
Comments for Fairfax County Planning Commission’s Tysons Corner Committee Meeting 
Thursday, March 11, 2010 @7pm 

 
Chris French 
3172 Stratford Court 
Oakton, VA 22124 
 
 
Good evening and thank you for the opportunity to share my comments on the Draft Tyson’s Plan 

Amendment. 

 

My name is Chris French.  I’ve been a Fairfax County resident my entire life.  I currently live in Oakton 

with my wife and two children.  I’m speaking today on my own behalf as a citizen of this County.  But I 

hope that you will hear my comments and understand that there are many, many other individuals who 

share my views. 

 

I drive my bike to work every day to my office in Tysons Corner (at the intersection of Greensboro and 

Westpark).  My commute takes me through the neighborhood streets of Vienna to the south of Tysons.  I 

enter Tysons each day on Old Courthouse Road with a steady stream of car commuters, turn left onto 

Gosnell Road, continue down the hill to its intersection with Route 7, cross Route 7 onto Westpark Drive 

and continue to my office’s parking garage. 

 

Once in Tyson’s I am, obviously, either a pedestrian or a cyclist, and use both means to access local 

shopping and services on the surrounding streets – Harris Teeter, the Tyson’s Corner Mall, the shops of 

Pike 7 Plaza, etc.   On occasion, I drive my bike on Gallows Road en route to either the W&OD Trail or 

the Dunn Loring Metro. 

 

I’m sure you’re aware that Supervisor Cook’s recently stated “I don't believe a bicycle is a transportation 

device. I think it's a recreation device.”  I hope this committee recognizes the absurdity of that statement.  

I am a utilitarian cyclist.  I am a transportation cyclist.  The daily trips I described accounted for more than 

3,000 miles on last year alone. 

 

I strongly support the bicycle provisions outlined in the plan and the on-road bicycle facilities it describes.  

If implemented they would make great strides towards making Tyson’s Corner a more walkable and 

bikeable community.  I cannot tell you how many people I’ve met that work in the Tyson’s Corner area 

who tell me they would love to bike to work but are terrified at the mere thought what that last ½ mile 

would require.  Combined with the guidelines for employers to provide parking and shower facilities, the 

bicycle plan provisions could move a significant number of commuters out of their cars and onto their 

bikes and feet. 

 



I imagine that there will be challenges to these provisions as “right of way” is needed to provide the 

necessary infrastructure.  In fact already tonight we have heard such arguments from some residents of 

the Rotunda complex against the use of the right of way on that property for bike lanes on Greensboro 

Drive.  My office is kitty-corner to the Rotunda on Greensboro Drive and I am familiar with that property.  

In the long run, good bicycle and pedestrian access will serve property owners in the Rotunda – as well 

as the rest of Tysons - well, as it will make these properties an integral part of walkable, bikeable, liveable 

Tyson’s Corner and a more desirable place to live for both current and future residents.  I strongly 

encourage the committee to hold fast to the bicycle facilities included in the plan. 

 

I feel the plan is lacking in some regards and I feel additional or stronger bicycle provisions are required in 

the following cases.   

 

• First; the Route 7 – Route 123 interchange poses a major barrier to both pedestrian and bicycle 

traffic within and through Tyson’s Corner.  For all of my walking and biking in Tyson’s, I’ve never 

seriously entertained the prospect of transversing that intersection in any direction.  The lack of 

on-road bicycle and pedestrian facilities at that intersection would seem to me to be an 

insurmountable obstacle in the goal of making Tyson’s more walkable and bikeable.  This 

obstacle also prevents the use of bicycles for short trips of 2 miles or less – a situation where they 

excel as a transportation option. 

• Second; as Rt 7 and Rt 123 extend out away from this intersection north, south, east, and west, 

they prevent better bicycle connections to the surrounding communities (McLean, Pimmit Hills, 

Falls Church, Vienna, Lewinsville). 

• Third, and last, I would like to see far more funds devoted to the bicycle, pedestrian, and transit 

connections I’ve mentioned and far less on the major road improvements discussed in the plan.  

These so-called improvements will only increase the amount of automobile traffic in Tysons and 

work against the other beneficial provisions of the plan. 

 

Thank you very much for your time. 


