Planning Commission Meeting
May 1, 2008
Verbatim Excerpt

S07-CW-T1 - COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT (HUNTER MILL ROAD TRAFFIC
CALMING STUDY FOR SAFETY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION) (Dranesville, Hunter
Mill, Providence, & Sully Districts)

After Close of the Public Hearing

Chairman Murphy: The public hearing is closed; recognize Mr. Lawrence.

Commissioner Lawrence: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, we have before us an
amendment to the Comprehensive Plan addressing special approaches to enhancements on
Hunter Mill Road. As a recognized Virginia Byway, Hunter Mill Road exemplifies in a
significant way our historic heritage. Hunter Mill Road also exemplifies our present and future
transportation dilemma. Our County is now pretty much built out. Most of our land is in the
form of suburban neighborhoods. The quiet streets with single-family detached homes that
represent a major part of what brought us here and keeps us here. The Fairfax County quality of
life. As our population continues to grow, there are places in the County in which development
is and will be in a more dense, more urban form, but those are special places, locations where a
transportation choice exists and people can conveniently get to mass transit. That’s not the case
along Hunter Mill Road and in most of our County’s suburban neighborhoods. To get to work or
to the grocery or the library or soccer practice or any of our other myriad remote destinations, we
use cars. That capability is one of the historic forces that combined to allow us to live in our
treasured suburban neighborhoods in the first place, but the wings of freedom of movement
given to us by the car have lately become the wings of the albatross. Like the unlucky sailor, we
seem doomed to the presence of cars in what seems to be ever-increasing numbers. The price of
that mode of transport keeps rising, both in absolute terms and in annoyance quotient. Yet, to
keep our suburban neighborhoods and the quality of life they bring us, we must continue to
depend on cars and the roads they use. How can we get along with the car? How can we
manage a growing threat to our quality of life? For years now, the County has made use of
Transportation Demand Management or TDM as a way to operate on the demand side of the
equation. On both the demand and the supply side, we see emerging technologies like the ad-hoc
user networks that show promising signs in the area of real time smart roads. We are also seeing
out-of-the-box thinking about road enhancements, indications that the future doesn’t have to be
like the past. The study that accompanies this proposed Plan amendment is one example of
novel design thinking. It incorporates European-style roundabouts at certain critical points along
Hunter Mill Road. The roundabouts can help both the pass-through motorists, of which Hunter
Mill Road bears many thousands in a day, and the local resident who needs free movement to
and from a development off Hunter Mill Road. The roundabouts also help slow en route speeds
and helps save gas by reducing the need for full stops. Another important feature here is the
routine consideration of Hunter Mill Road as a multi-modal transportation route. Provision is
made for equestrian paths and for bike paths. The pedestrian is also explicitly in the mix, which
will serve well, for example, at and near the Chain Bridge Road end of Hunter Mill. If we
approve this Plan amendment, we will in effect incorporate the Hunter Mill Road Study into the
Comprehensive Plan by reference. As land use proposals are made along the route, they will be



Planning Commission Meeting Page 2
May 1, 2008
S07-CW-T1

routinely checked against the recommendations of the study. This of course will not make the
impractical mandatory, but it will force a careful examination of every suggested road
enhancement against the study’s criterion every time. | believe this to be a very healthy prospect
indeed. For these reasons, Mr. Chairman, | believe that this Plan amendment should be adopted.
Therefore, | MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPTION OF OUT-OF-TURN PLAN AMENDMENT, S07-
CW-T1.

Commissioners Flanagan and Alcorn: Second.

Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. Flanagan and Mr. Alcorn. Is there a discussion of the
motion?

Commissioner Alcorn: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Murphy: Mr. Alcorn.

Commissioner Alcorn: | have to say in more than a decade on this Commission this is the first
time I’ve heard the equestrian mode referred to in multi-modal transportation solutions. So,
anyway, excellent motion. Thank you, Mr. Lawrence.

Chairman Murphy: They do that in Clifton all the time. Is there further discussion of the
motion? All those in favor of the motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it adopt
Out-of-Turn Plan Amendment, SO7-CW-T1, say aye.

Commissioners: Aye.

Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries. Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr. Stevens.
Thank you, Bruce.
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(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioner Hall not present for the vote;
Commissioner Litzenberger absent from the meeting.)
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