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The Mayor's Office 

Two years ago the Vienna Town Council submitted a letter to the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors stating that we believed the Planning Commission's recommendation that included a 
20-year planning horizon with its interim density targets was a sound approach to Tysons' 
success. 

A Washington Post editorial called this approach 'prudent planning.' It goes on to say that 
'peering 40 years into the future is a fanciful exercise at best.' 

Now it appears that the goal posts have been moved. We are now, once again, looking at a 40-
year horizon and 113 million square feet of development. 

Much has to happen on many fronts for the transformation of Tysons to be successful. 
Transportation improvements and public facilities such as parks and schools must be developed 
in tandem with development. Committing to maximum density without knowing these answers 
would be a perilous course. 

Vienna citizens are also Fairfax County citizens and as such will be sharing the financing of the 
transportation improvement outside the Tysons-wide area. But Vienna citizens will be have an 
additional burden-that of increased traffic. 

We are encouraged that there is a recommendation for transportation improvements to be 
monitored and amended on an annual basis and that there be public hearings. 

We are also encouraged that there is a recommendation for a 5-year review to ensure that the 
funding levels are keeping pace with construction spending and construction timing. 

Lastly, the comment I hear from people is very basic: where do we park to take the Metro? 
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