
Parks and Rec Areawide Text

Environmental Stewardship Chapter 
and Public Facilities Chapter 

Builds on Existing Parks (resource-based)
Adds Urban Parks Typology
Includes Urban Park Land Standard
Stresses On-site Active Recreation
Allows for Creative Approaches 
Supports Connectivity 



Strawman II - District Text

Location-Specific Recommendations
Text supports Park and Trail Maps 
Identifies Areas for Stream Restoration 
Plans Civic Plazas and Common Greens
Recommends Athletic Field Locations



Parkland in Tysons Corner Today

Ashgrove

Old Courthouse 
Spring Branch Raglan Road

Freedom Hill

Westgate

Scott’s Run 
Stream Valley



Proposed Urban Park Network



Larger Proposed Parks Could Support Active Recreation



Park and Trail Network Map



Urban Parks Framework

Pocket Parks
Common Greens 
Civic Plazas (incl. large central plaza)
Recreation-Focused Parks
Linear Parks/Trail Connections
Resource-Based Parks

Stream Valleys (Scotts Run, Old Courthouse)
Historic Sites (Ashgrove, Freedom Hill)



Pocket Park

Ballston, Arlington, VA

Paley Park, New York, NY

Small
< 1 acre
Active 
location
Casual 
Use
Seating
Visual 
Amenity



Common Green

Clarendon, Arlington, VA

Merrifield Park

> 1 acre
Open 
Lawn
Central 
Location
Supports 
Events / 
Programs
Small Rec 
Facilities



Civic Plaza

Fairfax Corner

Reston Town Center

> 1 acre
Centrally 
Located 
Plaza
Supports 
Multiple 
Events / 
Programs
Focal Point
Collocated w/ 
Civic Uses



Recreation-Focused Urban Park
Columbus Park,New York, NY

Hecksher Playground, New York, NY

2+ acres
Supports 
Rec / 
Sports
Casual & 
Scheduled 
Uses
Synthetic 
Turf & 
Lights



Active Recreation Facilities

Courts, playgrounds, fitness, program 
space will generally be integrated into 
the development as they require small 
amounts of land
Athletic field requires two acres 
without support facilities (such as 
parking, etc.)



Athletic Fields Countywide

Using Countywide standards and GMU Forecast, 
60 athletic fields needed
Currently 70% youth usage and 30% adult
Usage occurs generally after 6 pm weekdays and 
during day on weekends
Lighting and synthetic turf expand capacity by 60- 
70% 
Scheduling earlier than 6 pm and later than 11pm 
adds capacity
Overlay of diamonds and rectangles reduces land 
needed for fields – 2 fields in 1 footprint 
Currently meet about 75% of service level 
standard



Athletic Field Needs in Tysons

Fewer youth, more adult usage
Assume all fields will be lit and syn. turf
Longer scheduling hours
Growth in demand for corporate softball
Overlay fields (2 field types in 1 footprint)
Assume 75% service level



Field 
Type

Needed in 
Tysons at 

100% 
Standard

Contribution 
Level = 20 
fields

Justification and Recommendation

Rectangle 
Fields: 

32 9 75% Service Level; 
Proportionally smaller youth population in Tysons; 
Extended hours/capacity through mandatory use of lights, 
turf and longer hours.

Adult 
Softball 
Fields

4 6 Growth in workforce population, corporate users/need and 
senior leagues add demand;
Extended hours/capacity through mandatory use of lights, 
turf and longer hours; 
Reduce space needs through overlay conditions.

Youth 
Softball 
Fields

10 1 Mainly school fields meet this need – Smaller number of 
users than other sports;
Meet any additional need by converting existing school 
fields at Marshall or Madison HS to synthetic turf; 
Youth can also be accommodated on other new diamond 
fields with flexible base paths and fencing on synthetic turf. 

Adult 
Baseball 
Fields

4 2 Adult users – larger portion of demographic;
Youth can also be accommodated on new diamond fields 
with flexible base paths and fencing on synthetic turf;
Extended hours/capacity through mandatory use of lights, 
turf and longer hours. Reduce space needs through overlay 
conditions.

Youth 
Baseball 
Fields

12 2 Fewer youth reduces need; 
Turf existing fields at Westgate Park and ES and possibly 
other nearby fields to expand capacity; 
Youth can also be accommodated on new diamond fields 
with flexible base paths and fencing on synthetic turf. 



12 Possible Athletic Field Locations



Athletic Fields within 2 mile radius and 3 mile radius of Tysons



Active Recreation Plan Guidelines

Tysons development should be accompanied 
by dedication of publicly accessible 
parkland and by the construction of 
recreational facilities, such as athletic 
fields. 

• On-site is preferred location
• If not on-site, then within district
• If not within district, then serves Tysons
• On smaller sites, make an equivalent 

contribution



Strawman II Tweaks
Expand on rationale and location of athletic 
fields
Add text about natural resources 
management and protection
Consolidated trail map with bike trails and 
pedestrian ways
Coordination with Urban Forestry to 
address tree preservation, restoration and 
canopy goals
Clarify district text on general field locations
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