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My name is Susan Turner and [ am the co-chair of the Environment, Parks
and Recreation Committee of the McLean Citizens Association. Thank you
for inviting us here today to speak to you.

The parks described in the Task Force final report include tree-lined streets,
resource protection areas bordering concrete-lined streams, tiny pocket parks
and a (quote), “large Central Park,” (of) “at least 3.5 acres” (that) could
support “...a weekend craft or farmers market, summer concerts or weekend
festivals.” In conceptual map 7, tiny, scattered green areas are blocked out
for athletic courts, ball fields, playgrounds, dog parks, gardens and a variety
of other possible uses.

New York City was one of the urban areas used as a model for determining
the appropriate parkland/resident ratio in Tysons. So let’s extend this
comparison. This is what is available to Manhattanites a subway ride away
in Central Park: (Please focus on the words: A SUBWAY RIDE AWAY.)
136 acres of woodlands

250 acres of lawns

7 bodies of water; a boathouse where both boats and fishing equipment can
be rented

58 miles of pedestrian paths
4.5 miles of bridle paths
An indoor recreation center with climbing walls

24 playing fields



30 tennis courts

A zoo

A 6-acre formal garden

A chess and checkers house

I could continue with the list but you get my drift. All of these amenities are
located in the heart of Manhattan. BUT MOST IMPORTANT:

THESE FACILITIES ARE ALL ACCESSIBLE BY using MASS
TRANSIT.

Apparently urban dwellers like to fish and ride horses. Lucky denizens of
New York! Such opportunities are readily at their disposal via a
comprehensive subway network.

The 100,000 new residents of the new Tysons Corner will seek out similar
amenities. And where will they find them? Far a field. In areas that can
reached only by car. In McLean, in Vienna, in Great Falls and beyond.
Which means thousands and thousands of additional car trips on area roads,
enormous additional wear and tear on our recreational facilities, more
crowded parks and less time for everyone on our playing fields.

We implore you: do what you can to minimize this outcome. Maximize the
recreation opportunities within Tysons. The availability of such facilities is a
must to attract families with children, a demographic sector
underrepresented in the Ballson corridor. When the twenty-somethings
finally settle down and have kids, they are moving by the tens of thousands
to the outlying counties where their kids can run and play outside, climb on
playground equipment, join a soccer team. You must turn this tide, or your
mission to reduce traffic congestion will fail.

Please be very specific about what recreational facilities must be provided in
Tysons Corner and where they will be located. A large recreation center
must be part of the plan. Specific areas must be designated for playing fields
and playgrounds. Monetary contributions to the Park Authority should be
directed to areas in the immediate vicinity of Tysons, not on the other side of
the county.



