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2232-S09-4 – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – 
WEST OX ANIMAL SHELTER 
 
After Close of the Public Hearing 
 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: I’ll close the public hearing and recognize Commissioner Murphy. 
 
Commissioner Murphy: Thank you very much. Mr. Chairman, several years ago when we had 
the workshop and the testimony from the different staff agencies, I think we were all struck by 
the presentation made by the folks at the West Ox Animal Shelter. And I didn’t realize that any 
facility in Fairfax County could have reached that state of poor maintenance, and so forth, 
because of the age of the building, and so forth. And I went over and visited it before we had the 
markup. I just want to assure everyone that the animals were all treated well. It was the people in 
the building who had a difficult time not only doing their job but, quite frankly, existing. The 
working conditions were just terrible. And through the good auspices of Mr. Lusk and the CIP 
Committee we bumped that up on the priority list for funding. It was included in the bond 
referendum. We got the funds two years ago and, lo and behold, now the building is designed, 
ready to be renovated, and expanded which will gives us more room – I mean, these good folks 
more room to handle the escalated pet population that has occurred in Fairfax County because of 
the escalated regular population. And that’s the only one we have, I believe, in the County. And 
it will be a while until we get one somewhere down in the South County. I think one is planned 
down there. So I want to thank everyone with the Animal Shelter and the Department of Public 
Works and Environmental Services, especially Toni Ogurcak, who carried the load on this. We 
did present this, or she presented it, I should say, to the Springfield Land Use Committee and the 
Fairfax Center Area. We didn’t need to take a vote; everybody just said let’s go ahead and do it, 
which is what we’re going to do after we approve it tonight. So I concur with the staff conclusion 
that this particular application to renovate and expand the existing West Ox Animal Shelter at 
4500 West Ox Road satisfies the criteria of character, location, and extent, as specified in 
Virginia Code, Section 15.2-2232, as amended. And therefore, I RECOMMEND THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVE 2232-S09-4.  
 
Commissioners Hall and Lusk: Second. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: Seconded by Commissioners Lusk and Hall. Any discussion?  
 
Commissioner Hall: Yes. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: Commissioner Hall. 
 
Commissioner Hall: I’m looking for kittens after I get back from Florida. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: All right. Additional discussion? Hearing none, all those in favor of 
approving 2232-S09-4, consistent with the motion by Commissioner Murphy, please say aye. 
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Commissioners: Aye. 
 
Vice Chairman Alcorn: All those opposed? That motion carries.  
 
// 
 
(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioner Litzenberger absent from the meeting.) 
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