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2232-M09-3 — FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY

After Close of the Public Hearing

Vice Chairman Alcorn: The public hearing is closed; recognize Commissioner Hall.

Commissioner Hall: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Clearly this is probably one of the last remaining
large open spaces in Mason District. | think the neighbors have raised some very good points and
I have no doubt that they will continue their dialogue with the Parks and with Sandra. It is
abundantly clear that the intent of the Parks and everybody else associated with this is to
basically maintain it the way it is but just allow the community to walk through and enjoy this
absolutely precious area. It is unbelievable. And for years I’ve kind of always wondered what
was going on there, and | soon found out that it was going to be dedicated as a park and | was
absolutely delighted. It’s clear to me that there’s still some questions from the community. But
it’s also evident that there will always be questions from the community and that the park needs
to be ready to address the neighbors’ concerns. | think most of the questions raised this evening
have been addressed, and the concerns have been addressed so that there is no longer concern
about picnic benches. Clearly: no picnic benches. It is not unusual in Mason District to have
parks and schools that have neighborhoods butting right up to them, and you cannot see what’s
going on. In Mason District, the Mason District Park, yeah if you’re on Columbia Pike you can
look in, but I assure you, if you round the back on the other sides it’s — the residential butts right
up to the park. There is no fence, there is no barrier, it’s just wide open, and I’m not aware of
problems there. The same thing is true with the park right behind us. And | mention these parks
because they’re all in close proximity to this area. Sleepy Hollow Elementary, again, surrounded
by residential homes. A lot of them do have fences, but they do butt right up to the school.
Additionally, there is a trail, a cement trail, that the children in the community near Lake
Barcroft can walk through that’s between the houses on a nice wide trail to get to the school. | do
not see, and I hope I’m not wrong, but the fact that now this will be a park because the character
is not going to change, it’s not going to suddenly become a hangout for undesirable people. |
don’t see that happening. I do see, if that does become a problem, again Mason District police,
they’re right up the street, okay. And | do know that they are very responsive. If you see you’re
having problems they do make an effort to come around, plus if you do have a caretaker, if there
is a problem I’m sure there would be provisions to maybe hire some off-duty police officers to
occasionally review the property. I’m excited about this application as are many, many people in
Mason District. But what is more telling is the fact that this is what we call a 2232, a “feature
shown,” and it can only be judged by three factors. And it’s clear to me that they have satisfied
those three factors for location, extent, and character, considering it’s — I pulled it out. It took a
minute. You know, it’s late and it’s hot under these lights. Clearly, it meets that criteria. And
therefore, | RECOMMEND THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION CONCUR WITH THE
RECOMMENDATION OF THE FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY AND APPROVE
— recommend approval that - THE PROPOSAL BY THE FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK
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AUTHORITY, AS AMENDED, TO DEVELOP THE JOHN C. AND MARGARET K.
WHITE GARDENS, LOCATED AT 3301 HAWTHORNE LANE, FALLS CHURCH, IS
SUBSTANTIALLY IN ACCORD WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN AS WELL AS 15-2.2232, AS AMENDED.

Commissioners de la Fe and Lusk: Second.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Seconded by Commissioners de la Fe and Lusk. Any discussion? All
those in favor of finding that the proposal by the Fairfax County Park Authority, as amended, to
develop the John C. and Margaret K. White Gardens, in accordance with Virginia Code section
15.2-2232, is substantially in accord with the provisions of the adopted Comprehensive Plan,
please say aye.

Commissioners: Aye.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: All those opposed? That motion carries.
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(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioner Murphy absent from the meeting.)
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