
Thank you for giving me the chance to speak tonight. 

I am here representing the Tyson’s Townhomes Association.  I live on Raglan Rd. 

I’m here to ask you to either strike or change the working in the sentence on page 187 referencing the 
one or two fields in Raglan Park Road.  It states: 

This area is also planned... One or two athletic fields and other local-serving recreational uses 
should be provided at Raglan Road Park.  
 
Either strike this sentence or change ‘should be’ with ‘may be’. 
 
To give you a little bit of background about me, I’m a walker.  I’ve walked to the Vienna Giant, 
down to the Hilton at the bottom of Westpark, to Petco, and the Sheraton.  I know Tyson’s very 
well.  And I get tired of walking on pavement, and enveloped by the traffic noise.  Raglan Rd 
Park offers a reprieve from all that.  I was gone for 4 or 5 years in college in Colorado.  I left 
when that 600 acre parcel of land between Rt 123 and the then Dulles Access had the Rotunda 
and the Holiday in buried in forest.  I returned to a canyon land of buildings.  I was in shock.   
 
Raglan Rd Park offers the last vestiges of what Tyson’s used to look like.  Its denizen include 
deer, fox, countless birds including four types of woodpeckers, hawks and countless birds.  It’s 
also very hilly and swampy along the creek.  I don’t know how you would put one field in there 
without cutting down a lot of trees and leveling the land.  I’m not against fields, I’ve played 
soccer, lacrosse and even rugby, I just don’t want to see the expense of taking away what little 
forest we have left in Fairfax county. 
 
This sentence contradicts the 2007 Edition Fairfax County Parks and recreation description of 
Raglan Rd Park as an Environmental Quality area on page 75.  It also contradicts the Board of 
Supervisors attempt to increase the tree canopy of the county from 40% to 45% by planting  2.6 
million trees by 2035.  The beltway has already taken down 158 acres of trees.  The fields would 
challenge this effort as well. 
 
I like progress.  I’m into “Who Moved my Cheese”.  But sometimes progress can be detrimental. 
 
Kent Gladstone 


