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Remarks, As Given, of March 17, 2010 

 
Good Evening.  I am David Lee.  I own a unit at The Rotonda 
Condominium Complex, of about 3,000 residents, on Greensboro Drive 
between Westpark Drive and Spring Hill Road.  

For more than 16 years my Job Title was “Planning Engineer” – so your 
Committee has my utmost sympathy for the challenges it faces.  Back then, 
I thought there was nothing more complex than the planning Department of 
Defense Telecommunications Networks.  Now, after 10 years of owning a 
lovely unit at The Rotonda, and serving on a number of its committees, I 
fully appreciate that there is far more complexity in the Use of Common, 
Real Facilities. 

I am most concerned about the Operational and Safety Issues related to 
proposed expansion of Greensboro Drive between Westpark and Spring 
Hill -- perhaps because of my 32 years in an organization that consistently 
won Top, National, Safety Awards [1.].  Here are five points: 
 

1.   Around our Gates, there is just enough room to maneuver guest 
vehicles, delivery trucks, and emergency vehicles – such as Ten-
Story, Tower, Fire Trucks.  Moving our curb back would back-up 
additional traffic problems onto Greensboro Drive. 
 

2.   Spaces that may appear to be lightly-used are an essential 
turnaround for snow removal and paving treatment [2.].   
 

3.   It would be ludicrous to add a Parking Lane to the North side of 
Greensboro Drive -- on a steep hill, against our fine Iron Fence.  The 
steep hill increases the effort required to close driver’s doors in 
the face of passing traffic and the Iron Fence encourages Jay 
Walking across Greensboro.  The creation of such a lane would be 
dangerous, it would slow traffic in the remaining lanes, and remove 
mature Tree Canopy. 
 

4.   Wide public sidewalks are not needed on the North side of 
Greensboro between Westpark and Spring Hill because most of what 
walking there is would be on the other side of Greensboro.  The hill is 



too steep for Ladies, Dress Heels and those of us who are not 
perfectly fit.  The Rotonda currently has internal walkways.  Our 
walkers do not need to use public sidewalks.   
 

5.   Some consideration might be given to a Level, Elevated Walkway 
over the intersection with Spring Hill – onward to the Metro Station 
and starting back where the grade is higher – both on the South side 
of Greensboro  and inside our fence. 
 

If you have studied real estate ads for years, you have seen that The 
Rotonda has become a very-special asset to Tyson’s Corner because of its 
unique combination of affordability, space, and access to its internal 
services and to tree canopy.  We have a lot to offer the New Tyson’s 
Corner.  Ours is a wonderful combination -- that would suffer significantly 
from any further infringement. 
  
Also, I believe the above five considerations support our President Mike 
Bogasky’s well-thought-out, very-substantial remarks of January 27.  
 
Thank You for your attention.  You should come visit us sometime.  If you 
come on a clear day at Sunset,  I’ll show you a Great Sunset over the Blue 
Ridge Mountains – 35 miles away [3.]. 
 

  Wtä|w _A _xx 
 
Footnotes: 
 
[1.]  The old Bell Telephone System 
 
[2.]  The last time we tried to improve the efficiency of resurfacing by 
reducing availability of turnaround space, it was a disaster -- with our cars 
parked across Greensboro in private lots. 
 
[3.]  D. L. Lee, 703 356 2558. 
 


