
The following is the VTRCC statement presented by Diane Poldy, chamber president, to
the Fairfax County Planning Commission Tysons Committee at a Listening Session on
September 7, 2011.

Good evening Chairman Alcorn and members of the Fairfax County Planning

Commission, Tysons Committee. My name is Diane Poldy and I am president of the Vienna

Tysons Regional Chamber ofCommerce® (the "VTRCC"). I am here this evening proudly

representing the chamber and its 450+ member companies. Thank you for this opportunity to

provide the chamber's perspective as you prepare your recommendations to the Planning

Commission funding options regarding the infrastructure improvements for the Tysons Comer

Redevelopment. I would like to begin by expressing our gratitude to this committee for your

dedication, and the significal}t time and effort you have given to replanning Fairfax County's

only identified urban center.

The economic importance of Tysons Comer to our community and the entire county

cannot be denied. Nor can we deny the coming growth that this area will see in the next few

decades. Job creation is expected. Population expansion is foreseen. Growth is inevitable.

However, the problems typically associated with such growth, if the growth is properly managed

and directed, can be minimized. We are grateful to you and the Fairfax County Planning

commission for your dedication to this goal.

The VTRCC shares the common goal of transforming Tysons Comer from a suburban

office and shopping center, lacking in cultural and recreational amenities, to a vibrant urban

center that incorporates homes, parks, schools, open space, arts and entertainment, as well as the

expected commercial development that will continue to power the economic engine of Fairfax

County.

You have guided and led all of us through many of the initial visioning stages in this

unprecedented project, to the next horizon: how will this great vision be funded? As you listen to

the many opinions and pleas regarding how the funds will be provided, who will contribute how

much, and how will the whole funding scheme be as fair as possible, I would like to ask you to



remember the vision of the impact that Tysons will have, and has already contributed to a much

wider sphere than just the local geography it encompasses.

The impact of Tysons, in fact, on the world was brought home to me last week when I

was asked to speak to a delegation of 22 representatives from a province in China, none of whom

spoke English. Thank goodness they had a translator. Although they were on their way to tour

DC, they wanted to first learn more about Tysons! Because of the great partnership the chamber

has with the Fairfax County Economic Development Authority, I was able to access the resource

of their Asian Business Development Manager, Andrew Yu. After our presentation, Andrew

thanked me profusely for the opportunity to meet with this delegation. He has been trying for 3

years to gain access to the Chinese markets to develop business for Fairfax County, but has been

repeatedly denied entry to the country for this purpose. Through this meeting he now has a new

resource that may be instrumental in getting him that access. What made the connection? The

"Tysons" in our Chamber name.

I offer this little anecdote to illustrate the benefits the whole county is beginning to

realize as a result of the redevelopment of Tysons. Already the Tysons project has contributed

considerable tax income to the county, most ofwhich has not yet been spent on Tysons at this

point. For specific data I refer you to the very thorough analysis and presentation provided by the

Tysons Partnership. The influx ofjobs, residents, businesses and tourism will increase tax

revenues for the whole county, not just produce income for the businesses in Tysons Comer. The

amenities the developers will provide in the Tysons corridor will be available to everyone in the

county. The transportation infrastructure will enhance.the ability to move throughout the county

more easily and make business and pleasure more accessible. And yes it WILL relieve traffic

congestion as a transit oriented community.

On the other hand, though, it will definitely impact and force some changes in the

surrounding small communities adjacent to Tysons. This chamber has been active in developing

the great community of Vienna, named, as you all know, one of the best places to live in the

United States. We are dedicated to supporting Vienna in maintaining that quality of life and we

are now committed, as the chamber representing Tysons, to bring that same community spirit to
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Tysons as it rebuilds. Indeed, this is necessary if Tysons is going to work. The Town of Vienna

is working toward that same goal; having a "community" of Tysons as a neighbor is certainly

preferable to just having an economic engine. The VTRCC joins with Mayor Seeman in asking

that you develop a funding stream that doesn't unfairly burden the residents of Vienna but rather

derives "public" funding from all possible sources, not just local ones. Tysons will provide major

benefits to the State of Virginia and also to the federal government. We urge you to thoroughly

and creatively explore all funding possible from these beneficiaries as well, when you look for

sources of "public" funding.

My remarks tonight are general since other stakeholders are much better positioned to

provide you with facts and details. I am here tonight to simply pledge the support of the

ViennaTysons Regional Chamber of Commerce for the great vision of Tysons, and to you as you

work to create the strategy, policies and processes for achieving it. Thank you for this

opportunity to speak to you on behalf of the VTRCC.
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