
  

 

Flanagan was appointed in 
December 2006 by the Board 
of Supervisors on a motion by 
Supervisor Gerald Hyland, to 
complete the remaining term 
of former Mount Vernon 
Commissioner John Byers, 
who had resigned.  Flanagan's 
appointment will expire on 
December 31, 2009. 
 
Flanagan is a native of Harvey, 
Illinois, a suburb of Chicago, 
where he served over 35 years 
ago as a local planning 
commissioner, building and 
z o n i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t o r , 
president of the Community 
Concert Association and an 
elected park commissioner 
w h i l e  o p e r a t i n g  a n 
architectural practice.  As a 
licensed architect, Flanagan 
commuted by train to the 
Loop in Chicago.  Along the 

way, he met Virginia, 
whom he married a year 
later after a short 
e n g a g e m e n t .   T h e 
Flanagans will celebrate 
their 50th Anniversary on 
Valentines Day 2009. 
 
In 1968, Flanagan joined 
the Chicago Regional Office 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) as an 
expert on state and local 

building regulations.  "It was 
my good fortune to work 
directly with a Chicago firm 
that participated in the 
development of the glass-
s h e a t h e d  s k y s c r a p e r , 
revolutionized school design 
and introduced new building 
materials," he said.  Flanagan's 
work in Chicago was 
recognized by U.S. HUD 
Secretary George W. Romney, 
who appointed him in 1973 to 
serve as Principal Architect 
and Advisor on Building 
C o d e s  a n d  C o d e s 
Administration.  "It was a 
highlight of my career to 
represent the HUD Secretary 
on the unique American 
system of model building 
codes, standards and their 
administration in China, Japan 
and Lebanon, Congressional 
Hearings and organizations of 

the American building 
industry," he explained.  As a 
result of this appointment, 
Flanagan and his family 
moved to Fairfax County.  He 
said he "first considered 
Montgomery County but 
couldn’t find any flat land 
similar to what I was used to 
in Illinois."  "I was told to go 
down river near Mount 
Vernon," he noted.  "Good 
advice as it turned out."  
Flanagan comments that "We 
didn’t buy a home when we 
moved to Fairfax County, we 
bought a high school since our 
three children [sons John and 
Brett and daughter Julia], Irish 
triplets (one child every year), 
were soon to enter high 
school."  He chose Mount 
Vernon High School because 
it most resembled schools that 
he had helped design in 
Illinois.  Flanagan also decided 
to buy a home in Riverside 
Estates, a subdivision on the 
Mount Vernon Plantation, 
because it was "within 
walking distance of Riverside 
E l e m e n t a r y ,  W h i t m a n 
Intermediate and Mount 
Vernon High School." 
 
Flanagan had taken a well-

(Continued on page 3) 

 

Commissioner SpotlightCommissioner SpotlightCommissioner Spotlight   
The focus of this issue’s spotlight is on Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District 
representative, who has served on the Planning Commission since January 2007. 

BRAC APR Update 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 

North County APR  
Update 

5 

Roundtable Update 6 

Web site Statistics 6 

Land Use Actions 7 

Committee Update 8 

Announcements 10 

Inside this issue: 

A Publication of the Fairfax County Planning Commission                   December 2008 

Planning Planning Planning    
CommunicatorCommunicatorCommunicator   



2 

 

BRAC APR UpdateBRAC APR UpdateBRAC APR Update   

Lee District BRAC-Related APR Nominations 
08-IV-7MV – nomination by Robert A. Wiles to amend the Plan 
for 34 acres (located north of Poag Street, south of School Street, 
and west of North Kings Highway in the Penn Daw CBC), 
currently planned for low-rise office or compatible institutional 
uses up to 0.35 FAR with complete parcel consolidation, by 
permitting development of a limited service hotel and retail uses 
up to 0.50 FAR.  Tax Map 83-3 ((11)) 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 83-3 ((4)) A.   
PC Action:  Denied 
 
08-IV-8FS – nomination by Frank McDermott, on behalf of 
Springfield Land Development LLC, to amend the Plan for 1.4 
acres (located west of I95, east of Brandon Avenue, and north of 
Commerce Street) by adding language to permit development of a 
six-story 125,000 square foot office building with a four-story 
parking structure.  Tax Map 80-4 ((1)) 5C2. 
PC Action: Approved Planning Commission 
alternative 
 
08-IV-11FS – nomination by John E. Cowles to 
amend the Plan for 12.42 acre site of the Springfield 
Garden Apartment complex (located in the 
Springfield CBC on the north side of Commerce 
Street and north of Old Keene Mill Road) by adding 
language permitting multi-family residential use up to 
a density of 40-50 dwelling units per acre (600 units).  
Tax Map 80-3 ((1)) 3 and 80-4 ((4)) (3) 7. 
PC Action:  Approved with modifications. 
 
Mount Vernon District BRAC-Related APR Nominations 
08-IV-9MV – nomination by Stuart Mendelsohn, on behalf of 
A&R Development, to amend the Plan for 4.35 acres (located 
south of Huntington Avenue, east of Biscayne Drive, north of 
Glendale Terrace, and west of Blaine Drive, currently developed 
with duplexes, garden apartments and local-serving retail uses and 
planned for retail and residential use at 8-12 du/ac (for Land Unit 
B) and 16-20 du/ac (for Land Unit T), by permitting transit-
oriented mixed-use development up to 3.0 FAR.  Tax Map 83-1 
((8)) and 83-1 ((20)). 
PC Action:  Approved Planning Commission alternative 

 
08-IV-10MV – nomination by Richard Neel, on behalf of the 
Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation, to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan for 15.58 acres (located east of Richmond 
Highway, north of Cooper Road, and south of Lukens Lane) by (1) 
removing the residential component and restricting the option for 
mixed use up to 0.50 FAR  on Tax Map 110-1 ((17)) 1A, 1B, A1, B1, 
2A, 25 and 25A; and (2) adding a new base plan for residential use 
at 2-3 du/ac on Tax Map 110-1 ((15)) (A) 2 and 3.  
PC Action:  Approved with modifications 
 
08-IV-11MV – nomination by Richard Neel, on behalf of the 
Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation, to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan for 9.99 acres (located east of Richmond 
Highway and south of Cooper Road) by adding an option for 

mixed use up to 0.65 FAR with office, retail, 
and/or hotel uses with conditions.  Tax Map 109-2 
((2)) 5 and 6A. 
PC Action:  Approved with modifications 
 
08-IV-12MV – nomination by Richard Neel, on 
behalf of the Southeast Fairfax Development 
Corporation, to amend the Comprehensive Plan 
for6.97 acres (located at the southwest corner of 
Richmond Highway and Sacramento Drive) by 
increasing the intensity of the planned retail use 

from up to .35 FAR to up to .50 FAR with an option for mixed use 
up to 1.5 FAR with office, retail, and hotel uses.  Tax Map 109-2 
((1)) 21B and 21C. 
PC Action:  Approved staff alternative with modifications 
 
08-IV-13MV – nomination by Richard Neel, on behalf of the 
Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation, to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan for 11.36 acres (located west of Richmond 
Highway, south of Woodlawn Court, and north of Sacramento 
Drive) by adding an option for mixed use up to 0.70 FAR with 
office, retail, and hotel uses with conditions.  Tax Map 109-2 ((1)) 
23, 24 and 101-3 ((1)) 96. 
PC Action:  Approved staff alternative with modifications 

On November 5, 2008, the Planning Commission held public hearings on eight Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)-Related Area Plans 
Review (APR) nominations to amend the Comprehensive Plan.  These nominations did not require a traffic analysis and review by the 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).  Three of the nominations are in the Lee District and the remaining five are in the Mount 
Vernon District.  Public testimony was provided by a total of 24 speakers.   
 
The remaining BRAC-Related APR nominations were determined by staff and the Commission to have the potential to add 5,000+ vehicle trips 
per day to the road network and are therefore subject to VDOT review prior to public hearings by the Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors.  The Commission public hearings on the VDOT-reviewed BRAC-Related nominations will likely be scheduled in April 2009. 
 
The Planning Commission took action on the eight land-use proposals not requiring VDOT analysis at its mark-up session held on December 10, 
2008, as described below.  The seven items that were endorsed by the Planning Commission, either wholly or in part, will be forwarded to the 
Board of Supervisors for public hearing on January 26, 2009. 
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deserved break from civic service until 
1984 when he was asked to fill in as vice 
president of the Riverside Estates Civic 
Association.  He then served as president 
of the association in 1985-86 and again in 
1999-2000.  During the first period, 
Flanagan chaired an ad-hoc committee of 
past presidents that rewrote the 25-year 
old Riverside Estates Covenants and 
recorded the same in the County Land 
Title Records, which he said was a 
monumental task.  He was subsequently 
asked to chair another ad-hoc committee 
that saved the original Mount Vernon 
High School from destruction and 
eventual revitalization as a private school.   
 
Flanagan has held several other civic 
leadership roles in Fairfax County, 
including Chairman of the Mount Vernon 
Council of Citizens Associations, Board of 
Directors of the Southeast Fairfax 
Development Corporation and the Fairfax 
County Federation of Citizens 
Associations. 
 
Flanagan has received several 
recognitions for his exemplary 
com muni t y  se rv i ce ,  inc lud in g 
Commonwealth of Virginia Earl L. 
Flanagan Day honoree on December 28, 
1997; Lord Fairfax for the Mount Vernon 
District in June 1999 and Mount Vernon 
District Citizen of the Year in 2000.  He 
notes that these awards in essence were 
for "consistently demonstrating 
steadfastness, fervor, many constructive 
positive contributions and trusted 
leadership for good government."  When 
asked about his civic tenacity, Flanagan 
said that "many community problems can 
be so overwhelming that the faint quickly 
fall away."  "Problems like saving the 
George Washington Recreation Center, 
Old Mount Vernon High School and Fort 
Hunt High School; unacceptable 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge designs; Mount 
Vernon High School renovations and Fort 
Belvoir Security and Base Realignment 

and Closure transportation proposals have 
been avoided only by tenacious citizen 
involvement," he explained.   
 
Flanagan has noticed several differences 
between land-use planning in Cook 
County, Illinois and Fairfax County, 
Virginia.  "Most of Cook County land-use 
regulation is a function of each 
municipality where there are over 128 
local cities, towns and villages.  Cook 
County, famous for its forest preserves, 
only plans land use in unincorporated 
areas," he explained.  Flanagan describes 
the four-square mile city he lived in as 
"crisscrossed by major railroads and 
highways that were lined with industry 
and  comm erc ia l  dev e lopment .  
Residential lots were sold to future 
homeowners who built custom homes, no 
two alike generally."  He further 

explained that land planning in Cook 
County "was primarily for annexations, 
redevelopment and rezonings based upon 
adopted provisions in a compressive plan, 
zoning ordinance and subdivision 
ordinance.  There were no negotiated 
proffers or conditions and still aren’t 
except for planned unit developments." 
 
When Flanagan became a Virginia 
Certified Planning Commissioner in 2007, 
after completing course requirements 
established by the Citizens Planning 
Education Association of Virginia, he was 
surprised to learn that "other Virginia 
counties amend their zoning ordinances 
so as to be consistent with their 
comprehensive plans and updates."  He 
notes that he has also been surprised "at 
the number of land-use requests 

presented to the Commission that are 
supported by the staff but not by the 
affected community."  "Such surprises all 
seem to have one thing in common - no 
matter how well you plan, there is always 
one proposal that was not foreseen," he 
explained.  "Such requests bring out the 
wisdom of my fellow Commissioners and 
v a l i d a t e  w h y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
Commissioners are needed." 
 
Flanagan considers one of his most 
memorable Mount Vernon District cases 
thus far as PCA 1999-MV-025-03, an 
application to permit an Exxon-Mobil 
service station, car wash and quick service 
food store at the intersection of Lorton 
Road and Lorton Market Street.  He noted 
that the case required lengthy 
consultation with legal counsel.  Flanagan 
considers the controversial Madeira 
School application (SEA 83-D-030-8) to 
replace an existing sewage treatment 
facility as also memorable.  He said the 
Comprehensive Plan recommendation for 
the site called for the need to convey land 
for a national trail along the Potomac 
River.  Dranesville District Commissioner 
Jay Donahue "developed a unique solution 
that both approved the replacement of the 
treatment facility and trail use but 
avoided the conveyance of trail land," 
Flanagan said. 
 
Flanagan anticipates that Fairfax County 
land use in the future is likely to be 
affected by how "the obligation of 
government to remain silent unless 
needed for the health, safety or welfare of 
its citizens is being tested with regard to 
development proffers, conditions and 
impact fees."  Flanagan also anticipates 
that as a member of the Planning 
Commission, he will "help eliminate 
unforeseen problems and strengthen 
Fairfax County policies and improvements 
as the county implements the initial steps 
taken to implement 'Cool Counties,' 
Green Building, and Universal Design 
actions." 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

When asked about his 
civic tenacity, Flanagan 

said that "many 
community problems can 
be so overwhelming that 

the faint quickly fall 
away."  



4 

 

Commissioner Flanagan SpotlightCommissioner Flanagan SpotlightCommissioner Flanagan Spotlight   

 
Flanagan is an active member of several 
Commission committees, including 
Environment and Redevelopment and 
Housing.  He considers the development 
of provisions to implement Fairfax 
County policies regarding "Cool Counties" 
and Green Building, and Universal Design 
as their most significant achievements, 
respectively.  He also notes that "the 
recently adopted Tree Preservation and 
Restoration changes to the Zoning 
Ordinance and Public Facilities Manual is 
a major change and help for stemming the 
heat islands characteristic of metropolitan 
centers such as metropolitan Washington, 
D.C." 
 
Flanagan is a decorated combat artillery 
veteran of Lieutenant General George 
Patton's Third Army in World War II.  
He  was  awarded  the  Army 
Commendation Medal for an advanced 
landing of the 71st Division at Le Havre, 
France.  Flanagan considers his most 
memorable experience during combat in 
France, Germany and Austria as "the 
liberation of concentration camp victims 
as the soldiers in Patton’s Third Army 
penetrated deeper into Germany."  "We 

were neither told nor trained to expect 
such horror," he recalled.  After combat, 
he served in the Allied Military 
Government of Germany and attended 
the Nürnberg War Crimes Trials, in 
which he was able to "witness closure."  
Flanagan notes that he keeps in contact 
with some of the surviving prisoners of 
World War II.  "These former slaves and 
their children attend the annual reunions 
of 71st Infantry Division veterans and 
travel with us on teaching tours in the 
schools of Germany/Austria," he said.  
Flanagan also served two years in the 
United States during the Korean War as a 
Psychological Warfare Officer and an Air 
Force Base Commandant.  He considers 
his most memorable experience during 
this two-year tour of duty as "the capture 
of several of my fellow officers who were 
not freed until President Nixon re-
established diplomatic relations 20 years 
later in 1972."  Reflecting on his overall 
experience in the military, Flanagan said, 
"It's rare that we get the opportunity to 
save the life of another.  I never wanted 
to do that.  I guess I was just young 
enough not to do otherwise as 
emergencies arose." 
 
Flanagan retired in 1988 after 
representing the HUD Secretary on the 
Board of the National Institute of Building 

Science and guiding the 
development of a single model 
Building Code for State adoption.  
He has spent his retirement 
traveling with his wife and 
children to Ireland to visit other 
members of the Flanagan family.  
He and Virginia have also visited 
his "mother's relatives in 
Germany, buddies who lie with 
Patton in Luxembourg and the 
grave of his childhood playmate 
who was shot down over 
Holland."  Since Flanagan and 
Virginia both come from large 
extended families, they "have 
memorized the route between 
here and Chicago and their farm 
between Mount Vernon and 

Woodlawn, Illinois." 
 
Flanagan has two grandchildren, David 
and Irene Flanagan.  His grandchildren 
live and attend school near the Prince 
William Government Center which 
makes it possible for him and Virginia to 
be involved in all their activities.  
Flanagan also notes that he often travels 
"to Planning Commission meetings by 
way of their home (and where gasoline is 
usually 25 cents less expensive)." 
 
When asked how he learned that he is a 
descendant of the family of John 
Flennikan (Flanagan), a contemporary of 
Lord Fairfax and a signer of the first 
Declaration of Independence, the 1775 
M e c k l e n b u r g  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f 
Independence in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, Flanagan explained that "one of 
his three sisters took up genealogy when 
she married into the family made famous 
in Edna Ferber's novel So Big about a 
Dutch produce farm community south of 
Chicago."  He helped research records at 
the National Archives, which "provided 
documentation that now makes it possible 
for membership in the Daughters/Sons of 
the American Revolution."  "It also led to 
cemetery visits with many headstones for 
prior Earl Flanagans," he noted. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Flanagan (2nd from left) with two former liberated 
concentration camp slaves, who joined him and his 

fellow veterans in Germany on a teaching tour.  They 
are in the Nuremburg Museum and in the background 
is a picture of what was to become the Reichstag after 

Hitler won the war.  

August 8, 1943  - Flanagan at home on leave 
after two days in the Army 
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As reported in the last issue (August 2008) of the PC Communicator, the Planning Commission received 
62 nominations to amend the Comprehensive Plan under the 2008-2009 North County Area Plans 
Review (APR) process.  In addition, the Board of Supervisors directed that two Sully District Out-of-
Turn Plan Amendments (OTPA) be included in this process (for a total of 64 items).   

 
The four Supervisory Districts included in the northern portion of the county are:  Dranesville, Hunter Mill, Providence 
and Sully.  The APR process is designed to provide the public an opportunity to be involved in the land-use planning 
process in Fairfax County by suggesting revisions to the Comprehensive Plan that will (1) help the county better achieve the 
objectives of the Plan or (2) address land-use inequities or oversights. 
 
On September 25, 2008, the Planning Commission held a screening session to determine which nominations merited 
inclusion in the APR process based on consistency with adopted county policy and submission of adequate justification.  As 
shown in the following table, the Commission deferred 20 items to a special study and determined that 39 items were 
eligible for public hearing as follows: 
 
 

Nominations are currently being reviewed by the District APR Task Forces.  The current North County APR schedule is 
listed below.   

A summary of nominations by district as well as links to individual nominations can be found online at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/apr/2008northcounty/nominations/.  Future issues of the PC Communicator will provide 
more information on the North County APR public hearing schedule. 

District APR Items Withdrawn Forwarded to 
PH 

Not Forwarded Defer to 
Special Study 

Dranesville 17 1 16 N/A N/A 

Hunter Mill 27 0 6 N/A 21 

Providence 8 2 6 N/A N/A 

Sully 12 0 11 1 N/A 

Description Timeframe 
Task Force Meetings November 2008 ‐ February 2009 

Nomination Withdrawal Deadline March 6, 2009 

Review of Nominations Subject to VDOT Review Begins March 9, 2009 

Release of Staff and Task Force Reports April/May 2009 

Planning Commission Public Hearings & Markup 
(For nominations not subject to VDOT review) 

May 2009 

Board Public Hearings/Mark‐up 
(For nominations not subject to VDOT review) 

June/July 2009 

Planning Commission Public Hearings & Markup 
(On nominations reviewed by VDOT) To Be Determined 

Board Public Hearings & Mark‐up 
(On nominations reviewed by VDOT) To Be Determined 



6 

 

Roundtable UpdateRoundtable UpdateRoundtable Update   

Web site StatisticsWeb site StatisticsWeb site Statistics   

Commercial Revitalization Efforts – November/December 2008 
The current edition of the Planning Commission 
Roundtable highlights activities of the recently-
established Office of Community Revitalization and 
Reinvestment and its Board-appointed Advisory Group, 
including plans to make Fairfax County’s older 
commercial centers new again.  Joining Planning 
Commission Chairman Pete Murphy are: Barbara Byron, 
Director of the Office of Community Revitalization and 
Reinvestment; Dan McKinnon, Chairman of the 
Community Revitalization and Reinvestment Advisory Group; and 
Rodney Lusk, Lee District Planning Commissioner, for a discussion of 
the five Board-established Commercial Revitalization Districts and the 
two Revitalization areas which are set to undergo, or are currently 
undergoing, revitalization efforts. 
 
Tysons Land Use Task Force Report – October 2008 
This broadcast featured highlights of the recommendations of the 
Board-appointed Tysons Land Use Task Force, which has met for the 
past three years, to update the Comprehensive Plan for the 
development of the Tysons Corner area.  On September 22nd, the Task 

Force presented its report and recommendations to the Board of 
Supervisors.  Joining Planning Commission Chairman Pete 
Murphy on this program were his guests: Clark Tyler, Chairman 
of the Tysons Land Use Task Force; Stewart Schwartz, Executive 
Director of the Coalition for Smarter Growth; and Ken Lawrence, 
Providence District Planning Commissioner.  
 
Aging in Place through Universal Design – August/Sept. 2008 
This previous edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable 
discussed the concept of “aging in place,” changing county 

demographics, implications for the planning process and how 
universal design could make homes livable longer.  The program 
featured Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy and his guests:  
Jacquie Woodruff, Planner, Fairfax Area Agency on Aging; Eta Davis, 
Business Process Manager, Department of Public Works and 
Environmental Services; and Lee District Commissioner Rodney Lusk, 
Chair of the Commission’s Redevelopment and Housing Committee. 
 
For information on previous PC Roundtable programs, visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/roundtable.pdf.  

The Planning Commission Roundtable, a 30-minute panel discussion on Cox Cable Channel 16, is broadcast every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and 
Wednesday at 10:30 p.m. (if the Commission is not in session) and features various "experts" on land use-related issues of interest to county resi-
dents.  The PC Roundtable has covered more than 40 topics since its inception in 2003.  A summary of each broadcast is included on the Planning 
Commission Web site.   
 
The programs described below were originally broadcast from August – December 2008. They can be viewed via live video streaming during the 
scheduled Channel 16 broadcast with the most current broadcast available anytime via Video on Demand on the county’s Web site at: 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc_roundtable.htm.   

Visitors to Fairfax County’s Web site may 
have noticed more than just a few minor 
changes this month.  In an effort to make 
navigation easier for the public, the county 
launched a redesigned and improved Web 
page.  New color schemes, text size options 
and improved search capabilities are just a 
few of the changes made.  Every department 
Web page now features universal navigation 
links and tables, in an effort to standardize 
the look and feel of the entire county Web 
site.  
 
2008 Statistics for Planning Commission's 
Web site  
Overall, the Planning Commission's Web site 
received slightly fewer visitors in 2008 
compared to a similar timeframe in 2007.  
 
From January 1, 2008 to November 30, 2008, 
the Planning Commission's Web site received 
51,126 visits, down from 63,399 during the 

same timeframe in 2007.  (December 2008 
statistics were not available and therefore 
have not been factored into this tally.)  On 
average, the site was viewed 152 times per 
day. 
 
The top five pages viewed on the Web site 
were:  PC Homepage, Calendar and Agenda, 
Transit-Oriented Development Committee, 
Committees and Meeting Summaries. 
 
The department Web page continued to be 
accessed from abroad.  Visitors from 
Australia, Canada, China, Sweden and 
Switzerland were among the top five 
countries viewing the site, while 
domestically, individuals from as far west as 
California and Washington State linked to the 
site. 
 
 
 

Most Viewed Pages: 
1. Homepage 
2. Calendar and Agenda 
3. Transit-Oriented Development Committee  
4. Committees  
5. Meeting Summaries  
 
Top Visitors by State:  
1. California 
2. Virginia 
3. Washington 
4 Illinois 
5. New York 
 
Foreign Countries by Visit: 
1. Australia 
2. Canada 
3. China 
4. Sweden 
5. Switzerland 
 



7 

 

Four-Year Quarterly Comparison 
As shown in the table below, fewer Planning Commission meetings are consistently held during the third and fourth quarters (July 
through December) of each year due to the August recess and the holiday season.  Because more public hearings are held during the first 
two quarters of each year, there are generally more speakers during the first half of the year. 

The number of actions taken by the Planning Commission each quarter is less predictable due to the following two factors:  (1) "feature 
shown" public facility applications do not require public hearings and are handled during Commission Matters without the need for 
formal scheduling and (2) mark-up of Area Plans Review (APR) nominations occurs on a cyclical basis under the Comprehensive Plan 
review process.  For example, as noted by the asterisk (*), the higher number of actions during the second half of 2006 and 2008 occurred 
because the Commission’s mark-up session on the 2006 South County APR nominations occurred during the third quarter of 2006 and 
the high volume of FS applications acted on during the fourth quarter of 2008. 
 
In summary, as illustrated in the adjacent chart, the highest volume of land-
use actions taken by the Commission during the last four years occurred in 
2006, due to the South County APR process.  Although public hearings and 
the mark-up session on Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)-Related APR 
nominations occurred in 2008, that process did not significantly increase the 
volume of Commission actions since nominations were limited to property 
within the geographically defined BRAC study area.   
 
2008 Third and Fourth Quarter Activities 
The Planning Commission held 7 regular meetings during the third quarter of 2008 and 10 regular meetings during the fourth quarter.  
During these 17 meetings, the Commission heard testimony from 75 speakers, held public hearings on 56 land use applications and took 
action on 136 items.  Of the actions taken, 84 were on items not subject to public hearing (withdrawal of 1 land use application and 7 
BRAC APR nominations, action on 69 "feature shown" applications, and decisions on 7 items that were the subject of previous public 
hearings).   
 
District Breakdown 
During the second half of 2008, the Planning Commission took actions on more land-use applications located in the Mason District than 
in other districts.  The figure below depicts land-use activity for each district for July through December. 
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Actions 169 126 163 206 * 155 132 124 136 * 
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Committee Meetings: SeptemberCommittee Meetings: SeptemberCommittee Meetings: September---December 2008December 2008December 2008   

Land Use Process Review Committee 
Members: Peter Murphy, Frank de la Fe, 
Ken Lawrence, Earl Flanagan, Tim 
Sargeant 
 
The Land Use Process Review Committee 
was formally constituted on October 22nd 
with Peter Murphy elected as Committee 
Chair.  The Committee was established to 
review the county’s current land-use 
process timeline and address possible 
implications of Chapter 527 legislation. 
 
At the first meeting, the following items 
were discussed:  (1) proposed modifications 
to the current staff delivery report system, 
(2) changes to the zoning fee structure and 
(3) implications of lot width modifications 
on special exception (SE) applications. 
 
Donna McNeally, Assistant Director, 
Zoning Evaluation Division (ZED), 
Department of Planning and Zoning 
(DPZ), proposed that staff reports be 
delivered to the District Supervisor's Office 
or the Planning Commission Office in lieu 
of the current system of personal delivery 
during weeks when the Commission did 
not meet.  Following Committee 
concurrence, Barbara Lippa, Executive 
Director, Planning Commission Office, 
indicated that Commission staff would 
notify members when packages were sent 
to their respective Supervisor's Office.  
 
Commissioner Lawrence suggested 
implementing a sliding fee scale, based on 
the quantity and complexity of the 
questions in the proffer interpretation 
request.  Regina Coyle, Director, ZED, 
DPZ, noted that staff was also developing 
an idea for standard fees for all 
interpretation requests, which could 
increase depending on the circumstances.  
 
With regard to SE applications, the 
Committee suggested that staff create a 
standard development condition requiring 
applicants to provide a disclosure to future 
homeowners that any additions would be 
limited to what was shown on the plat.  
 
The next meeting of the Land Use Process 

Review Committee will be January 8, 2009, 
at 7 p.m.  
 
 
Environment Committee 
Members: Ken Lawrence, Tim Sargeant, 
Earl Flanagan, James Hart, Jay Donahue 
Alternates: Frank de la Fe, Walter Alcorn, 
Rodney Lusk 
 
The Environment Committee held five 
meetings during the months of September 
through December.  On September 18th, 
the Committee discussed criteria for 
proposed regulations on extending riparian 
buffers upstream of Resource Protection 
Areas (RPAs). 
 
Judith Cronauer, Department of Public 
Works and Environmental Services 
(DPWES), discussed recommended criteria 
such as buffer width, preservation and 
re fores ta t ion .  
She presented 
two options for 
w o r k g r o u p 
i n v o l v e m e n t :  
(1) staff would 
p r e s e n t 
information on 
the stakeholder 
feedback and research and the workgroup 
would establish a list of options or (2) staff 
would evaluate research and stakeholder 
feedback and establish a list of options for 
the workgroup.  Following discussion, the 
Committee chose the second option and set 
up workshops for October 15th and 23rd.  
 
At the October 15th meeting, following a 
PowerPoint presentation, Ms. Cronauer 
fielded questions from Chairman Hart and 
Stella Koch, Chair of the Environmental 
Quality Advisory Council (EQAC), 
regarding drainage topics. After discussing 
advertising options and proposed language, 
Koch noted that the primary goal of the 
project was to protect county streams.  
Michael Rolband, President of Wetland 
Studies and Solutions, Inc., pointed out that 
stormwater management regulations would 
need to be revised in order to achieve that 
goal. 

 
Recommendations concerning buffer 
width, reforestation, preservation and 
permitted uses were discussed at the 
October 23rd meeting.   Buffer width was 
recommended as a fixed width of no less 
than 35 feet (in some cases, 50 feet), subject 
to consultation with the County Attorney’s 
Office.  Some of the permitted uses would 
include water quality benefits, tree 
preservation and space for trails and paths.  
The group also recommended requiring 
reforestation starting at 2,500 square feet 
disturbance as a starting point.  
 
At the November 13th meeting, Cronauer 
presented the stakeholder and workgroup 
recommendations to the Committee via 
PowerPoint presentation regarding the 
following topics: How far to go upstream, 
mapping options, buffer width, permitted 
uses and preservation and reforestation.   
 
 
Policy and Procedures Committee 
Members: Janet Hall, Walter Alcorn, Ken 
Lawrence, Suzanne Harsel, James Hart 
Alternates: Tim Sargeant, Earl Flanagan 
 
The Policy and Procedures Committee met 
on September 24th to discuss possible 
amendments to the county’s mobile and 
land-based telecommunications Zoning 
Ordinance regulations.  
 
Lorrie Kirst, Deputy Zoning Administrator, 
Zoning Administrative Division (ZAD), 
DPZ, explained staff’s justification for 
proposing revisions to Section 2-514 of the 
Zoning Ordinance.  She noted that the 
recommendations were based on the 
suggestions received from the two ad hoc 
meetings over the summer held by 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  M u r p h y  w i t h 
telecommunications representatives, 
citizens and staff to discuss the proposed 
changes. 
 
Fielding questions from Commissioners 
Lawrence and de la Fe, Ms. Kirst discussed 
pole heights and panel antenna heights.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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Jim Michal, Esquire, with Jackson & 
Campbell, PC, noted that Loudoun and 
Prince William Counties allowed taller 
antennas to accommodate new services.  
 
The Committee also discussed: ground 
mounted antennas, antenna types, Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) 
regulations and future installation of 
antennas on buildings of certain height.  
 
The Committee endorsed staff 
recommendations and the Planning 
Commission concurred on September 25th.    
 
Tysons Corner Committee 
Members: Walter Alcorn, Frank de la Fe, 
Jay Donahue, Ken Lawrence, Rodney Lusk 
 
The first meeting of the Tysons Corner 
Committee was held on November 6th 
where Commissioner Walter Alcorn was 
elected Committee Chair.  Chairman 
Alcorn explained that the Committee had 
been formed at the request of the Board of 
Supervisors to develop Comprehensive 
Plan text, Area Wide recommendations 
and Plan Text elements and to review the 
Tysons Land Use Task Force's 
recommendations for the development of 
the Tysons Corner area.  He also noted that 
the Committee would coordinate with 
George Barker, Vice Chairman of the 
Tysons Land Use Task Force, who was 
chairing a Task Force Subcommittee to 
review Plan text. 
 
Committee Chairman Alcorn indicated 
that three issues would be discussed 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  A r e a  W i d e 
recommendations: infrastructure, the parks 
and open space master plan and 
environmental stewardship.  
 
On November 19th, the Committee 
received briefings on the Tysons Land Use 
Task Force findings, the George Mason 
University Center for Regional Analysis 
Study and an update from the Planning and 
Transportation staff. Clark Tyler, Chairman 
of the Tysons Land Use Task Force, focused 

on four recommendations from the Task 
Force based on input from the community: 
creating a people-focused urban setting, 
redesigning the transportation network, 
increasing emphasis on the environment 
and promotion of “green” buildings and 
developing an implementation authority to 
achieve the vision.  
 
Sterling Wheeler, Planning Division, DPZ, 
reviewed the George Mason University 
forecast and confirmed the projected 
numbers for development and job growth. 
He said the study provided validation that 
the Task Force vision could be 
implemented by 2050.  
 
At three meetings in December (4, 11 and 
17), the Commissioners gathered to hear 
from landowners and interested citizens 
concerning future plans for Tysons.  
 
Aaron Georgelas, representing the 
Georgelas Group, presented information at 
the December 4th meeting on a project 
called the Plaza at Tysons Metro West,  
seeking to redevelop a portion of land in 
the vicinity of Route 7 and Springhill Road. 
He indicated their preference to obtain 
approvals expeditiously so construction 
could begin in 2011.  
 
Keith Turner, West*Group, laid out plans 
for Tysons East and West*Park.  He noted 
that Tysons East would be developed over 
42 acres and include an enhanced urban 
park, an amphitheater, plaza and space for 
civic use. Westpark, approximately 100 
acres, would include residential, 
commercial and civic uses.  Turner also 
indicated that with appropriate density, an 
8-10 acre urban park was possible, as well 
as a performing arts center and magnet 
school.  
 
Greg Riegle, Esquire, McGuire Woods, 
represented Kimpton, owner and operator 
of boutique-type hotels.  Riegle said the 
area of Route 123/Leesburge Pike/Watson 
Street was under consideration by this 
developer and that the proposal had been 
designed according to Task Force 
recommendations.  

At the December 11th meeting, 
presentations were made by Vienna Mayor 
Jane Seeman, Ted Alexander, representing 
the Greater Tysons Citizens Coalition, 
Mark Zetts, McLean Citizens Association 
Land Use Chair, Irv Auerbach, 
representing the Lewinsville Coalition, and 
Sally Liff, a resident at the Rotunda 
Condominiums. Each agreed on the need 
to phase growth, insure availability of 
appropriate infrastructure, and prevent 
undue impact on existing residential areas. 
 
On December 17th, more than 35 
presentations were made by citizens and 
landowners continuing the themes heard at 
the previous two meetings. 
 
Information presented at these December 
meetings can be located on the Tyson’s 
page on the Commission’s website. 
 
“Committee of the Whole” with the Fairfax 
County History Commission 
Nine members of the Planning Commission 
met with the Fairfax County History 
Commission on October 30th to discuss the 
proposed Heritage Resources Plan 
Amendment scheduled for public hearing 
on November 20th.  
 
Robert Beach, Chairman of the History 
Commission, said that the Board of 
Supervisors had authorized the Plan 
Amendment to update information 
pertaining to Heritage Resources in the 
Comprehensive Plan. The Heritage 
Resources section of the Plan had been 
updated in 2002, but the Inventory of 
Historical Sites and related text had not 
been updated since 1994.  
 
Laurie Turkawski, Historian, DPZ, said 
that the inventory was a community-
driven list with nominations recommended 
by citizens. According to Turkawski, 
proposed changes were countywide and 
included changes at the Area, Planning 
District and Planning Sector levels.  
 
The proposed amendment was 
recommended for approval by the Planning 
Commission at its December 4th meeting. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman 
Springfield District 
 
Walter L. Alcorn, Vice-Chairman 
At-Large 
 
Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary 
Braddock District 
 
Frank A. de la Fe. Parliamentarian 
Hunter Mill District 
 
Earl L. Flanagan 
Mount Vernon 
 
Janet R. Hall 
Mason District 
 
James R. Hart 
At-Large 
 
Jay P. Donahue 
Dranesville District 
 
John L. Litzenberger, Jr. 
Sully District 
 
Kenneth A. Lawrence 
Providence District 
 
Rodney L. Lusk 
Lee District 
 
Timothy J. Sargeant 
At-Large 

The following staff contributed to this  
issue of the Planning Communicator: 
 
Kara DeArrastia    
Sara Robin Ransom 
Barbara Lippa   
Christopher Remer   

This publication will be made 
available in alternative formats 
upon request.  Please call 703-
324-2865 (V), 703-324-7951 
(TTY).  Please allow seven days 
for the preparation of material.  

Fairfax County  
Planning Commission 
12000 Government Center Pkwy. 
Suite 330 
Fairfax, VA 22035 
Phone: 703-324-2865 
TTY: 703-324-7951 
Fax: 703-324-3948 
E-mail: plancom@fairfaxcounty.gov 

A PUBLICATION 
OF FAIRFAX 

COUNTY,   
VIRGINIA 

At its December 8, 2008 meeting, the Board of Supervisors 
reappointed three Planning Commissioners for four-year 
terms.  At-Large Commissioner Walter Alcorn was reappointed 
to his fourth term.  Dranesville District Commissioner Jay 
Donahue was appointed to his first four-year  term,  hav ing 
completed the one-year balance remaining on the term of his predecessor.  Providence 
District Commissioner Ken Lawrence was reappointed to his second four-year term.  The 
reappointed members will be sworn-in at the Commission meeting on Thursday, January 8, 
2009, by Clerk of the Circuit Court, John Frey.  All three terms will expire at the end of 
December, 2012.   
 

Congratulations to At-Large Commissioner Tim Sargeant on his recent 
appointment by Governor Kane as a member of the Board of Visitors of 
Gunston Hall.  Gunston Hall Plantation is located on 550 acres in 
Fairfax County and was the home of George Mason.  It is a National 
Historic Landmark built circa 1755-1760 and exemplifies colonial 
Georgian architecture with its elaborate interior carvings and elegant 
design.  For more information on Gunston Hall, link to http://
www.gunstonhall.org/. 

 
 

Congratulations to Planning Commission 
Assistant Director Sara Robin Ransom 

(formerly Hardy) on her September 29th 
marriage to Chris Ransom, Senior Pricing Analyst 

with Continental Airlines in Houston, Texas.  Robin and 
Chris both attended West Springfield High School where they 
were high school sweethearts.  Chris, a Texas A&M graduate, 
retired from Continental two weeks ago after 31 years of 
service.  The Ransoms (shown in the photo to the right) recently completed a four-day drive 
from Houston to Virginia in a U-Haul truck to move Chris to Virginia.  
 
 

Congratulations to former Planning Commission employee 
Laura Espiritu on the birth of her third child.  Caden Walter 
Espiritu was born at 8:13 a.m. on November 13, 2008. 
 

 
 

AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements   

A new feature, verbatims of Commission 
actions taken in 2008, is now 
available in the searchable records 
on the Planning Commission 
Web site.  This will implement a 

2007 recommendation of the Board-appointed Land Use Accessibility 
Advisory Group, chaired by At-Large Commissioner Walter Alcorn, to 
improve the delivery of land use information to the public via the county’s Web site. 


