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Distance from a Metro station for the purposes of calculating allowable intensity and the
associated parking ratios (as described in Table 6 in the Transportation section) in the TOD
Districts should be determined for each Tier by a circle centered on the primary public entrance
to a station. Each Metro station in Tysons has two primary entrances, one on either side of Route
7 or Route 123. The point of measurement from an entrance should generally be the base of the
escalator, as established during the initial construction of the station.

In order to achieve the recommended intensity, the walk to and from the closest station
entrance to all of the buildings within a development proposal should be convenient, safe, and
pleasant. As used here, convenient means direct, easy, and not overly long. Safe means
protected from motorized traffic, well lit, and activated by the presence of other people.
Pleasant means the walking experience is in an interesting, high quality environment.

Projects that include areas of different intensity recommendations should have an overall
intensity that is based on the proportion of land area associated with each intensity
recommendation. The resulting development pattern should generally conform to the goal of
locating the highest intensities closest to transit. In addition, proposed intensities should be
consistent with the urban scale and character that is envisioned for the area.

To encourage public-private partnerships, when building space is provided for a public
facility, the floor area of the facility should not be counted toward a development’s allowable
FAR.

Intensity alone will not create a livable, vibrant Tysons; a mix of land uses, public
facilities, civic uses, parks, and infrastructure must also be in place. The recommended
intensities are conditional and contingent upon these livability factors being provided in a
manner that is phased appropriately with development. These components of a healthy
community will help attract new residents to Tysons and enhance the quality of life for residents.
The provision of this civic infrastructure will be the responsibility of both the private and public
sectors.  Specific needs for Tysons are addressed in the sections on Transportation,
Environmental Stewardship, Public Facilities, and Urban Design, as well as the District
Recommendations.

Rezoning applications seeking a redevelopment option will be evaluated for conformance
with all of the guidance provided in the Comprehensive Plan, including the Major Elements of
the Plan. These elements are listed in the Vision for Tysons section, and detailed guidance on
each element are located in the Areawide Recommendations.

Initial Development Level

To implement the first 20 year increment of the ultimate vision for Tysons, the total
amount of office uses built and approved in the entire urban center should not exceed an initial
development level of 45 million square feet. This amount is the office component of the high
forecast for the year 2030 prepared for Fairfax County in 2008 by George Mason University’s
Center for Regional Analysis. Office floor area that should be counted toward the initial
development level includes all existing office buildings and any office development that is
approved through a proffered rezoning, a special exception, or a by-right site plan. Office floor
area reserved for public facility bonuses should also be counted toward the initial development
level.
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