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It is the thesis of many citizens that since the Tysons landowners and developers will reap the profits
from the redevelopment effort, they should pay for most of the new infrastructure. The original County
staff proposal for funding the transportation infrastructure placed most of the burden for funding on the
public purse, presumably the County taxpayers. The cost estimate for Tysons transit, some $374 million,
was entirely the taxpayers’ responsibility, even though the need for the new transit comes from this
same redevelopment.

One way to provide the needed transit would be to establish a private jitney service. Such a service is
used successfully in a number of different cities in different countries. In the United States, Atlantic City,
New Jersey has had a private jitney service for nearly a century. It is still going on today as part of the
Atlantic City system, complementing publicly funded transit service. New Jersey Transit tends to have
routes that bring people between Atlantic City and other cities, both neighboring Atlantic City and
farther away. The Atlantic City Jitney Association (ACJA) has 4 routes within Atlantic City, plus routes
from the train station to the casinos. Still other bus services provide for special needs people.

The ACJA is comprised of 190 individually owner-operated vehicles. The current fare is $2.25 for the
general rider on the general routes through the City, with reductions for frequent riders and seniors.
Special routes between the train station and the casinos are subsidized by the casinos. The jitney
vehicles are 13-seat minibuses. In 1998, New Jersey Transit transferred the routes from the train station
to the casinos to the private jitney service, and at that time public money was used to buy new buses as
an inducement to take on the routes.

Serious consideration should be given to establishing a private jitney service to provide the needed
transit within the Tysons area, taking passengers to businesses and train stations. PS: many hotels and
some other businesses provide shuttle service for their customers to and from an airport. There is no
reason the Tysons businesses cannot participate in a similar service.



