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Commissioner Hart: On March 10, 2010, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on 
proposed Policy Plan Amendment S09-CW-1CP on the Visual and Performing Arts. I want to 
thank all the citizens and advocacy groups who participated in this significant project over the 
last couple years: the Arts Council, and those who testified at our public hearing, or submitted 
written and email comments. I particularly want to recognize staff, Pam Nee and also Dave 
Molchany in the County Executive's Office, for their outstanding efforts in shepherding this 
amendment through the process. The desired incorporation of specific text in the Comprehensive 
Plan promoting the arts has had a very long fuse. Following multi-agency study and the report of 
the Commission on the Future of the Arts, the Board authorized a Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment. The text of the original straw man has been refined for several months and, in its 
current iteration, enjoys broad support. Implementation of these policies through future land use 
applications will not only provide arts venues and opportunities for public art, it will improve the 
quality of life for Fairfax County residents. I know many of us look forward to what these 
policies will bring. On March 31, I distributed to the Commission revised language developed 
with staff to address comments raised by Commissioners and citizens. The revised Plan text 
includes a new definition on arts diversity; a new introductory paragraph about implementation 
of objectives and policies; clarification of the role and engagement of the community and arts 
groups in support of ongoing programs, initiatives, and selection of public art; and a new policy 
to consider the cost of and responsibility for maintenance in the selection of public art located on 
public land. I believe these changes clarify the advertised text and satisfactorily address the 
concerns expressed. To date, we have not received any additional comments or concerns about 
the revised text. Staff also supports the revised text and I concur in that recommendation. 
Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND 
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF PROPOSED POLICY PLAN 
AMENDMENT S09-CW-1CP ON THE VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS, AS 
CONTAINED IN ATTACHMENT 1 OF MY MEMO TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
DATED MARCH 31, 2010. 
 
Commissioner Flanagan: Second. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: Motion has been made and seconded by Commissioner Flanagan. Any 
discussion on that motion?  
 
Commissioner Harsel: Mr. Chairman? 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: Yes, Commissioner Harsel. 
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Commissioner Harsel: I will be abstaining. I wasn’t here for the public hearing. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: As will the Chair. Any other discussion? All those in favor of the motion 
to recommend approval of S09-CW-1CP, concerning visual and performing arts policy in the 
Plan amendment, please say aye. 
 
Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: All opposed? That motion carries. 
 
Commissioner Harsel: Abstain. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: And the Chair abstains as well, and Commissioner Harsel, not in 
attendance at the public hearing. 
 
// 
 
(The motion carried by a vote of 7-0-2 with Commissioners Alcorn and Harsel abstaining; 
Commissioners Lusk, Murphy, and Sargeant absent from the meeting.) 
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