Tim Smith

Remarks for March 11 meeting by Tim Smith, representing the ownership of the
Commons of McLean apartments on Anderson Road:

First, we want to thank the members of the Tysons Committee and the Tysons Task Force
for their dedicated efforts over the past few years to develop a workable plan to transform
Tysons into a successful and vibrant mixed-use community. This is a great achievement.

However, we would call into question a new concept that appears in the current draft of
the Comprehensive Plan. The Plan text has new language that reads as follows:

“... if the portion of the McLean Commons within the Anderson Subdistrict is to
redevelop, the minimum affordable/workforce housing to be provided in the
redevelopment should be a one for one replacement of residential units considered
affordable/workforce units.”

We believe that this provision places an unfair burden, not just on the Commons, but also
on the ownership of any older multi-family project in Tysons which, by virtue of the fact
that it charges rents below those of newer properties becomes de facto
affordable/workforce housing. Why should owners of older properties be penalized? We
believe the same guidelines for affordable or workforce units should apply to all
properties being redeveloped in accordance with the new Comprehensive Plan.

We respectfully ask the Tysons Committee to reconsider its position on this issue.



