
 
Kathryn Woods 
9212 White Chimney Lane 
Great Falls, VA 22066 
 
     June 20, 2012 
 
The Honorable  
Walter Alcorn 
Chairman, Tysons Committee 
Fairfax County Planning Commission 
12000 Government Center Parkway 
Fairfax, VA 22035 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman, 
 
With respect to the Planning Commission Tysons Committee’s request for 
comments on the draft Strawman Recommendations to the Board on Certain 
Tysons-related Activities, I offer the following input. 
 
I applaud the Planning Commission Tysons Committee’s efforts to develop 
a financial plan that ensures a fair and equitable sharing of Tysons costs and 
benefits among different stakeholders. However, I do not believe that the 
draft document and public disclosures to date fully reflect such a balanced 
position. 
 
The Board of Supervisors has said that the Tysons Comprehensive Plan was 
approved to provide an engine of economic growth and generate revenues 
that would help to offset residential tax increases in the years to come. Both 
the public and private sectors would have to make considerable 
commitments in order to achieve this goal, and the extent and nature of these 
commitments need to more fully be communicated to all stakeholders. 
 
Although the PCTC has done an excellent job of detailing costs to the 
private sector, we have not seen the same degree of clarity as to the impact 
of this financial plan on the County’s residential taxpayers – specifically, 
forecasted tax rates, the financial risks taxpayers will be exposed to, and any 
contingencies that threaten the County’s ability to get a reasonable return on 
that investment. For instance, in the event that targets for commercial growth 
are not reached, construction costs outstrip inflation or state and federal 



funding do not materialize as anticipated, clearer consequences need to be 
articulated as to private and public responsibilities. 
 
Thus, I respectfully request that the County fully disclose residential 
taxpayer costs and risks, and I ask for the inclusion of more precise language 
protecting the public interest in order to make the recommended plan one 
that is fair and balanced for all Tysons stakeholders.   
 
Finally, I support the call by the McLean Citizen’s Association in its letter 
dated May 15, 2012 for a series of public forums to openly address these 
considerations before the Board of Supervisors reaches any funding 
decisions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kathryn Woods 
 
 
cc:  Supervisor John Foust 
       Planning Commissioners 
 


