
minimize the visual impact to the surrounding neighborhood. She expressed concern that the 
pole would cause a decline in property values, create health problems resulting from radiation, 
and damage the surrounding scenery. 
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner Alcorn, Ms. Cracco said she could not see the 
existing pole and noted that she had moved into her current residence because she enjoyed the 
pristine scenery.  
 
There being no more speakers, Chairman Murphy called for a rebuttal statement from  
Mr. Michal. 
 
Mr. Michal stated that the tower would meet all standards set by the Federal Communications 
Commissions and the Environmental Protection Agency. He pointed out that schools in 
neighboring counties had the same facilities. He added that the current application would 
collocate on an existing pole and said the benefits of the extension would be demonstrated 
through the greater coverage throughout the area. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Michal said that AT&T would share 
the pole with Sprint and T-Mobile, noting that AT&T would add six antennas to provide voice 
and text messaging as well as internet to its customers. 
 
In reply to another question from Commissioner Lawrence, David Marshall, PD, DPZ, 
confirmed that denial of an antenna on the basis of health concerns was prohibited, as no health 
issues had been proven to be directly related to the proximity to antennas. He told Commissioner 
Lawrence that no documented correlation existed between property values and utility poles. Mr. 
Marshall further confirmed that the application met School Board policy with regard to antennas.  
 
There were no further comments or questions from the Commission and staff had no closing 
remarks; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner 
Lawrence for action on this case. (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION FIND THE 
PROPOSAL BY AT&T MOBILITY TO CONSTRUCT A 20-FOOT ADDITION TO THE 
EXISTING 103-FOOT MONOPOLE AT OAKTON HIGH SCHOOL, 2900 SUTTON ROAD, 
VIENNA, TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY IN ACCORD WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
ADOPTED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Flanagan, Hall, and Litzenberger absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
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SE 2008-HM-023 – KEITH & STEPHANIE ANDERSON – Appl.  
under Sect. 9-610 of the Zoning Ordinance to permit a waiver of  
minimum lot width requirement. Located at 1203 Bishopsgate Way  
on approx. 4.02 ac. of land zoned R-1. Tax Map 12-3 ((7)) 4A and  
24A. HUNTER MILL DISTRICT. PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Keith Martin, Esquire, Sack, Harris & Martin, PC, reaffirmed the affidavit dated September 8, 
2008. There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Shelby Johnson, Zoning Evaluation Division (ZED), Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ), 
presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the file. She stated that staff recommended 
approval of the application. 
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner Hart, Ms. Johnson explained that the intent of 
Development Condition 23 was for each home to contain a minimum two-car garage and that a 
special exception amendment would be required if a homeowner requested a larger one. 
 
In reply to questions from Commissioner Donahue, Ms. Johnson explained that the six-foot lot 
width requested for Lot 2 was consistent with the surrounding area and in conformance with the 
current Zoning Ordinance, which provided no limit on lot size reduction. 
 
Answering questions from Commissioner Lawrence, Kristen Abrahamson, ZED, DPZ, explained 
that the size, shape, and configuration of the application was appropriate and in character with 
the rest of the development in the subdivision.  
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Hart, Ms. Abrahamson explained that a special 
exception would be preferable to by-right development since the applicant agreed to re-vegetate 
the existing resource protection area and provide more pervious pavers. 
 
Mr. Martin acknowledged that by-right development would allow three lots rather than two, as 
proposed in the application, but would not be developed as well. He noted that the applicant had 
not only met strict Zoning Ordinance requirements, but provided additional features as requested 
by Fairfax County staff. He pointed out that public sewer would be installed for both lots and 
thus would be accessible to neighboring residences. Mr. Martin reiterated that the proposed 
application would have minimal impact on the rest of the community, noting that approximately 
one third of the subdivision contained pipestem lots. He further stated that he would meet with 
the Hunter Mill Land Use Committee next week to discuss the application. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Martin confirmed that public sewer 
would be provided to both lots. 
 
Commissioner Hart, Mr. Martin, and Ms. Abrahamson discussed adding the words, “a minimum 
of” into Development Condition 23 in order to eliminate the need for a future special exception 
amendment for a larger garage. Ms. Abrahamson pointed out, however, that the applicant must 
adhere to the limitations on impervious pavers as set forth in the current application.  
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Commissioner de la Fe expressed concern about the intent of Development Condition 23 with 
regard to the number of vehicles versus the size of garage. He echoed earlier comments 
regarding the incongruity of lots throughout the subdivision and the high percentage of shared 
driveways and pipestemmed lots. He stated that he would defer tonight’s decision because the 
Hunter Mill Land Use Committee had not voted on the application.  
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers but received no response. He noted that rebuttal was not 
necessary. There were no further comments or questions from the Commission and staff had no 
closing remarks; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized 
Commissioner de la Fe for action on this item. (A verbatim transcript is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner de la Fe MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 
DECISION ON SE 2008-HM-023, KEITH AND STEPHANIE ANDERSON, TO JANUARY 8, 
2009. 
 
Commissioners Hart and Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Alcorn not present for the vote; Commissioners Flanagan, Hall, and Litzenberger 
absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 

SEA 85-S-109-02 – MEDICAL FACILITIES OF AMERICA  
XXIX (29) LP – Appl. under Sect. 3-104 of the Zoning Ordinance  
to amend SE 85-S-109, previously approved for a medical care  
facility, to permit a building addition and associated modifications  
to site design and development conditions. Located at 9640 Burke  
Lake Rd. on approx. 7.66 ac. of land zoned R-1. Tax Map 78-3 ((1))  
12A. BRADDOCK DISTRICT. PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Jill Switkin, Esquire, Cooley Godward Kronish, LLP, reaffirmed the affidavit dated October 29, 
2008. There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Kristen Abrahamson, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Planning and Zoning,  
presented the staff report, a copy of which is in the file. She stated that staff recommended 
approval of the application. 
 
Ms. Switkin said the need for additional space at the Burke Health and Rehabilitation Center 
stemmed from the changing needs of elderly patients and said the existing building could not 
accommodate a facility that would provide the progressive rehabilitative services patients 
needed. She explained that the new space would house all of the Center’s therapy and 
rehabilitative services, while noting that the number of patient beds and staff would remain 
unchanged. 
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SEA 85-S-109-02 – MEDICAL FACILITIES OF            December 11, 2008 
        AMERICA XXIX (29) LP 

 
 
Responding to questions from Commissioner Harsel, Amanda Gannon, Administrator, Burke 
Health and Rehabilitation Center, said that more than 50 percent of patients were permanent 
residents. She noted that the Center’s rehabilitative services were provided to in-house patients in 
need of long-term services. Ms. Gannon clarified that 82 staff members were on duty during 
every shift. 
 
Commissioner Harsel and Ms. Abrahamson discussed the access road to the new addition and its 
impact on the existing site. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers from the audience.  
 
Sandra Detweiler, 9834 Burke Pond Lane, Vienna, expressed concern about the possible visual 
impact of the new addition. 
 
Ms. Abrahamson explained to Ms. Detweiler that the view shed from her lot would remain 
unchanged. 
 
There being no more speakers, Chairman Murphy called for a rebuttal statement from Ms. 
Switkin, who declined. There were no further comments or questions from the Commission and 
staff had no closing remarks; therefore, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and 
recognized Commissioner Harsel for action on this case. (A verbatim excerpt is in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Harsel MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION DEFER THE 
DECISION ON SEA 85-S-109-02, MEDICAL FACILITIES OF AMERICA, TO AN 
INDEFINITE DATE, WITH THE RECORD REMAINING OPEN FOR WRITTEN AND 
ELECTRONIC COMMENT. 
 
Commissioner de la Fe seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioners 
Flanagan, Hall, and Litzenberger absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:47 p.m. 
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
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Audio and video recordings of this meeting are available at the Planning Commission Office, 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, VA 22035. 
 
 

Minutes by:  Jeanette Nord 
 

Approved:  June 23, 2010     
 

 
           

Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk to the 
           Fairfax County Planning Commission 


