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January 27, 2010 
Hello and Good evening, 
 
My name is Michael Bogasky, President of the Rotonda Condominium Unit 
Owners Association. 
 
I represent approximately 3000 homeowners for the Rotonda’s 1168 units in the 
center of Tysons Corner. 
 
I am here to respond to the plans for Greensboro Drive that affect the Rotonda. 
 
Let me specific: 
 
We are concerned that our quality of life could be negatively impacted by taking 
Rotonda property to widen Greensboro Drive at any point between Westpark and 
Spring Hill Road and I want to emphasize a few important points: 

 The Rotonda was built and developed in 1977/78 on 33 acres of land with 
five residential high rise and one low rise buildings with recreational and 
parking facilities to accommodate all residents and their guests. 

 

 Contrary to what is on the plan, there should be no parking on Greensboro 

Drive between Westpark and Spring Hill Road on the Rotonda side of the 
street.   
 
The amount of traffic and types of buildings along Greensboro Drive are 
such that street parking does not work for traffic flow.   
 
It seems at cross purposes to take parking away from Rotonda residents in 
our five residential buildings to create street parking where those same 
residents would have to park. 

 

 The Rotonda is unique with its green space and a tree canopy in the Tysons 
Corner  area.  Our green space and our trees are provided at the Rotonda’s 
own expense - at a total annual cost for landscaping of approximately 
$120,000.  

 

 Our front gate was designed as the heart of our property.  It is the aesthetic 
focal point, but also the main portal.  The Greensboro Drive entrance is the 
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location that carries our address and most guests, deliveries, taxis, moving 
vans, and contractors etc. enter at this point. 
 

 Changing this entrance way would create a traffic back log on to 
Greensboro Drive   
 

 Wide public sidewalks are not needed on the stretch of Greensboro 
between Westpark and Spring Hill Road because most of the walking would 
be on the other side of Greensboro Drive.  The Rotonda currently has 
internal walkways.  Walkers do not need to use public sidewalks.   
 

 Any use of land for improvements should come from the other side of the 

street owned by the developers who will profit in the new development, 
not from the Rotonda residential owners. 
 

 Parking lanes and a median in the middle of the road are not needed 
between Westpark and Spring Hill Road.  We provide ample parking for our 
residents and guests and feel that street parking on the Rotonda side of 
Greensboro would only be an obstruction to traffic flow. 

 
The cost of change along the Rotonda Greensboro Drive frontage in eminent 
domain would be very high – not only in terms of the land valuation, but in the 
cost of moving the gatehouse, trees, fences, and internal roads and relocating 
infrastructure pipes and cabling for Rotonda telecommunications and cable 
companies. 
 
Rotonda residents would also suffer loss of property and property value because 
Rotonda units have been sold as part of a unique setting that includes a spacious 
entrance and landscaping. 
 
There would undoubtedly be some loss of space and privacy as well, with the 
street and main gate moving closer to the residential units and new traffic 
congestion and noise patterns. 
 
The County has already utilized its eminent domain authority to obtain Rotonda 
land along Spring Hill Road.  Previously the County planners and the Rotonda 
agreed to the current alignment of Greensboro Drive and the retaining wall. 
 



3 
 

We urge the County planners to follow the path set out in Strawman III on page 
203 of the 1/15/2010 draft under Redevelopment Options in Subarea 1:  
Rotonda/Post Neighborhoods, “The vision for Subarea 1 is to preserve and 
enhance the residential area on the west side of International Drive (the 
Rotonda).”   
 
And, in addition, we urge you to include the following language in the plan:   
 
“Street improvements and dedications in the vicinity of the Rotonda should, to 
the extent practical, be designed to avoid impacting the existing tree canopy, 
mature vegetation, and passive and open space of the Rotonda.” 
 
In the past six months, I have led the Rotonda’s effort to maintain our Greensboro 
Drive frontage.  I have received many letters from residents who are worried 
about the impact of changes to the Rotonda property along Greensboro Drive. 
 
Beginning with my letter to Richard Stevens and Timothy Ramey on June 15, 2009 
and continuing with several meetings with County representatives I have made 
the Rotonda’s case.  Just this week I met with Linda Smyth and other County 
representatives to discuss the Rotonda’s position and to express our concern 
about potential alterations to our property. 
 
Throughout the process I have emphasized that our goal is not to object to the 
progress in Tysons, but our goal is to maintain the Rotonda frontage on 
Greensboro Drive and to maintain our quality of life. 
 
Let the vision of a Tysons urban center continue, but not at the expense of the Rotonda 
Condominiums and our homes. 
 
Thank you. 
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