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June 21, 2012

Chairman Alcorn, members of the Tysons Committee and County staff, my name is Christian

Deschauer and I am the Director of Government Relations for the Fairfax County Chamber of
Commerce. I want to thank you for your hard work over the past year and also for holding this
public meeting tonight.

The Fairfax Chamber represents over 600 Fairfax County businesses, hundreds of which are
located directly in Tysons Corner. We’re proud to have 6 of the Fortune 500 companies
headquartered in Fairfax County as members and just as small businesses drive the nation’s
economy, they also drive the Fairfax Chamber. Of our 600 members, 80% are small businesses.

Having just received the straw man last week we have not yet had the opportunity to collect
feedback on this specific proposal from the hundreds of Tysons businesses we represent. We
understand the Planning Commission’s need to forward a recommendation to the Board of
Supervisors and we pledge that we will continue to work over the next few months to get
feedback from the entire Tysons business community that will be shared with the Board of
Supervisors.

While we will continue to review the plan over the coming weeks there are a few things the
Fairfax Chamber would like to put on the record tonight on behalf of the entire business
community:

e Page 3, lines 78 and 79. We propose adding “businesses” to the list of stakeholders to be
engaged in a proactive and concerted effort to lobby and secure funds for Tysons from
the state and federal governments. Missing from the current list are the thousands of
Tysons Corner businesses who drive our local and state economies through their BPOL,
sales and income taxes but don’t necessarily own land.

e The business community supports putting a hard cap on the Table 7 inventory of
infrastructure improvements. Virginia is consistently ranked as the best state in the nation
to do business in part because our state and local governments provide certain and
predictable environments in which businesses can prosper. We must continue that
tradition and provide developers and land owners with certainty as they transform Tysons
Corner. The only way to do that is to cap Table 7 and we ask you to add that to your
recommendation before it’s sent to the Board of Supervisors.

e The County should review the current list of proffer requirements and reconsider some
for possible reduction of scope. For example, the athletic field requirements could be
reviewed to see if there are more cost effective ways to provide fields for future Tysons
residents. It may be ideal to have twenty fields built inside Tysons, but as the private



sector transportation costs come into focus we should look for ways to help developers
reduce costs elsewhere. Relaxing the requirement that every field has to be built within
Tysons would help reduce costs without changing the vision set forth in the
comprehensive plan. Thoughtful reductions in selected areas could be re-invested in
priority transportation improvements, which are arguably the most important investment
for the success of Tysons Corner.

We all share a common goal: transform Tysons Corner into a vibrant, world-class urban center.
In doing so, we must always remember that the economic vitality of Tysons hinges on a plan that
entices landowners and developers to reinvest in the community and incentivizes corporate users
to remain here.



