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S07-CW-6CP - POLICY PLAN AMENDMENT (UNIVERSAL DESIGN)

After Close of the Public Hearing

Chairman Murphy: Public hearing is closed; Mr. Lusk.

Commissioner Lusk: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I’ll make this point; | did not anticipate that
this would be as lengthy a discussion. It certainly was a valuable one, hearing from everyone
around this dais, as well as those who came out to testify this evening. | would argue that this is
certainly just a first step and that clearly we want to encourage people to look at and learn about
universal design because if you look at the current situation, people do not know about these
features, these elements. And, I think if individuals become aware of that, they’re more likely to
request it from the developers who are building their new homes and they might look for ways to
retrofit their existing buildings to make them more livable for, as Ms. Wallingford said, any of
us. | mean who knows what change in circumstance would bring you to be needing these
accessible features. So with that, Mr. Chairman, | will begin my actual motion. 1’m delighted to
bring forth this proposed Plan amendment pertaining to universal design. This amendment was
initiated as a result of a Board Matter that was sponsored by Supervisor Kauffman back in
December of 2007 and also supported by a Board Matter that was raised by Supervisor Bulova,
requesting that the County look at ways to facilitate and encourage the use of universal design
features in future developments. Many of us are aware of Mr. Kauffman’s vehement support
during his tenure on the Board of aging issues and specifically at looking at ways to plan today
for a more, as it’s described, aging-friendly community tomorrow. The proposed Plan language
that we have before us, again, is a first step in a series of steps to bring universal design elements
into the policies, regulations, and ordinances that govern planning and development in this
County. This first step, again, addresses the Policy Plan revisions and does four specific things.
Again, it establishes language that will go into a new Glossary definition for universal design.
Based on the comments that were made earlier, we need to look at modifying that definition to
include some words like “minimal adaptation” and I’m sure we’ll be able to come up with
language that will do that. The second thing that’s added as a result of this is a new Policy b,
which is in the Land Use Objective - - Objective 4. We’ve also added a new Policy k to the
Housing Objective 1 and then we’ve added a new Policy c also to the Housing Objective
Number 3. And again, looking for ways to encourage universal design elements in all different
types of housing and making it affordable as well. Universal design is a - - | think a wonderful
way to permit residents of Fairfax County the opportunity to age in their homes without having
to make significant, and in some cases costly, changes due to issues with future mobility.
Informing residents of these features during the construction phases of their homes can assist
them in determining which universal design options to incorporate at the construction or
renovation stages of these residences. By doing this, they can eliminate or reduce the future
costs that would be required to make the universal design retrofits. And in some cases, this
might permit a County resident to stay in their home instead of having to relocate to one that is
more accessible. It’s clear from the discussion this evening, it’s clear from the discussion around
this dais that this is truly the first step. The next step is on implementation and we have to look
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for ways to encourage and foster that implementation. And for my - - for a thought process,
we’ve got two critical steps to take. The first is the Board will have to establish a new Board
Policy on universal design and | know that they are in the process of discussing that and have
meetings set with their committees. Second, there will be a development of a proffer with
specific language for universal design to be used, again, to encourage the use of these features in
future developments. 1’m encouraged by this first step. | think that we will make a difference
for many who are not aware of these elements and design features. And so with that, Mr.
Chairman, I will now make a motion. And, that motion is | MOVE THE PLANNING
COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVAL OF THE
PROPOSED LANGUAGE REGARDING UNIVERSAL DESIGN, AS SHOWN ON PAGES 3
AND 4 OF THE STAFF REPORT DATED JULY 17, 2008.

Commissioners Lawrence, Alcorn, and Flanagan: Second.

Chairman Murphy: Seconded by Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Alcorn, and Mr. Flanagan. Is there a
discussion of the motion? All those in favor of the motion - - well, I’ll just say parenthetically, |
think this is more than just a step. I think it’s a great leap forward in the housing philosophy of
Fairfax County and I think the more to follow part is the real exciting part of this thing, but I
think it’s a significant move in the right direction. All those in favor of the motion to
recommend to the Board of Supervisors that it adopt Out-of-Turn Plan Amendment SO7-CW-
6CP, say aye.

Commissioners: Aye.

Chairman Murphy: Opposed? Motion carries. And thank you, Ms. Merkel, that was a job well
done. Great job.

Heidi Merkel: Thank you.

Chairman Murphy: And Mr. Lusk, thank you.

Commissioner Lusk: Oh, I had the easy part of this effort. And I will recognize the staff as well
and wish them well in working those implementation steps. | look forward to seeing those next
steps. So, thank you.
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(The motion carried unanimously with Commissioners Donahue and Hall absent from the
meeting.)
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