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MINUTES OF 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

DECEMBER 15, 1993 
 
 
PRESENT: Lawrence C. Baldwin, Commissioner At-Large 

John R. Byers, Mount Vernon District  
Judith W. Downer, Dranesville District  
Patrick M. Hanlon, Providence District  
Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
Robert v. L. Hartwell, Commissioner At-Large  
Ronald W. Koch, Sully District 
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District  
John M. Palatiello, Hunter Mill District  
Henry E. Strickland, Mason District 
Alvin L. Thomas, Commissioner At-Large 

 
ABSENT: Carl L. Sell, Jr., Lee District 
 
// 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:24 p.m. by Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr.  
 
// 
 
COMMISSION MATTERS  
 
Chairman Murphy announced the passing of Reverend Abel Azevedo, father of Mary Pascoe, 
Clerk to the Commission, and asked for a moment of silence in his memory. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy thanked everyone for their kindness during his recent illness.  
 
// 
 
Commissioner Hanlon announced the passing of his former secretary, Dewey Childs, and 
thanked everyone for their cards and phone calls during Dewey's illness.  Chairman Murphy 
asked for a moment of silence in his memory. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Murphy noted that this was the last Planning Commission meeting of the calendar year 
and thanked County staff and the cable crew for their hard work during the year.  He noted that 
the Commission had held 53 regular meetings, receiving testimony from 364 speakers, and 43 
committee meetings. 
 
// 
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COMMISSION MATTERS                                                                               December 15, 1993 
 
 
Chairman Murphy reminded the Commissioners that their financial disclosure forms were due by 
January 15, 1994. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Palatiello announced that Joe Stowers had stepped down after 17 years as 
Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Committee of the Reston Citizens Association.  He read a 
resolution into the record commending Mr. Stowers and requested the Commission's 
concurrence.  He SO MOVED. 
 
Commissioners Byers and Hanlon seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Sell not present for the vote; Commissioner Thomas absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 
456-M93-16 - SOUTHWESTERN BELL MOBILE SYSTEMS, INC. (Decision Only) 
(The public hearing on this application was held on December 8, 1993.  A complete verbatim 
transcript of the decision made this evening is included in the date file.) 
 
Commissioner Strickland MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION MOVE FOR 
INDEFINITE DEFERMENT OF APPLICATION 456-M93-16 UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE 
PARK AUTHORITY HAS RENDERED A DECISION ON THEIR PART AS TO THE 
COMPATIBLE USE OF THIS APPLICATION IN THE PARK. 
 
Commissioner Koch seconded the motion. 
 
Following discussion, Commissioner Strickland WITHDREW THAT MOTION AND MOVED 
THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS THAT IT EXTEND THE TIME LIMIT FOR HEARING AND DECISION ON 
456-M93-16, AND THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVE THE INDEFINITE 
DEFERRAL OF THIS APPLICATION. 
 
Commissioner Koch seconded the motion. 
 
Following further discussion, Commissioner Strickland WITHDREW THE SECOND MOTION. 
 
After further discussion, James Michael, Esquire, attorney for the applicant, withdrew the 
application.  Commissioner Strickland then MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
ACCEPT THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE APPLICATION. 
 
Commissioner Hanlon seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Thomas absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
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ORDER OF THE AGENDA ITEMS                                                                 December 15, 1993 
 
 
ORDER OF THE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Secretary Harsel established the following order for tonight's agenda: 
 

1. SE-93-Y-036 - Fairfax Church of Christ, Trustee 
2. SE-93-Y-038 - First Virginia Bank 

 
This order was accepted without objection. 
 
// 
 

SE-93-Y-036 - FAIRFAX CHURCH OF CHRIST, TRUSTEE - Appl. 
under Sec. 3-104 of the Zoning Ord. to permit a church and related 
facilities, nursery school, building addition, increase in parking spaces, 
increase in land area and site improvements on property located at 
3901 Rugby Rd. on approx. 5.91 ac. zoned R-1, HC, and WS.  Tax 
Map 45-2 ((2))32, 33, 34 and portions of land owned by the Board of 
Supervisors adjacent to Burning Bush Dr. SULLY DISTRICT.  
PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Grayson Hanes, Esquire, Hazel and Thomas, reaffirmed the affidavit dated December 10, 1993.  
There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Ms. Lorrie Kirst, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented the 
staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended denial of the 
proposed development because it was too intense and therefore not in conformance with the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Ms. Peggy Keyes, planner for the applicant, explained the applicant's proposal.  She noted that 
the hours of operation were not in conflict with peak rush hour traffic.  Ms. Keyes spoke about 
the landscaping to be provided and noted that sufficient sewer capacity was available. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Byers, Ms. Keyes stated that the hours of operation 
would be 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and that 60 children would be enrolled.  Commissioner Byers 
and Ms. Keyes further discussed the operation of the proposed nursery school. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers to this application and listed the rules for public testimony. 
 
Mr. John Sims, 3906 Tallow Tree Court, Fairfax, spoke on behalf of the Fairwood Homeowners 
Association.  His main concerns were zoning, water run-off, sewer access, and street access.  (A 
copy of Mr. Sims' statement is in the date file.) 
 
Ms. Kirst responded to questions from Commissioner Koch regarding drainage, grading, traffic, 
and sewer easements. 
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SE-93-Y-036 - FAIRFAX CHURCH OF CHRIST, TRUSTEE                        December 15, 1993 
 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hartwell, Ms. Kirst stated that the church had been 
built in 1972. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hartwell, Mr. Alan Stewart answered that the 
subdivision was built in 1984. 
 
Commissioner Baldwin and Ms. Kirst discussed sewer capacity in the area.  Ms. Kirst 
commented that, unfortunately, no one from the Department of Public Works was present to 
answer detailed questions. 
 
Ms. Kirst replied to questions from Commissioners Byers and Koch regarding open space. 
 
Ms. Mettle Hervey, 12003 St. Helena Drive, Oakton, represented the Navy-Vale Community 
League.  She noted that concerns regarding parking and landscaping had been resolved and that 
the League had no objections to the applicant's proposal. 
 
There being no further speakers, Chairman Murphy called upon Mr. Hanes for a rebuttal 
statement. 
 
Mr. Hanes spoke about the drainage problems in the area and stated that the applicant's proposal 
would improve the situation, not aggravate it.  He said it would achieve the goals of the 
Comprehensive Plan and provide benefits to surrounding properties. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Koch, Mr. Hanes confirmed that 
the applicant would have no objection to the installation of signs prohibiting parking on the 
nearby residential streets. 
 
Ms. Kirst had no closing staff comments. 
 
There being no further comments or questions, Chairman Murphy closed the public hearing and 
recognized Commissioner Koch for action on this case.  (Verbatim excerpts are in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
THAT SE-93-Y-036 BE APPROVED, SUBJECT TO THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
CONDITIONS DATED DECEMBER 15, 1993. 
 
Commissioners Hartwell and Hanlon seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioner Byers not present for the vote; Commissioner Thomas absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Koch also MOVED THAT WE RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS THAT THE TRANSITIONAL SCREENING REQUIREMENT BE 
MODIFIED ALONG THE NORTHERN AND WESTERN BOUNDARIES. 
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SE-93-Y-036 - FAIRFAX CHURCH OF CHRIST, TRUSTEE                        December 15, 1993 
 
 
Commissioner Hanlon seconded the motion which carried unanimously with Commissioner 
Byers not present for the vote; Commissioner Thomas absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Koch then MOVED THAT WE RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS THAT THE BARRIER REQUIREMENTS BE WAIVED ALONG THE 
NORTHERN AND WESTERN BOUNDARIES. 
 
Commissioner Hanlon seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 9-0-2 with 
Commissioners Baldwin and Byers abstaining; Commissioner Thomas absent from the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Koch lastly MOVED THAT WE RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS THAT THE BARRIER REQUIREMENTS BE MODIFIED ALONG THE 
SOUTHERN AND EASTERN BOUNDARIES. 
 
Commissioner Hanlon seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 9-0-2 with 
Commissioners Baldwin and Byers abstaining; Commissioner Thomas absent from the meeting. 
 
// 
 

SE-93-Y-038 - FIRST VIRGINIA BANK - Appl. under Sects. 4-804 
& 7-607 of the Zoning Ord. to permit a drive-in bank in a Highway 
Corridor Overlay District on property located at 13881 Metrotech Dr. 
on approx. 45,685 sq.ft. of land zoned C-8, HC, & WS.  Tax Map 34-
4((1)) pt.16E.  SULLY DISTRICT.  PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Sarah Reifsnyder, Esquire, Blankingship and Keith, reaffirmed the affidavit dated July 12, 1993.  
There were no disclosures by Commission members. 
 
Ms. Denise James, Zoning Evaluation Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning, presented 
the staff report, a copy of which is in the date file.  She noted that staff recommended approval of 
the application. 
 
Ms. Reifsnyder concurred with the proposed development conditions listed in the staff report. 
 
Chairman Murphy called for speakers from the audience, but received no response.  He noted 
that no rebuttal was necessary.  Ms. James had no closing staff remarks; therefore, Chairman 
Murphy closed the public hearing and recognized Commissioner Koch for action on this case.  
(Verbatim excerpts are in the date file.) 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Koch MOVED THAT WE RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF SE-93-Y-038, SUBJECT TO THE PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN APPENDIX I OF THE STAFF REPORT. 
 



SE-93-Y-038 - FIRST VIRGINIA BANK                                                         December 15, 1993 
 
 
Commissioners Strickland and Palatiello seconded the motion which carried unanimously with 
Commissioners Downer and Hanlon not present for the vote; Commissioner Thomas absent from 
the meeting. 
 
// 
 

STAFF BRIEFING - The Office of Comprehensive Planning and 
personnel from the Department of the Army will brief the Planning 
Commission on various components of proposed development at the 
Engineer Proving Ground (EPG) site.  The briefing will also include 
an overview of the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment which 
encompasses the area of the EPG site, the Springfield Central Business 
Center, and the Franconia/Springfield Transit Station Area. 

 
The following County staff members provided an overview of the proposed Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment concerning the Engineer Proving Ground, the Springfield Central Business Center, 
and the Franconia/Springfield Transit Station Area and responded to questions from the 
Commissioners: 
 

Fred Selden, Planning Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning  
Marianne Gardner, Planning Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning  
Lynda Stanley, Planning Division, Office of Comprehensive Planning  
Jimmie Jenkins, System Engineering and Monitoring Division,  

               Department of Public Works 
Robert Moore, Office of Transportation 

 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 a.m.  
Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
 
For a verbatim record of this meeting, reference may be made to the audio and video recordings 
which may be found in the Office of the Planning Commission of Fairfax County, Virginia. 
 
 

Minutes by: Gloria L. Watkins  
 
Approved on: March 16, 1994 
 

 
Mary A. Pascoe, Clerk to the 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 
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