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COUNTY CODE AND PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AMENDMENTS (TREE
CONSERVATION ORDINANCE)

Decision Only During Commission Matters
(Public Hearing held on September 24, 2008)

Commissioner Hart: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. On September 24, 2008, we held a public
hearing on a package of proposed amendments to the Public Facilities Manual and to the Code of
the County of Fairfax, Virginia, to add a new ordinance on Tree Conservation and to revise other
chapters, including the Subdivision Ordinance and the Zoning Ordinance. Before | make the
motions, | want to thank County staff for their fine work on this complicated package,
particularly Mike Knapp and also Jan Leavitt and James Patteson. This was a very detailed
package and required a great deal of research and preparation, even if ultimately it was not
controversial at the public hearing stage. This item also is a high priority of the Board of
Supervisors. These proposed amendments are facilitated by recent changes in the State Code,
giving localities more authority to require preservation of existing tree cover rather than merely
replanting after construction. These changes also will help Fairfax County achieve the Board of
Supervisors' objectives for increased percentage of tree cover in Fairfax County, including
preservation of trees otherwise threatened in by-right development. Staff supports these changes
and I concur with the staff recommendation. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, | will have two motions.
First, | MOVE THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS THAT THEY APPROVE THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE
PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL AND THE CODE OF THE COUNTY OF FAIRFAX,
INCLUDING THE NEW CHAPTER 122, TREE CONSERVATION ORDINANCE, AND
REVISIONS TO CHAPTERS 101, SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE; 104, EROSION AND
SEDIMENTATION CONTROL; 112, ZONING ORDINANCE; AND 120, TREE
CONSERVATION ORDINANCE TO BE RENAMED, AS SET FORTH IN THE STAFF
REPORT, AND INCLUDING STAFF’'S RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO SECTIONS 12-
0701.4 AND 12-0506.2C OF THE PUBLIC FACILITIES MANUAL, AS SET FORTH IN THE
HANDOUT WITH THE REVISED DATE OF SEPTEMBER 24, 2008.

Commissioners de la Fe and Lawrence: Second.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Seconded by Commissioners de la Fe and Lawrence. Any discussion?
Commissioner Lawrence? Oh, no.

Commissioner Harsel: I'm going to abstain. | wasn't here.
Vice Chairman Alcorn: Okay. There'll be one abstention.

Commissioner Harsel: I've read the Ordinance. It's good.
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Vice Chairman Alcorn: Any discussion? All those in favor of the motion as articulated by
Commissioner Hart, please say aye.

Commissioners: Aye.
Vice Chairman Alcorn: All those opposed?
Commissioner Harsel: Abstain.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: One abstention. Commissioner Harsel was not in attendance at the
public hearing. Commissioner Hart.

Commissioner Hart: Thank you. Mr. Chairman, second, | MOVE THAT THE PLANNING
COMMISSION RECOMMEND THAT THESE AMENDMENTS BECOME EFFECTIVE AT
12:01 A.M. ON JANUARY 1, 2009, AND THAT THE FOLLOWING SHALL BE
GRANDFATHERED: NUMBER ONE, PROFFERED CONDITIONS, APPROVED
DEVELOPMENT PLANS, SPECIAL EXCEPTION PLATS, AND SPECIAL PERMIT PLATS
APPROVED PRIOR TO 12:01 A.M. JANUARY 1, 2009; AND TWO, SITE PLANS, PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENT PLANS, GRADING PLANS, AND SUBDIVISION PLANS, EXCLUDING
PRELIMINARY PLATS, WHICH ARE SUBMITTED PRIOR TO 12:01 A.M. ON JANUARY
1, 2009, PROVIDED THAT ANY SUCH PLAN OBTAINS FINAL APPROVAL NO LATER
THAN CLOSE OF BUSINESS ON JULY 1, 2009.

Commissioners Flanagan and Lawrence: Second.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: Seconded by Commissioners Flanagan and Lawrence. Any discussion?
All those in favor of the motion as articulated by Commissioner Hart, please say aye.

Commissioners: Aye.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: All those opposed?

Commissioner Harsel: Abstain.

Vice Chairman Alcorn: That motion carries. Same abstention. Mr. Hart.
Commissioner Hart: That's it. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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(The motions carried by votes of 8-0-1 with Commissioner Harsel abstaining; Commissioners
Litzenberger, Lusk, and Murphy absent from the meeting.)
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