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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Chairman Murphy, Commissioner De La Fe, Commissioner Alcorn and members of the Planning commission, Good Evening.  My name is Cris Janoski, I am here on behalf of the hundreds of families who live on Old Courthouse Road and its surrounding streets.  We are asking the commission tonight to put steps in place to protect our children, our families, our community from additional traffic on Old Courthouse Road during and after re-development of Tyson’s.  
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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Our community consists of hundreds of families like ours.  We are young American families, who are raising young children, who are hard working, law abiding, tax-paying citizens, who have a strong sense of community, who believe in safety for ourselves, our children, our friends, our community.  



Since 1997, there have been an average of 43 new young families per year who moved to Old Courthouse Road and its surrounding streets.









In 2005, Vienna was named #4 Best Place to Live by Forbes Magazine, for this reason, it attracts many young families.  Since 1997, our community has experienced a tremendous turn over.  Many original owners who bought homes to raise their families in the 60s are now moving away and many are being replaced by young families with children who attend Westbriar Elementary School.  It is a fact that one of the attractive features of this community is the proximity of homes to Westbriar Elementary School, a short walking distance from surrounding homes.  As you can see, the number of new families who moved to our community within a ½ mile radius of Old Courthouse Road range from  a low of 30 in 2001 to a high of 56 families in 2000 and 2005 with an average of 43 new young families per year.
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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
One of the challenges our community faces is the increasing volume of cars that pass through Old Courthouse Road.  In 1996 there were only 2,300 per day.  This volume jumped to 10,000 cars in 2005, which is a 350% increase.  And in 2008, we saw another increase of 14% from 2005 to 12,000 cars a day.   



Cumulatively, we are looking at a 412% increase from 1996 volume.







The red portion of the bars represents traffic going towards Tyson’s Corner and the blue portion of the bar represents traffic going away from Tyson’s towards Reston.  



To demonstrate the alarming changes of traffic patterns on Old Courthouse Road, here is a side by side comparison of the Tennyson Study in 1996 and Nu Metrics Traffic Study conducted by the Town of Vienna in Sept 2005 and May 2008.  The change from 1996 to 2005 is drastic.   In 1996, the number of cars that pass OCR was 2,295 a day.  In 2005, that number increased to 10,329 cars per day, this is a 350% increase over 1996.  From 2005 to 2008, the volume increased again from 10,329 to 11,748 vehicles per day respectively, this is a 14% increase over 2005.  It is a 412% increase in traffic from 1996 to 2008.



The heaviest traffic volume is from 7-10 in the morning, with an average of 2,600 cars which is 45% of the total Northbound traffic volume for the day and between 4-7 in the evening, with an average of 2,700 cars, 45% of total Southbound traffic volume for the day.  
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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Another challenge that we face is the increase in vehicle speed.  In one year, there were 296 speeding citations, 288 ticketed by Town of Vienna, 8 by Fairfax County.  Our community is a residential, school zone with a 25mph speed limit.









Town of Vienna wrote 306 traffic citations on Old Courthouse Road in that time frame. It is important to note that out of 306 citations, 94% were speeding violations ; 4% were violations such as driving w/out license, driving w/out sticker, driving w/suspended or revoked license or driving outside learner’s permit provision;  2% were violations such as passing when overtaking vehicle, passing a stopped school bus and not paying full attention to vehicle operation.  Fairfax County wrote 8 speeding citations for the time period.



We understand it is cost prohibitive to ask for our own Fairfax County nor Town of Vienna Police stationed on our street 24/7 but all the more reason to implement physical traffic calming devises to slow down speeding vehicles.�


17 Sept 2008 - Old Courthouse Road and Westwood Drive; a bus stop for children, also crosswalk to Westbriar
Elementary School children

Source: Town of Vienna Police, Fairfa


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
But the most alarming is the increase in the number of accidents.  From August 2007 to August 2008, there were a total of 13, 6 accidents were within 100 feet of Westbriar Elementary School and Epiphany Church Day school.  The one you see above happened in September, if it happened 5 minutes later, it could have been devastating because it is 1 block from Westbriar Elementary school and children would be walking home about that time and it is also school bus route for Kilmer Middle School.







Fairfax County Police reported 11 accidents on a mile stretch of a road from Pine Valley Dr to Arabian Ave. In the Town of Vienna, there were 2 accidents, one on the hill and the other on Westbriar.  This is a total of 13 accidents in a 12 month period.



Of the 13 accidents, 6 accidents involved personal injuries and 7 were property damage only; 6 were T-bone accidents, 4 were rear end accidents, 2 were fixed object-off road accidents, 1 was sideswipe-same direction accident.�


HOW WILL YOU PROTECT OUR _J\/J MIUIN PR

1. Transportation Impact Study for Tyson’s area as well as
Old Courthouse Road and its surrounding streets

2. Steps to protect the families of Old Courthouse Road a,_._
its surrounding streets



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
I read both the recommendations by the Task Force as well as TCRP Research Program.  There were many references to protecting surrounding neighborhoods in both reports but nothing is in place.  



In conclusion, because our community is located between 7 and 123, bordering 2 new proposed districts namely: Tyson’s West and Tyson’s Central 7, and a forecast of 200,000 jobs and 100,000 residents in Tyson’s, the families of Old Courthouse Road request 2 things from this commission before any construction is implemented: 1) Transportation Impact Study not only for Tyson’s area but the surrounding communities like Old Courthouse Road; 2) Outline Steps to Protect Families of Old Courthouse Road and its surrounding streets.



I would be glad to answer any questions you may have.  You can visit us on the web at www.OCRVA.com.  Thank you for your time. �
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