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1. Develop a design to soften the 60’ median created by the Metrorail 
extension into Tysons Corner.

2. Create a design with an urban feel. 
3. Discourage pedestrians from crossing outside of designated 

crosswalks.
4. Use barriers that are economical, attractive, and functional.
5. Provide a minimal pedestrian refuge for instances where improper 

crossings are made.
6. Implement strategies to accommodate stormwater and minimize 

maintenance.
7. Use plants that will not interfere with clear zone requirements of 

railway.
8. Keep sight lines open from one side of the road to the other.
9. Honor sight distance requirements.
10. Design outside of areas within station footprints.
11. Make it look nice!

Rt. 7 Median Landscape Design Goals
Summary



Discourage Pedestrians from Crossing 
Outside of Designated Crosswalks 

Plants as Barrier

Wall as Barrier

Fence as Barrier

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/d/de/ParkAvenueAug2004.JPG


Provide a minimal pedestrian refuge for 
instances where improper crossings 

are made.

EXPOSED AGGREGATE CONCRETE



Use barriers that are economical, attractive, and functional.

Proposed design utilizes a combination of 
berms, walls, and plants.



Implement strategies to minimize maintenance.
River Stones Provide Low-Maintenance, Attractive Alternative

3”-5” SIZE W/CAR KEYS FOR SCALE



Use plants that will not interfere with clear zone 
requirements of railway.

Trees will be located where there are no overhead obstructions .

Tree species will be smaller, ornamental trees with +/- 20’ mature height.

Golden Rain Tree Crape MyrtleTrident Maple



Suggested Plant Species
The following list is comprised of plants that 

tolerate the difficult conditions encountered in 
the median, including salt spray, shade, and 
dry soil.

Trees
Trident Maple
Crape Myrtle
Washington Hawthorne
River Birch
Serviceberry
Crabapple Species

Shrubs/Groundcovers
Taller:                           Shorter:
Arrowwood Viburnum           Virginia Rose
Bayberry                                 Juniper
Inkberry                                  Daylilies 

Cotoneaster

Virginia Rose

Arrowwood Viburnum Serviceberry



Keep sight lines open from one side of the road to the other. 
Honor sight distance requirements.

•Berm height varies and will offer many views from one side of the other 
•Ground covers will be low growing and will not hinder views.
•Number of trees will be limited; trees can be limbed-up to keep views open.



Create a design with an urban feel. 



Overall Plan View

Central Portion of Median

Near Tysons Central



Typical Elevation



Views From Westbound Lane



Views from Eastbound Lane







Rte 7

DTR

Rte 
12

3

Proposed Signalized Pedestrian Crosswalks
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