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Chairman Alcorn and members of the Tysons Corner Committee, my name is Christian Deschauer
and I am the Director of Government Relations for the Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce.. I am here
before you to share the Chamber’s statement on the funding of transportation improvements in Tysons
Corner.

Tysons Corner is planned and considered to be the "downtown" of Fairfax and is already home
to several of the largest corporations in the County; what’s more, the extension of Metrorail
through Tysons Corner will significantly increase capacity in the region and create even more
opportunities to attract new businesses which will expand the commercial tax base in Fairfax
County and create jobs for our citizens.

With increased capacity comes the need for new transportation infrastructure and the question of
how we pay for it. The Chamber greatly appreciates the open and collaborative process used thus
far to engage the private sector stakeholders in this important conversation.

As the plan moves forward and the specific details are worked out, we ask you to keep in mind
two things:

1) The enormous financial contributions already made by the Tysons Corner business
community to the County’s general and transportation funds and the contributions they
continue to make today. ,

2) The significant increase in tax revenue the County will receive if we are able to develop a
transportation financing plan that allows Tysons Corner to reach its full potential.

Tysons Corner is the economic engine of Fairfax County and the revenue generated by Tysons
businesses is one of the main reasons for the County’s economic prosperity over the past few
decades. As mentioned in the Tysons Partnership’s presentation, Tysons represents less than 1%
of the County’s land area yet they contribute 7%, or $144 million, of the total property tax levy.
When BPOL taxes, sales taxes and personal property taxes are factored in, it becomes clear that
the Tysons business community already contributes a significant amount to the county’s general -
fund which is used to pay for things like education, public safety and human services throughout
the entire County. The Tysons area contributes much more in revenues than it costs to provide
services to the Tysons area. ’

In terms of transportation money, the Tysons business community currently contributes 20%, or
$8 million per year, of the Commercial and Industrial property taxes collected by the County.
Those are funds which are used to pay for transportation projects throughout the entire county
with very little coming back to the Tysons area so far. With such little money currently flowing
from the state to the County for transportation, the business community’s willingness to step up
to the plate in this area 1s that much more important.



As we discuss the costs associated with transforming Tysons into a sustainable urban center that
will be home to 100,000 residents and 200,000 jobs by 2050, we must not lose sight of the
tremendous opportunity it represents for Fairfax County. The Tysons Corner comprehensive
plan allows for approximately $21 billion worth of new real estate value by 2050 which
translates into an additional $6.4 billion in new property tax revenues over that same time period.
A fully developed Tysons would also bring in an additional $360 million in C&I taxes paid by
the Tysons Corner business community over the next 40 years. Some of these new revenues
should be made available to fund the required transportation improvements to ensure the success
of Tysons Corner.

We all share a common goal: transform Tysons into a vibrant, world-class urban center. In doing
so, we must remember that the economic vitality of Tysons Corner hinges on a plan that entices
landowners and developers to reinvest in the community and incentivizes large corporate users to
remain here. The success of Tysons is not assured, but by the government and the business
community working together, it can achieve its full potential. The Fairfax County Chamber of
Commerce looks forward to continuing our partnership to reach our common goals. Thank you
very much for your time and your service to the County.



